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Praise for Skating on Thin Ice 


“As a female survivor of sexual abuse in sport and an expert 
in the space, I read this book with goosebumps and valida- 
tion. I continually found myself saying ‘oh, you so get it,’ 
and this is rare. | commend the authors for their diligence 
and thoroughness. Regardless of my own lived experience, 
today Iam a proud hockey mom. This book will help me raise 


17 


hockey boys to be the hockey men of the future 


Allison Forsyth, Two-Time Olympian, Safe Sport Advocate, 
and Partner and COO of ITP Sport & Recreation 


“Skating on Thin Ice provides a sociological and psychological 
road map that describes the sanctioned rape culture of profes- 
sional hockey. It argues that the depraved actions of hockey 
players are not the result of some group mental illness, but 
the logical outcome of a culture that is highly privileged and 
deeply misogynistic, and that defines masculinity through a 
prism of physical and sexual violence. A must-read, especially 
for sports fans.” 


Laura Robinson, Author of Crossing the Line: Violence and 
Sexual Assault in Canada’s National Sport 


“Skating on Thin Ice blends seasoned social science analysis 
and deep familiarity with the world of professional hockey 
to provide a compelling exploration of the toxic culture of 
misogyny and violence against women that pervades so 


much of high-level professional sports. This is a powerful, 
insightful, and profoundly troubling book that should be read 
by anyone concerned with the integrity and moral character 
of sport today.” 


Elliott P. Currie, Professor of Criminology, Law, and Society, 
University of California, Irvine 


“This book is about opening the conversation to the culture 
that exists in all sports for change. We as women have sat on 
the bench for too long, and it is time to play. When reading 
this book, how will you measure the success of your child 
versus the damage to succeed?” 


Brenda Andress, Founder and CEO of SheIS Sports Network 
and Former Founding Commissioner of the Canadian 
Women’s Hockey League 


“Every so often a book comes along that deepens the way we 
think about the depth of misogyny inherent in patriarchy. Skating 
on Thin Ice is one such book, offering a critical and nuanced 
analysis of hegemonic masculinity in general and ice hockey 
culture in particular. Especially refreshing and innovative is 
the way this book focuses on strategies for change and refuses 
to accept the status quo. Given the levels of male violence 
against women, we need more books like this.” 


Gail Dines, Professor Emerita of Sociology, Wheelock 
College, and Founder and President of Culture Reframed 
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This book is dedicated to Saul “Red” Fisher and Michael D. 
Smith, two major sources of inspiration and knowledge. We also 
dedicate this book to the female survivors of male violence and 
the frontline workers who tirelessly help them. 
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Foreword 


The great sport of hockey was always something of a castle in the 
air, had we but known it at the time — but we didn’t. We loved 
hockey. Hockey was us. Loving the game itself is at the core of 
Skating on Thin Ice: Professional Hockey, Rape Culture, and Violence 
against Women, a remarkable book about a vanishing castle. 

As a teenager in Kapuskasing, Ontario, a municipal snow 
fortress that still serves as General Motors’ cold weather 
testing center, I idolized the Montreal Canadiens. They won 
and won and won. After all, they had the imprimatur of 
storied coach Scotty Bowman, whose dark eyes were cold 
and whose brain you could see humming, their goalie Ken 
Dryden was rumored to be an intellectual, and I followed a 
number of high and low scorers, as one does. There was no 
women’s NHL and girls had to crush on someone. 

Girls in the north especially were huge fans. The great jour- 
nalist Adam Gopnik, in his 2011 collection of Massey Lectures, 
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Winter: Five Windows on the Season, writes that hockey is “a 
clan sport and a craft sport — even an art sport.” It’s hard to 
play; its intricacy demands full attention. 

Hockey, he writes, “is played at incredibly high speed, 
reveals and rewards situational and spatial intelligence at a 
degree of difficulty that no other sport possesses.” You could 
tell the players were always in danger on ice — anything 
could happen — but we also loved the sounds of hockey, the 
whoosh of skates, the huge knock of the slapshot, the stick 
on the ice, the thunder clump into the boards. We heard that 
classic soundtrack at our own local rinks. 

It was a visceral game in an era when girls were more likely 
to be raised to be polite, admiring, and avoidant of physical 
risk. So we admired the boys and men who played this great 
game on national TV, just as girls did until recently. 

Those same boys and men did not admire us, as this ex- 
traordinary book makes clear. 

The authors of Skating on Thin Ice, Walter S. DeKeseredy, Stu 
Cowan, and Martin D. Schwartz, are hockey fans too. The degree 
of disappointment they feel at uncovering the foul sexual violence 
of young hockey players raised to treat all females with casual 
contempt, the contortions of the hockey establishment to protect 
them, and the damage inflicted on young women pains them so. 

Now they see the sport besmirched, soaked in misogyny, the 
sour hatred emanating from older officials and players having 
steeped into the boys and young men brought into the sport. 

Some of the money used to pay off victims and force them 
to sign non-disclosure agreements came from hockey families, 
the loving, trusting parents of kids going into the system. 
This shocks. This hurts. 
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I said hockey was a castle in the air. Turrets and towers 
first began dropping off in the 1970s as pro hockey became 
thuggish on the ice. The sport became corporatized, coarsened. 

What were pro hockey players going to be like off the ice 
with their female fans? With their families? They’d display 
sexual brutality plus intense misogyny, a mindset they were 
taught and never questioned. 

I read Skating on Thin Ice often in tears, some pages too 
painful to dwell on. The authors make their case beautifully, 
offering context for the sport and the industry, revealing the 
history of violence and the roots of misogyny, telling agoniz- 
ing stories of female humiliation and horror, and showing 
how the castle was really a structure for turning young boys 
into hateful men. 

Toxic masculinity soaks our lives, more so since a huge 
backlash has formed against hard-won women’s rights 
in recent decades. We have to talk about it. Talking opens 
windows, opens minds. Boys and girls aren’t born enemies. 

Skating on Thin Ice is an important book, always hopeful 
that junior hockey and pro hockey need not be hellish but 
joyous, the greatest winter sport of all. 

Thank you, Walter, Stu, and Martin. How heartening to 
find such intelligence, compassion, and journalistic skill 
put in the service of the defense of women. Although you 
uncovered a grim history, you offer hope for the sport — that 
hockey players and the establishment that rules them can 
change and become a force for sanity and goodwill. 


Heather Mallick 
Staff Columnist, Toronto Star, and Author of 
Cake or Death: The Excruciating Choices of Everyday Life 
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Preface 


This book was conceived in the early morning of July 24, 2021. 
Walter DeKeseredy began that day like any other. He poured 
himself a strong cup of coffee and then turned his undivided 
attention to the hockey section of the Montreal Gazette. As his 
good friends know all too well, he always wants the latest news 
on the Montreal Canadiens, something he has looked for since 
becoming a huge Habs fan as a young boy living in Hudson, 
Quebec, in the mid-1960s. It was then that Walter’s babysitter, 
Mrs. Burbridge, first introduced him to the Canadiens. Occa- 
sionally, Walter’s parents would go out for dinner or to a party 
on a Saturday night, and Mrs. Burbridge was kind enough to 
look after him. However, there was one major condition — she 
had to watch CBC’s Hockey Night in Canada, which is not unusual 
given that this is what most Canadians did (and arguably still 
do) on Saturday nights. There was no way she was going to miss 
the Habs game, and Walter has since followed in her footsteps. 
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Walter fondly remembers the elderly Mrs. Burbridge knitting 
while he played with his toys and hearing her cheer loudly 
when Montreal scored, particularly when Jean Béliveau got a 
goal against the Toronto Maple Leafs. Mrs. Burbridge’s passion 
for the Habs rubbed off on Walter, and it never wavered until 
that morning of July 24 when he read Stu Cowan’s column in 
the Gazette titled “Logan Mailloux Was Surprised Canadiens 
Decided to Draft Him.” 

“The day the music died” is a powerful lyric in Don McLean’s 
haunting 1971 song “American Pie.” For baby boomers who 
are familiar with this ballad, it may be painfully obvious, but 
it is worth stating anyway: this song is about the 1959 plane 
crash that killed rock and roll icons Buddy Holly, Ritchie 
Valens, and The Big Bopper. For Walter, July 24 was the day 
that his allegiance to the Habs temporarily died, because he 
learned that this storied franchise unexpectedly selected a 
convicted sex offender in the first round of the NHL draft 
on Friday, July 23. This deeply disturbing action rocked the 
hockey world, and it continues to be the subject of much 
discussion and debate today. 

While playing in Sweden in 2020, Mailloux, as will be de- 
scribed in greater detail in chapter 1, secretly photographed 
an eighteen-year-old woman he had consensual sex with and 
then shared the picture and her identity with his SK Lejon 
teammates. Mailloux was charged with defamation and 
offensive photography and fined USD$1,650 by a Swedish 
court in December 2020. After reading this, Walter asked 
himself, “How could this happen? How could such a classy 
team stoop to this level?” For readers who don’t know (and 
there probably aren’t many), the Montreal Canadiens have 
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won twenty-four Stanley Cups, and their rosters over the 
years have included some of the world’s greatest players, 
including Jacques Plante, Maurice “Rocket” Richard, Guy 
Lafleur, Frank Mahovlich, and Ken Dryden. 

Walter was deeply concerned, not only because he was a 
fan but also because he had spent nearly forty years of his 
life studying various types of face-to-face and online violence 
against women and had been involved in progressive strug- 
gles to end these harms. He felt he had to do something right 
away and thus emailed Stu Cowan on July 25. What follows 
is a copy of Walter’s message: 


Dear Mr. Cowan, 
First, let me introduce myself. My name is Dr. Walter 
DeKeseredy. I am a Canadian citizen who works at West 
Virginia University and who is a big Habs fan — until now. 
I have devoted 36 years of my life to studying violence 
against women, including conducting the 1992 Canadian 
national survey on woman abuse in university /college 
dating. My work also focuses on the harms caused by the 
Habs’ first round draft pick. What [Mailloux] did is defined 
by leading experts in the field as “Image-Based Sexual 
Abuse.” Attached are two articles I published on this topic. 
I would be more than happy to talk to you about this 
problem. Also note that I subscribe to the Montreal Gazette 
and I am an avid reader of your columns. More informa- 


tion about me can be found below my signature. 


Stu got back to Walter the next day and interviewed him for 
two columns that appeared in the Montreal Gazette on July 27: 
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“Canadiens Drafting Mailloux ‘Reflects Deep Insensitivity’: 
Expert,” and “Canadiens’ Pick Logan Mailloux Has Lots of 
Work to Do Off Ice: Expert.” Around the same time, Walter’s 
close friend and colleague, Martin D. Schwartz, published 
an important article on patriarchal masculinities, sport, 
and male-on-female violence in the widely read and cited 
scientific journal Violence against Women. In this piece, titled 
“Masculinities, Sport, and Violence against Women,” Martin 
pointed out that while there had been a burst of creative in- 
vestigation into the relationship between sport and woman 
abuse in the 1980s and 1990s, unfortunately this connection 
had been ignored in recent years. He also declared that it was 
time to go back and take up this topic again. This is one of 
the key reasons we decided to team up and write this book. 

Drawing on decades of rigorous sociological research and 
Stu Cowan’s rich experience as a sports journalist specializing 
in hockey-related issues, Skating on Thin Ice supplies salient 
examples of abusive, misogynistic, racist, and homophobic 
behaviors in the world of professional hockey and examines 
the larger societal forces that perpetuate and legitimate the 
harms covered in each chapter. Much attention is given to the 
voices of survivors in chapter 2 because effective means of 
preventing what happened to them must be rooted in respect 
for their experiential knowledge. 

Why is the abuse of women so common in professional 
hockey? Based on numerous years of careful, hands-on research 
done by Walter DeKeseredy and Martin Schwartz (and their 
colleagues), we answer this question in chapter 3 by intro- 
ducing a new male peer support theory, which deals with the 
many influences, including having sexist and abusive peers, 


Preface | xvii 


that convince men that they are entitled to the privileges of 
patriarchy and that on some occasions it is acceptable to use 
force to compel women to behave accordingly. Our theory, 
though, does not put all the blame on professional hockey. We 
show that young men like Logan Mailloux enter the world 
of professional hockey already trained and primed to treat 
women as objects and to commit violent acts against them. 

It is not only male peer support that contributes to profes- 
sional hockey players’ violence against women and senior 
team officials’ tolerance of their hurtful behavior. In chapter 4 
we thus center on the broader social factors that uphold 
toxic hockey culture. These include patriarchal structures 
in society that affect the socialization patterns of men and 
the ways they learn to do masculinity. Many men learn that 
it is appropriate to abuse women; this often flows naturally 
from the objectification of women, the acceptance of rape 
myths, and the lessons learned from today’s often violent 
and racist pornography. 

What is to be done about this toxic hockey culture? Chap- 
ter 5 provides progressive answers to this question, but it 
does not simply repeat what others have already called for. 
Instead, we supplement previous suggestions with more 
contemporary initiatives. Informed by our male peer support 
theory, considerable attention is devoted to outlining the role 
that progressive men can play in preventing the pain and 
suffering that we have identified. Our wish is that this book 
helps make a difference. It is not enough to simply look at 
what we know about an issue or experience. We then must 
ask how this knowledge helps define and change individ- 
ual experiences — how this knowledge reflects or changes 
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power dynamics, institutions like professional hockey, and 
relationships in society. 

Obviously, the three of us do not have all the possible 
solutions, but as critical thinkers with a passion for hockey, 
what we do know for sure is what Simon Winlow, Steve Hall, 
James Treadwell, and Daniel Briggs state in their 2015 book 
Riots and Political Protest: “Things cannot go on as they are.” 
Hopefully, the world of professional hockey will be a better 
place when you finish reading this book. 


1 


More Than a Few Bad Men 


And so, while one part of the equation that constructs masculinity 
has been turned upside-down by a global economy and a move 
toward equality for women, the other side has worked twice as hard 
at providing constant affirmation of male strength and aggression 
in the face of such challenges. This is just one of the many unspoken 
jobs for which the young men who play the game from October to 
May are responsible. 


— Laura Robinson! 


Elite hockey players are under enormous pressure, espe- 
cially in large cities such as Montreal, where the legendary 
Montreal Canadiens are what Michael McKinley, among 
many others, defines as a “secular religion.”” Montreal 
fans always expect their team to win the National Hockey 
League’s (NHL) coveted Stanley Cup. This enormously 
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high expectation often results in certain players becom- 
ing objects of fan and journalist ridicule, which, in turn, 
leads some of them to experience debilitating forms 
of mental illness. 

Canadiens forward Jonathan Drouin is one such player. 
The spring of 2021 was an exciting but unexpected time 
for the Canadiens because of their weak regular season 
performance. They surprisingly made the playoffs and, 
against all odds, went to the Stanley Cup finals. Unfortu- 
nately, Drouin could not help his teammates. He missed the 
latter part of the season and the playoffs because he was 
suffering from anxiety and insomnia, ailments that have 
plagued him for years. In a one-on-one television inter- 
view with Chantal Machabée on Reseau des sports (RDS) 
on September 20, 2021, Drouin revealed that he stopped 
playing hockey on April 23: “That week was difficult for 
me ... I had fallen ill to the point where I was no longer 
controlling my body. That was really the moment when 
I realized that I need to take a break from hockey, to take 
a step back.” 

Goaltender Carey Price is also a prominent member of 
the Montreal Canadiens franchise. Though he helped his 
team reach the 2021 Stanley Cup finals with a stellar playoff 
performance and much praise from the media and fans, he 
did not start the 2021-2 season. Price voluntarily took some 
much-needed personal time off to enter the NHL/NHL Players 
Association (NHLPA) player assistance program, which helps 
players and their families address mental health, substance 
abuse, and other issues. 


More Than a Few Bad Men | 3 


What happened? In a column written for the Montreal 
Gazette on October 7, 2021, Brendan Kelly suggests that 
Montreal’s intense hockey atmosphere could be a major 
contributing factor: 


Are the issues that sent him to the assistance program due to 
the intense pressure of playing in a city where we are obsessed. 
with our hockey team and treat it like our shared religion? Or 
is it something he’s been carrying with him from long before? 
We just don’t know.? 


On November 9, 2021, the truth about Price’s condition 
emerged shortly before the Canadiens were to play a home 
game against the Los Angeles Kings. He entered a residential 
treatment facility for substance abuse, a mental health-related 
problem that can be exacerbated by work-related stress. Price 
issued this statement on his Instagram account about his time 
in the player assistance program: 


Over the last few years I have let myself get to a very dark 
place and I didn’t have the tools to cope with that struggle ... 
Things had reached a point that I realized I needed to prioritize 
my health for both myself and for my family. Asking for help 
when you need it is what we encourage our kids to do, and 
it was what I needed to do. 

Iam working through years of neglecting my own mental 
health which will take some time to repair; all I can do is 
take it day by day. With that comes some uncertainty when 
I will return to play." 
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It is not only male professional hockey players who expe- 
rience what Drouin and Price did because they are expected 
to meet exceedingly high performance standards. Consider 
US gymnast Simone Biles who withdrew froma July 27, 2021, 
Olympic team event, citing pressure and mental health prob- 
lems. Earlier that same year, tennis star Naomi Osaka opted 
out of the French Open and Wimbledon because of anxiety 
and other mental health issues. The pressure to succeed as 
a high-level, competitive athlete knows no age, sex, gender 
identity, race, or class boundaries. Yet, there is a different type 
of pressure that primarily exists among groups of male athletes 
who participate in contact sports like professional hockey. 

This pressure is the central focus of our book. It involves 
prioritizing a relentless quest for victory but also living up to 
the principles of hegemonic masculinity, which is the dominant 
form of masculinity in North America, Australia, the United 
Kingdom, and in many other parts of the world.’ The basic 
components of hegemonic masculinity suggest that men must 
(a) avoid all things feminine; (b) engage in frequent sexual 
relations with women; (c) show toughness and aggression; 
(d) exhibit self-reliance; (e) exhibit non-relational attitudes 
toward sexuality; and (f) actively engage in homophobia. 

Many rugby clubs exemplify these principles, and the 
following observation made nearly four decades ago still 
holds true today: 


Rugby clubs from the beginning were places for testing, 
expressing, and accentuating masculinity; by mocking and 
vilifying women in obscene songs; by ridiculing homosex- 


uality through songs and male stripteases; by extremes of 
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drunkenness; by initiation ceremonies in which initiates were 
stripped, often forcibly, and their genitals defiled with noxious 
substances; by exceedingly rough and violent behavior on the 
field of play. These traditions have lasted wherever rugby is 
played, though usually in diluted form.° 


More recent evidence is provided by the London School of 
Economics (LSE) rugby club. In 2014, it was banned after 
constantly engaging in sexist, racist, homophobic, and misog- 
ynistic behaviors. What is more, prior to this date, punitive 
action was taken against the club for doing the following: 


“Blacking up,” dressing as Guantanamo Bay prisoners, 
and imitating Muslim students’ prayers as they left their 
place of prayer; 

¢ being involved in Nazi-themed drinking games, which 
resulted in a Jewish student’s nose being broken; 
damaging LSE property; and 


running naked through LSE and urinating on school 
buildings.’ 


Elite hockey is not immune from similar types of miscon- 
duct. For instance, a class-action lawsuit filed in late June 2020 
against the Canadian Hockey League (CHL), the Western 
Hockey League (WHL), the Ontario Hockey League (OHL), 
and the Quebec Major Junior Hockey League (QMJHL) alleged 
that players were forced to masturbate in front of teammates 
and their coaches, and that they were coerced to sexually 
assault teammates, consume the saliva, urine, and feces of 
other players, and to sexually abuse animals.* Though the 
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suit did not move forward, it also alleged that players had 
heavy objects tied to their genitals, had their genitals dipped 
in noxious substances, and had objects like hockey sticks 
forced into their anuses.’ 

The sexual, physical, economic, and psychological abuse 
of women is another ugly feature of hegemonic masculinity. 
This gender-based problem is not a new epidemic in the world 
of professional and junior hockey. Actually, the concept of an 
“epidemic” is out of place here. To health officials, an epidemic 
is a disease that devastates a population before eventually 
subsiding. The abuse of women, however, is deeply entrenched 
in the elite hockey world as well as in other all-male contact 
sports. Thus, woman abuse in hockey can be more accurately 
seen as endemic, a long-term and perhaps even permanent 
feature to be found among certain people in certain places. 
The problem is much broader than a few bad men involved 
in this sport at many levels. 

Every sport rooted in competitive masculinity produces 
some troublesome men, from sailing to skiing to tennis to 
video gaming and esports. And there is also no question that 
North American professional football, hockey, basketball, and 
baseball, like British rugby, seem to produce more than their 
share of violent, racist, homophobic, and misogynist men. 
While it is true that all sports produce violent men, studies 
that have compared violence against women across various 
sports find major differences. Most of these crimes are com- 
mitted by male athletes in “revenue producing contact sports” 
such as professional hockey. These findings demonstrate the 
problem of “clumping all sport environments together under 
the rubric of athletic affiliation.”’° A study of male athletes 
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versus nonathletes might not find major differences, but a 
study of popular money-making sports versus everyone else 
certainly will. 

The contemporary data offered in this book and other 
sources confirm what Michael Messner, a leading expert 
on the connection between gender, sports, and violence, 
concluded in 2005. In his analysis of the part sports plays in 
the construction of white, heterosexual masculinity, Messner 
found that “male athletes’ off-the-field violence is generated 
from the normal, everyday dynamics at the center of male 
athletic culture.” Some sociologists even go as far to contend 
that in a culture that produces high rates of violence against 
women supported by the presence of all-male, pro-abuse 
subcultures, it is male athletes who do not sexually harass, 
beat, and rape women who are the deviants.'? The norm is 
to engage in this behavior. 

Noxious male athletic culture, on top of producing men who 
abuse women, frequently generates male players, coaches, 
team presidents, and others who engage in offline and online 
racist and homophobic means of communication. Former Las 
Vegas Raiders coach Jon Gruden is a recent case in point. The 
Wall Street Journal reported that back in July 2011, Gruden sent 
a racist email to Bruce Allen, then president of the Washington 
Redskins (now the Washington Commanders), remarking that 
NFL (National Football League) Players Association executive 
director DeMaurice Smith (who is Black) “has the lips the size 
of michellin [sic] tires.”’° In a public response on October 10, 
2021, Gruden said, “I’m really sorry ... I don’t have a racial 
bone in my body, and I’ve proven that for 58 years.”"* He is 
right. For USA Today columnist Nancy Armour, “It is more 
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like a metric ton. Along with misogyny, homophobia and 
every other brand of bigotry.”” 

Support for Armour’s contention emerged on Monday, 
October 11, when the New York Times published excerpts of 
Gruden’s emails that were sent between 2011 and 2018 and 
obtained by the NFL in its investigation of the Washington 
team’s toxic culture and abusive behaviors that flourished 
under the leadership of owner Daniel Snyder. The inquiry 
resulted in a minimal (for billionaires) USD$10 million fine, 
but the NFL also made sure there was no written report and 
gave Snyder the power to permanently suppress any infor- 
mation from the investigation, such as the accusations that 
he personally engaged in sexual harassment. 

On June 22, 2022, the US House Committee on Oversight 
and Reform released a twenty-nine-page memo detailing the 
results of its eight-month inquiry into how the Commanders 
and the NFL dealt with claims of unbridled sexual harass- 
ment of the team’s female employees. The memo includes 
evidence showing Snyder’s role in creating a hostile work 
environment and his attempts to discredit victims and wit- 
nesses by launching a shadow investigation to influence the 
NFL's internal investigation into workplace misconduct at 
the Commanders. "* It should also be noted that Snyder and 
his team were twice subjects of an NFL-led investigation into 
sexual harassment and workplace misconduct, the second of 
which began in early 2022.” 

Returning to Gruden’s wrongdoings, while broadcast- 
ing for ESPN, he sent emails from his personal account to 
Allen’s team account. The New York Times found that Grud- 
en’s messages included homophobic slurs directed at NFL 
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commissioner Roger Godell and a derogatory statement 
about one team’s decision to draft a gay player. Gruden also 
exchanged pictures of topless cheerleaders with Allen and 
other men associated with the NFL, ridiculed trans woman 
Caitlyn Jenner, denounced the NFL’s hiring of female referees, 
and called for the firing of players who, in support of the 
Black Lives Matter movement, kneel during the US national 
anthem. Interestingly, Carl Nassib, the first gay NFL player 
to publicly come out, currently plays for the Raiders. 

After these revelations, Gruden resigned as Raiders’ coach 
on the evening of October 11, 2021, saying, “I love the Raiders 
and do not want to be a distraction ... I’m sorry, I never meant 
to hurt anyone.”’® As is typical in the NFL, we are left with 
Gruden’s insincere apologies but no accompanying moves to 
provide major organizational culture shifts. This is part and 
parcel of the consequences of the injuries done by Gruden and 
others like him who are affiliated with the NFL.’? The same 
can be said about the NHL, and the case of Logan Mailloux 
immediately comes to mind. 

Prior to December 2020, Logan Mailloux looked forward 
to an unblemished professional hockey career. He was 
destined to play in the NHL for the Canadiens. But, in late 
summer of 2021, his future with them was unclear, and so 
was his opportunity to rejoin the London Knights, which 
is a prestigious OHL team. On September 2, 2021, the OHL 
suspended him indefinitely for violating the league’s code 
of conduct. 

Deemed by many hockey fans to be a forgivable mistake, 
Mailloux photographed a woman without her consent while 
performing a consensual sexual act while on loan from the 
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Knights to SK Lejon, a Swedish amateur team, during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Mailloux then shared this image and 
her name with his teammates on Snapchat. He was charged 
with, and convicted of, defamation and offensive photography 
and fined USD$1,650 by a Swedish court in December 2020. 
This outcome surprised many because most perpetrators of 
image-based sexual abuse (also commonly referred to as “re- 
venge porn”) never face serious legal consequences. Rather, 
their female targets are the ones who suffer. Many, if not 
most, survivors experience one or more of these outcomes: 
victim-blaming; ridicule; lost employment opportunities; and 
alienation from family members, friends, and community 
members.” 

Ponder the case of a 2012 rape in Steubenville, a small city 
of about 18,000 in a predominately rural county located in the 
Appalachian region of eastern Ohio.”! The events in Steuben- 
ville should give us pause to contemplate the seriousness of 
image-based sexual abuse in real-life terms, for in this town, 
two high school football players were convicted of raping a 
local girl of high school age while she was intoxicated after 
attending several parties held on August 11, right before the 
new school year began. What brought the incident to light 
were the videos and photographs posted on YouTube, Insta- 
gram, and Facebook by those who were there. 

This example highlights those who callously posted their 
exploits on social media outlets, others at the party who did 
nothing to stop the abuse, the pedestal on which football is 
placed in this economically declining area, and the tight- 
knit relationships between the sheriff and other community 
leaders and the football coach, team, and parents and players. 
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It is also about the trauma experienced by the rape survivor. 
After the two perpetrators were found guilty on March 17, 
2013, she was threatened by people siding with the players, 
and she experienced other harrowing indicators of victim 
blaming that left her “wondering if she has any friends in 
the world.”” 

In Steubenville, the players involved were not good enough 
to play professional ball, but Mailloux was a star with pro- 
fessional potential. However, he renounced himself from the 
2021 summer NHL draft because, in his words, 


this is a huge mistake I’ve made. A stupid, childish mistake. 
I was selfish. I want the victim and her family to know how 
sincerely sorry Iam and how remorseful Iam. I know now how 
it can affect their family. I regret doing it, but there is nothing 
Ican do about that now. I hope they can forgive me one day.” 


Though Mailloux publicly asked not to be drafted, a player 
cannot remove himself from the draft. Although other teams 
ignored the talented player and he slid down the draft board, 
the Canadiens took advantage of this rule and ignored Mail- 
loux’s request. Instead, they selected him as a first-round pick. 
After the move was heavily criticized, team officials provided 
this rationale for their highly questionable behavior: 


By drafting prospect Logan Mailloux with the 31st overall 
pick, the Montreal Canadiens not only selected a promising 
hockey player, but also a young man who recently admitted 
to making a serious mistake. The Canadiens are aware of the 


situation and by no means minimize the severity of Logan’s 
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actions. Logan understands the impact of his actions. His 
recent public statement is a genuine acknowledgement of 
his poor behavior and the first step on his personal journey. 

We are making a commitment to accompany Logan on 
his journey by providing him with the tools to mature and 
the necessary support to guide him in his development. We 
are also committed to raising awareness among our play- 
ers about the repercussions of their actions on the lives of 
others. 


Former Canadiens general manager Marc Bergevin added to 
the above justification by stating, “He’s 17 years old and he’s 
willing and understanding and remorseful and he has a lot of 
work to do, but he’s already started to put it behind him and 
have a hockey career.” Nevertheless, the woman Mailloux 
abused told The Athletic that his apologies were not sincere. 
She also said, “I do not think that Logan has understood the 
seriousness of his behavior ... All I wanted was a heartfelt 
apology for his behavior.””° 

Mailloux did not stay off the ice for long. On December 
29, 2021, the OHL reinstated him. Nowhere in its rationale 
for doing so, however, was there any evidence of Mailloux 
making amends to the survivor of his abuse or any reference 
to the needs she has for rebuilding her life: 


Since the time of suspension, with the support of the Lon- 
don Knights, Logan Mailloux has participated in therapy 
and counselling with Dr. Lindsay Forbes, and a personal 
development plan under the leadership of Wendy Glover. 
Ms. Glover is a London-based, experienced holistic athletic 
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development practitioner, academic and personal develop- 
ment advisor, teacher and member of the Ontario School 
Counsellors Association. 

After reviewing the program, speaking with the player and 
Ms. Glover, and receiving a commitment from the player to 
continue with his personal development program, the League 
is satisfied that Logan Mailloux has undertaken the necessary 
steps and will reinstate him, effective January 1, 2022.” 


Put another way, blatantly missing from the OHL’s actions 
is a victim-centered approach, one that prioritizes the notion 
of parallel justice. This involves seeking a path for justice 
for survivors of woman abuse that parallels what hockey 
organizations like the London Knights and OHL offer to of- 
fenders like Mailloux.”* Certainly, his victim deserves equal 
assistance, and more will be said about potentially effective 
parallel justice efforts in chapter 5. 

Mailloux’s crime was not Bergevin’s first experience with 
sexual abuse. He was the Chicago Blackhawks director of 
player personnel in 2010 when two players made sexual as- 
sault allegations against then video coach Brad Aldrich and 
the Blackhawks front office executives chose not to report 
these incidents to the police. When, shortly before the draft 
of Mailloux occurred, the media asked Bergevin to comment 
on the accusations, he tersely retorted that he was unaware of 
the alleged sexual assaults or of a team management meeting 
to discuss Aldrich: 


It came out recently, there was a meeting that I heard was 
done in Chicago. I was not part of any meeting, and I was 
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not part of any decision based on that. I was unaware of what 


was going on at the time. You can go on the record with that.” 


One can only speculate about Bergevin’s reaction to the 
independent Jenner & Block law firm’s 107-page report on 
how the Blackhawks dealt with the sexual assault allegations 
against Aldrich.” The report was released on October 26, 2021, 
and it resulted in the Blackhawks being fined USD$2 million 
by the NHL due to “the organization’s inadequate internal 
procedures and insufficient and untimely response” to the 
complaints.*! Additionally, Stan Bowman, Chicago’s general 
manager and president of hockey operations, resigned from 
his job and his position as general manager of the 2022 US 
Olympic men’s hockey team. Al Maclsaac, vice president of 
hockey operations, also resigned, and NHL commissioner Gary 
Bettman announced his intention to meet with then Florida 
Panthers coach Joel Quenneville and current Winnipeg Jets 
general manager Kevin Cheveldayoff. These two men also 
attended the team management meeting, were named in the 
report, and were Blackhawks employees when the sexual 
assault allegations were first brought to light. 

Kyle Beach, one of the two survivors of Aldrich’s abuse, 
came forward with his experiences in a TSN SportsCentre 
interview with Rick Westhead the day after the report was 
released. Beach talked about how much pain he endured and 
made this statement, which closely resembles those recounted 
by thousands of female survivors of sexual assault: “Until very 
recently, I did not talk about it, I did not discuss it, I didn’t 
think about it. And now that I’m beginning to heal, I begin to 
look back and it definitely had impacts on my life ... acted 
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out, [snapped ... I did things that I never could imagine doing. 
I relied on alcohol, I relied on drugs.” 

The same day as Beach’s highly emotional interview, Quen- 
neville was behind the bench coaching the Florida Panthers 
as if nothing had happened. His exemption from negative 
consequences for his part in mishandling Beach’s allegation, 
however, was short-lived. Two days later, on October 28, 2021, 
he resigned his position as coach shortly after meeting with 
Bettman, but the Cheveldayoff—Bettman summit that occurred 
the next day led to Cheveldayoff keeping his job, which might 
be interpreted as a statement on his (non) culpability. And 
what about Bergevin? His role in drafting Mailloux, along 
with the worst start to a season in Canadiens’ history (and 
other factors), led to the Canadiens firing him as well as as- 
sistant general manager Trevor Timmins, and Paul Wilson, 
senior vice president of public affairs and communications, 
on November 28, 2021.** Will Bergevin ever be implicated in 
the case of Kyle Beach? Only time will tell. 

Since Bettman left the door open for Quenneville to even- 
tually return to the NHL, many skeptics question whether 
his resignation and his ostensibly remorseful statement that 
accompanied it are heartfelt or just more barefaced instances 
of institutional damage control. After his meeting with Quen- 
neville, Bettman said: 


We thank the Panthers’ organization for working with us 
to ensure that a thorough process was followed. Given the 
result, there is no need for any further action by the NHL 
regarding Mr. Quenneville at this time. However, should he 
wish to re-enter the League in some capacity in the future, 
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I will require a meeting with him in advance in order to de- 
termine the appropriate conditions under which such new 
employment might take place. 


And what does one make of Blackhawks captain Jonathan 
Toews’s response to the Jenner & Block report the day after 
it was released? Toews was quoted in USA Today as saying, 
“It wasn’t something that was taken super seriously at the 
time.” To be fair, he expressed some sympathy for Beach, but 
he seemed to express significantly more for Bowman and 
Maclsaac: 


Make any argument you want, they’re not directly complicit 
in the activities that happened ... It’s not up to me to com- 
ment on whether they would like to deal with it differently 
or not. Ijust know them as people and I’ve had a relationship 
and friendship with them for a long time as being part of the 
Blackhawks family. 

How this situation went down, what the timeline was, 
what they knew, I can’t really comment on that. It’s obvi- 
ously a tough day. Regardless of the mistakes that may have 
been made, for someone like Stan who has done so much 
for the Blackhawks, and Al as well, to lose everything they 
care about and their livelihoods as well, I don’t understand 
how that makes it go away — just delete them from existence 
and that’s it, we’ll never hear from them. So, I have a lot of 
respect for them as good people. They’re good people. 


It is often said that “everyone is entitled to their opinion,” 
and that individuals are sometimes good to certain people 
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but bad to others. Our view, however, is that those who are 
considered “good people” overall don’t do what Bowman, 
Aldrich, and their colleagues did to Beach. Good people also 
wouldn’t contribute to the subsequent atrocity perpetrated 
by Aldrich. After the Blackhawks won the 2010 Stanley Cup, 
Aldrich was given the option to resign, which he did, and 
the Jenner & Block report reveals that Quenneville gave him 
a letter of endorsement that enabled him to get jobs with 
USA Hockey, Miami University in Ohio (where two sexual 
assault allegations were brought against him), and the high 
school in Houghton, Michigan, where he was convicted of 
sexually assaulting a teenager in 2013. Good people, as USA 
Today reporter Nancy Armour makes clear, would not allow 
“lives to be ruined so they could add their names to the 
Stanley Cup.”*° 

Were there any repercussions from the Blackhawks sexual 
abuse cover-up besides the Jenner & Block report and people 
losing their jobs? Toronto Star reporter Chris Johnston asserts 
that the NHL’s “cone of silence has been punctured.”*” What 
is Johnston’s rationale for drawing this conclusion? For him, 
it was a major step forward that the day after Beach relayed 
his experiences to Westhead, the NHL sent a memo to all team 
governors, presidents, general managers, and head coaches 
stating that all league and team personnel, including players, 
must instantly report inappropriate or criminal conduct to 
Gary Bettman or NHL deputy commissioner Bill Daly. 

The reports can be made, anonymously if preferred, directly 
or through a hotline administered by Deloitte.** This hotline 
was set up in December 2019 following the resignation of 
Calgary Flames coach Bill Peters that November after it was 
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revealed that he directed racist slurs at Nigerian-born former 
Flames player Akim Aliu. Reports can also be made by email, 
by speaking to a live operator, or by leaving a voicemail 
message in one of nine languages commonly used by NHL 
players. Based on the implementation of the NHL’s new 
strategy, the attention given to the Kyle Beach case, and the 
November 10, 2021, resignation of Anaheim Ducks general 
manager Bill Murray due to allegations of an ongoing pattern 
of verbally abusing members of the Ducks organization, John- 
ston assumes that “a culture of secrecy in the back hallways 
of NHL organizations is getting peeled back and examined 
under new light ... More people in hockey are talking than 
ever before. And they’re starting to be heard.”*” 

While we commend Johnston’s optimism, it will take much 
more than a recent string of events to, as Laura Robinson 
puts it, “change the lineup.” Robinson is also spot on to spec- 
ify that “we can’t change a few policies and procedures in 
hockey and expect that [things] will change for the better ... 
The culture needs to change.”“’ We concur, and ways of doing 
so are proposed in chapter 5. 

The highly injurious behaviors described in this chapter 
and throughout this book are, again, not isolated incidents 
or the acts of a select few deviant men. As Rachel Doerrie, 
contributor to EP Rinkside and OHL scout, correctly noted 
in her July 19, 2021, column, they are a product of a broader 
culture that needs to change: 


Quite clearly, hockey culture is a terrible place ... It’s in a place 
where it’s fine to draft players guilty of sex crimes or racial 
bullying and or [sic] to hire those accused of domestic violence 
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to front office jobs. This is the culture that’s been accepted in 
the game: As long as you can skate, shoot, hit and contribute 
on the ice, you can be a deplorable human off of it.’ 


Doerrie is not exaggerating. There are many more hockey 
players like Mailloux who could easily be identified here. He 
is certainly not among a unique minority who abuse women 
and who, as Gianluca Agostinelli puts it in his contribution to 
The Conversation, “treat social media as virtual locker rooms, 
where they brag of their sexual achievements and share their 
sordid stories of their ‘conquests’ of women.” For example, 
in October 2021, two members of the Victoriaville Tigres, both 
nineteen, were formerly charged with sexually assaulting a 
minor the previous June and filming this harm to share.”® 

Some perpetrators don’t share their crimes on social 
media but still record them. In the summer of 2022, Cana- 
dian hockey fans were shocked by stories of alleged gang 
rapes involving members of the 2003 and 2018 men’s World 
Junior hockey teams. Sources told TSN’s Rick Westhead 
in July 2022 that a player referred to the 2003 atrocity as a 
“fucking lamb roast” before videotaping a group rape of an 
unresponsive woman.” The video is described as being six 
or seven minutes long and shows some six players taking 
turns sexually assaulting this woman who was lying face 
up ona pool table.” The 2018 incident was also videotaped, 
but, in July 2022, lawyers for seven unnamed members of 
the team showed Globe and Mail reporters two video clips 
recorded on June 17, 2018, which they claim prove that the 
sexual contact was consensual and that the woman was not 
scared, intimidated, or drunk.*° 


20 | Skating on Thin Ice 


This book does not simply list all the incidents of misogynist 
behaviors committed by hockey players and other athletes 
that have transpired over the years. Definitely, more salient 
examples of people like Mailloux will be provided. But sound 
research shows that male athletes who participate in professional 
combative sports commit more crimes than nonathletes,”” and 
it is our goal to explain why this is so. Drawing on extensive 
sociological research and Stu Cowan’s rich experience as a 
sportswriter specializing in hockey-related issues (particu- 
larly those pertaining to the Montreal Canadiens), we delve 
deeply into the broader cultural forces that encourage and 
legitimate hockey players’ violence against women. 

Many people have asked, “What was Logan Mailloux think- 
ing when he illegally distributed a photograph of his sexual 
relations with a woman?” The answer necessitates focusing on 
the social nature of behaviors like his and the reasons profes- 
sional hockey culture accepts them. Professional hockey is an 
integral part of rape culture, in which sexual assault and other 
male attacks on women are normalized and women are blamed 
for their victimization. We are not the first people to make this 
assertion. Comb the internet and you will find many of the 
same or similar claims. Additionally, some feminist scholars and 
other researchers have examined patriarchal and misogynist 
beliefs expounded, supported, and propagated by participants 
in team sports, and they have attempted to link such beliefs to 
the harming of women in a broad variety of manners. 

Journalists and academics have long argued that the 
pervasive misogynist language habitually used by some 
professional athletes can be connected to the sexual violence 
that they and others commit. There was a burst of creative 
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investigation into sports masculinities and violence against 
women in the 1980s and 1990s, but this connection has been 
ignored in recent years. There are occasional attempts to 
reveal the deep-seated anti-woman culture in sports, such 
as the series of exposés about the behaviors of prominent 
people like Jon Gruden and Logan Mailloux, but as soon as 
the heat dies down the NFL and other leagues manage to 
sweep everything back under the rug. 

It is time to go back and take this topic up again, and the 
key goal of this book is to do so by examining the connections 
between professional hockey, rape culture, and violence against 
women. But why focus primarily on this sport? Hockey, like 
other combative, professional male sports, has a culture of 
toxic masculinity and rewards men for their violent behavior 
on and off the ice. Yet, there are also certain features that are 
exclusive to hockey culture: 


[Hockey] thinks of itself as a sport that imparts positive values 
and creates better people, especially in making “boys into 
men.” It champions respect, teamwork, niceness, and coach- 
ability. While these values are good, they are often twisted into 
something more sinister. These “values” are converted into 
actions that control and shape how players think, feel, and act. 
Hockey exists in its own bubble, literally and figuratively. 
It’s composed mostly of boys and men who are white, cishet, 
straight, and upper-class. And those who play often become 
coaches and teach the same values to the next generation.** 


What you will soon discover, if you haven’t already, is that 
major cultural shifts have not happened in the last couple of 
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decades, a conclusion confirmed by Jashvina Shah, a freelance 
hockey reporter and co-author (with Evan F. Moore) of the 
2021 book Game Misconduct: Hockey’s Toxic Culture and How 
to Fix It. She is also a sexual assault survivor, and her words 
below constitute a rallying cry: 


Nothing has changed. In some ways, it’s gotten worse ... 
hockey is still operating now the way it did twenty years ago 
... Organized hockey is too often a safe haven for predators. 
This isn’t new. Convicted sex criminals have been signed 
before, as recently as 2018. But now feels worse than before. 
Now it feels like gloating in the faces of the survivors.” 


If you don’t believe her, consider these facts. On July 27, 
2022, news sources reported that Hockey Canada had settled 
twenty-one sexual misconduct claims since 1989, paying 
out CAD$8.9 million in compensation. Nine victims were 
paid from Hockey Canada’s National Equity Fund, which 
is partially funded by membership fees paid for by parents 
entering their children into the sport.*° Then, there is, in the 
words of Jack Todd, “the mother of all hockey sex scandals, 
the Hockey Canada Eight and the decision made by hockey’s 
national governing body to pay off the victim of an alleged 
2018 gang sexual assault to settle a [CAD]$3.55-million law- 
suit and buy her silence on behalf of her assailants.”°! Todd 
is referring to eight members of the 2018 Canadian men’s 
World Junior team. 

Within academia, the study of masculinities has continued 
to expand into new areas. Nonetheless, research on the specific 
relationship between sport and violence against women has 
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stagnated over the past fifteen years. For example, in the 2018 
Palgrave Handbook of Feminism and Sport, Leisure and Physical 
Education, only one of fifty-four chapters covering close to 900 
pages was allotted to masculinities, and none were devoted 
to violence against women. Our book, then, reinvigorates 
interest in the relationship between male participation in 
male combative sports and various types of woman abuse. 

The actions of Gruden and the aforementioned hockey 
players are not only symptoms of rape culture. They are also 
often indicators of what sociologist Michael Kimmel refers 
to as aggrieved entitlement, that is, 


the sense that those benefits to which you believed yourself 
entitled have been snatched away from you by unseen forces 
larger and more powerful. You feel yourself to be heir to a 
great promise, the American Dream, which has turned into 
an impossible fantasy for the very people who were supposed 


to inherit it.°? 


Aggrieved entitlement not only exists among those involved 
in professional combative sports but also fueled the 2016 
election of former US president Donald Trump. Despite 
numerous progressive changes spawned by the feminist 
movement that have occurred over the past several decades, 
and even with 2016 US presidential candidate Hillary Clinton 
embracing parts of conservative policies, once again a man 
was elected president of the United States. Why not another 
man? One answer is that “the desire for a strong virile man in 
the White House runs deep in the American DNA.” Related 
to this point is that there remains an anti-feminist backlash 
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in combative male sports organizations and other parts of 
society driven in part by a desire to return to the “good old 
days” when male superiority and privilege were normalized. 

Many agree with USA Today sports columnist Mike Free- 
man’s observation that Jon Gruden’s emails exemplify the 
main ingredients of aggrieved entitlement: 


Gruden’s emails hit all of these points. It’s rare to peel back a 
public curtain and see unvarnished, white grievance bro cul- 
ture in action, but that’s what you see with his emails. Gruden 
hits all the familiar targets. He denounced the emergence of 
women game Officials, hated the drafting of gay player Mi- 
chael Sam and attacked Kaepernick and protesting players.” 


It is difficult to miss that less than a handful of NHL and 
elite amateur hockey players are Black, and that they con- 
stantly endure racism on and off the ice. Think about what 
happened to Wayne Simmonds, now playing for the Toronto 
Maple Leafs. In September 2011, during a preseason game in 
London, Ontario, a “fan” threw a banana at him as he scored 
in a shoot-out. The next year, while playing in the Czech Re- 
public during an NHL lockout, spectators yelled “Opice” at 
Simmonds and his friend Chris Steward. Opice, in English, 
means “monkey.” 

Itis often said, “That was then, and this is now.” Fast-forward 
to the present day and you will see that hockey’s racist history 
repeats itself. P.K. Subban, a Black former NHL defenseman, 
recently asked, “When does it stop? This is happening every 
day in our game. EVERY DAY!” He also said that stories 
resembling this one are sent to him every day.” In late 
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September 2021, HC Kremenchuk player Andrei Deniskin 
was suspended for thirteen games and fined USD$1,800 by 
the Ukrainian Hockey League for making a racist gesture 
against a Black opponent during a game. Deniskin mimed 
peeling and eating a banana in front of Jalen Smereck, who 
is from Detroit. Simmonds reacted to this by stating: 


It’s come to a point where it’s sickening, it’s disgusting. The 
way that guy did what he did without hesitancy, it makes 
me sick to my stomach. To know that I’ve got to play, and 
potentially have my children play hockey to face these types 
of incidents, I can see why people of colour don’t want to play 
hockey. I can see why parents are completely afraid to put 
their kids into the sport. I’m the same way as well. I’ve faced 
a lot of these things myself, and I don’t even know if I’d want 


my kids playing hockey to be quite honest.” 


Kurtis Gabriel, one of Simmonds’s teammates, was also angered 
by the light punishment given to Deniskin, declaring, “When 
you go light on racism, it just breeds ... So, you got to come 
down hard on it. And there’s no excuse for it anymore.””” 
But many NHL players apparently don’t feel the same 
way about their white colleagues sexual harassing women, 
and excuses seem to be accepted. Note what Toronto Maple 
Leafs player Auston Matthews did in May 2019. In Scottsdale, 
Arizona, he and a group of his friends tried to enter a female 
security guard’s car at 2:00 a.m. while she was sitting inside 
it. When she got out to confront them, some of Matthews’s 
friends tried to get everyone to return to his residence, but as 
Matthews walked away, he pulled his pants down and “mooned” 
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(with his underwear still on) the guard. In an incident report 
filed on May 26, 2019, the guard, who, incidentally, is a Black 
military veteran with PTSD, stated, “who knows what they 
intended to do,” and that “it was more than one guy.”** Some 
criminologists would label her experience an act of violence 
or, at the very least, sexual harassment.” When women like 
this guard are being followed, mooned, or harassed in other 
ways, they do not know how the event will end. It is only 
in retrospect that actions like Matthews’s can be labeled as 
“minor.” 

Even so, Matthews reportedly said that he thought it 
would be funny to see her reaction.®' Charges against 
him were eventually dismissed, and in July 2020, the 
NHL proudly announced that Matthews was a Lady Byng 
Memorial Trophy finalist. Ironically, this trophy goes to a 
player who has “exhibited the best type of sportsmanship 
and gentlemanly conduct combined with a high standard 
of playing ability.”°* Even the popular media trivialized 
Matthews’s actions. Now retired Hockey Night in Canada 
play-by-play commentator Jim Hughson, for example, 
downplayed Matthews’s unacceptable conduct while 
praising accused rapist Patrick Kane (a current member 
of the New York Rangers): 


When I thought about that, I looked back to 2012 and thought 
about Patrick Kane ... (who) got into a little trouble with too 
many cameras around in Wisconsin that summer. And what 
did he do? He came back and was the Conn Smythe Trophy 
winner and won the Stanley Cup. And that’s how you put a 
little problem behind you.” 
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How do people like Hughson and Matthews get away with 
their actions and comments? Chapter 3 provides a detailed 
answer to this question, but this is a suitable preamble to that 
part of our book. As Chris Baud writes: 


In such a predominantly white sport with a toxic, insular 
culture, it’s easy to see how such a predominantly white, 
male media is going to cover up and enforce that status quo. 
Imagine how it feels to be a female hockey writer, having to 
put up with so many colleagues who are willing to overlook 
blatant sexual harassment because ... what? A player is cool 
and nice to them in the media room? The NHL keeps saying, 
“Hockey is for everyone,” but it still doesn’t know how to 
fix its obvious cultural problems, and ultimately ends up 


excluding almost everyone.™ 


Yes, how does it feel to be a female hockey writer? Ac- 
cording to journalist Abbey Mastracco, sexual harassment 
“isn’t just a problem with players, coaches and executives. 
Women face opposition and harassment from co-workers 
and other media members.” She also said that her sexual 
harassment experiences in the worlds of professional hockey 
and baseball resulted in considerable trauma and her using 
avoidance strategies: 


I pulled back on my reporting, I only stuck close to players 
or coaches I was comfortable talking to, and I stopped trying 
to build sources. I hid in stairwells, I went up to the pressbox 
early and I didn’t eat with anyone. I just withdrew. This is not 
an effective way to do the job. I moved to New York wanting 
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to make an impact and tell good stories, but by the end of the 
first season, I absolutely dreaded going to the ballpark every 
day. I cried some days before going to work. No one in any 
profession should be scared to go to work.” 


Much more will be said about women’s traumatic experiences 
in the world of elite hockey in chapter 2. In the meantime, 
mull over the fact that thousands of stories about sexual 
harassment and sexual assaults committed by men affiliated 
with professional hockey exist on a broad array of websites. 
As Velgey recently noted in a blog for SB Nation: 


Five minutes of searching would reveal allegations of several 
sports figures including players, coaches, and team managers 
embroiled in sexual harassment or assault allegations in the 
past few years. Those searchers would also reveal that, much 
like the cases brought against political and entertainment fig- 
ures, legal cases are infrequently decided against the alleged 
harassers, if formal charges are made at all. 


Do a Google search using the words “sexual harassment in 
professional hockey.” Our hunt in February 2022 uncovered 
6,080,000 results in 0.48 seconds. Examples of story titles listed 
in our search include “New Details Emerge in Sexual Assault 
Allegations against Former Blackhawks Coach,” “Canucks 
Place Jake Virtanen on Leave after Sexual Misconduct,” and 
“Gods and Monsters — More Disturbing Stories about Hockey.” 

Despite the number of reports available on the internet about 
hockey players’ abuse of women and the fact that a number 
of professional hockey players (all of whom are white) have 
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been charged with violence against women over the past 
two decades, sports reporters, especially those based in the 
US, primarily turn their attention to acts of violence against 
women committed by NFL and National Basketball Association 
(NBA) players, most of whom are Black. These journalists often 
ask experts in the field, “What makes football or basketball 
players more inclined to abuse women?” Similar questions 
are rarely, if ever, asked about white hockey players.” 
Most sociologists and criminologists who study violence 
in and around sport also focus exclusively on basketball and 
football. For example, in a recent issue of the widely read and 
cited peer-reviewed journal Violence against Women, James E. 
Sutton states, “I concentrate primarily on these sports because 
they are the most popular, the most profitable, and are where 
the most problematic cases tend to occur when reviewing the 
literature.”° We hope Dr. Sutton will read this book. 
Professional hockey is a sport where exceptional levels 
of very harmful behavior are generally seen as “just part of 
the game.” In fact, hockey is the only professional sport that 
allows fighting. Though technically prohibited by the NHL 
rule book, two players fighting on the ice results in both re- 
ceiving a five-minute penalty instead of a long suspension. 
To be sure, there are far fewer fights than there were ten years 
ago as well as far fewer “goons,” or those Montreal Gazette 
reporter Pat Hickey describes as “one-dimensional players who 
picked up a paycheck for nights when they spent more time 
in the penalty box than they did on the ice.” Nevertheless, 
fighting is still very much a part of the game, and while the 
NHL has toughened its stance on body checks to the head, 
the league still tolerates punches to the head. Still relatively 
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common are acts of ice-level interpersonal violence that oc- 
cur “in the name of sport,” which if perpetrated under any 
other banner short of warfare would be roundly condemned 
as heinous crimes. 

One widely publicized example that still remains in the 
minds of many professional hockey fans, players, owners, 
and sportswriters is former Vancouver Canucks player Todd 
Bertuzzi’s vicious attack on former Colorado Avalanche 
player Steve Moore on March 8, 2004. From behind, Bertuzzi 
grabbed Moore’s jersey and punched him in the side of his 
head (an attack that is readily available to view on YouTube). 
Following this assault and Moore falling face-first onto the 
ice, several members of both teams, including Bertuzzi, piled 
on top of Moore. Moore suffered major injuries, including 
three fractured neck vertebrae, and never played professional 
hockey again. Many people obviously saw nothing wrong 
with what Bertuzzi did, however, as he was not given a 
criminal record and went on to play for Team Canada in the 
2006 Winter Olympics. 

Race definitely has much to do with the different societal 
reactions to the violent behaviors of hockey players com- 
pared to those of NFL and NBA athletes. To quote Jackson 
Katz, who is internationally known for his trailblazing work 
in the prevention of violence against women, especially in 
sports culture: 


Parents who have sons playing youth hockey often worry 
about the example being set by players at the highest levels. 
But race is rarely part of the conversation. When was the last 


time you heard someone say with contempt that violence in 
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hockey is a reflection of the lack of moral values in the white 
communities where the players come from? Yet when several 
Black NBA players during a game in Detroit in November of 
2004 went into the stands and assaulted fans, league officials 
wondered aloud about the damage done to the “image of 
the league.” This was widely recognized as a coded way of 
saying they were concerned that many white people believed 
the league had been taken over by a bunch of violent Black 
thugs with poor morals, who were setting a bad example 
for the youth of America. It is hard to avoid the conclusion 
that the key difference between the two phenomena is that 
Black men are typically held more accountable for their vio- 


lence than are white men.” 


As Katz further notes, regardless of whether they live in Can- 
ada, the US, or elsewhere, people who talk about the deviant 
behavior of male professional athletes are typically talking 
about famous Black men like O.J. Simpson, Mike Tyson, and 
Kobe Bryant. Katz goes on to direct us to the selective atten- 
tion given to gendered wrongdoings by white hockey players 
like Patrick Roy. He is deemed far and wide, particularly in 
Canada, to be one of the greatest hockey goaltenders of all 
time. On October 22, 2000, he was arrested in Greenwood 
Village, Colorado, and was charged with domestic violence 
just a few days after setting the NHL record for most wins 
by a goalie. Not surprisingly, the charges were eventually 
dropped in the winter of 2001, and even most of his “hard- 
core” fans were unaware of this event. 

Sometimes Black NHL players, and there are very few (97 
percent of NHL players are white), are targeted by the press. 
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San Jose Sharks forward Evander Kane is one of them. Sports 
reporter A.J. Perez obtained court documents concerning a 
domestic violence restraining order application filed by his 
estranged wife Anna Kane on September 21, 2021, as part 
of her divorce case in California. It includes allegations that 
Evander sexually assaulted her and battered her multiple 
times.”! One month later, the NHL announced that its inves- 
tigation into these allegations could not substantiate them. 

We do not put all the blame on professional hockey culture 
and the journalists who cover it, nor does our explanation for 
the harms covered in this book that is featured in chapter 3. 
Young men like Logan Mailloux enter the world of profes- 
sional hockey already trained and primed to treat women as 
objects and often to commit sexual assault. For example, two 
Boston University (BU) male hockey players were charged 
with sexual assault in separate incidents in December 2011 
and February 2012. The county prosecutor dismissed the 
charges against one player and accepted a guilty plea to a 
drastically reduced charge for the other. In this case, though, 
the president of BU, Robert Brown, took the uncommon ap- 
proach of convening a broad-based and powerful task force 
to examine the hockey team, an important sports organization 
at BU, and the university’s attitudes toward and procedures 
for dealing with rape and sexual assault. Many members of 
the BU community believed that the events that led to the 
arrests were part of a regular pattern. 

In fact, the task force found that the team operated in a 
culture of sexual entitlement, which the task force defined, in 
a delicately worded passage, as “frequent sexual encounters 
with women absent an emotional involvement.” The task force 
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also said that not only hockey players but students gener- 
ally needed sexual assault prevention training to protect the 
community.” Less circumspect findings in the subcommittee 
reports that were not made public, but which were obtained 
by the Boston Globe, outlined extensive group sex, drinking 
and sex parties in the locker room, and the conclusion that 
at least some of the team members had “the perception that 
they need not seek consent for sexual contact.”” 

Many male student athletes do not come to institutions 
of higher learning like BU as “clean slates” but, too often, as 
experienced abusers of young women. Innocent young men 
don’t go to college or university and just happen to come 
under the influence of aggressive male athletes who teach 
them a brand-new set of values based on the exploitation 
and victimization of women. 

For example, in the spring of 1989, something went terribly 
wrong in Glen Ridge, New Jersey, a place many people defined 
as a “paradise.” It was frequently described as “an affluent, 
idyllic suburb, the kind of town that exemplifies the American 
Dream.” If you went there now, your first impression would 
probably be similar to that described by investigative journalist 
Bernard Lefkowitz over twenty-five years ago: 


My first mental snapshot: Glen Ridge was a squeaky-clean, 
manicured town that liked to display its affluence by dress- 
ing its high school graduates in dinner jackets and gowns. 
What impressed me most was the orderliness of the place. 
The streets, the lawns, the houses — everything seemed in 
proportion. There were no excesses of bad taste, no evidence 
of neglect or disrepair.” 


34 | Skating on Thin Ice 


As is often said, “looks can be deceiving,” and one should 
never “judge a book by its cover.” On March 1, 1989, thir- 
teen male student athletes (football players) who attended 
Glen Ridge High School (actor Tom Cruise’s alma mater) 
lured a seventeen-year-old intellectually disabled girl into 
the basement of the home of two prominent “jocks” (Kevin 
and Kyle Scherzer), where four of them raped her with a 
baseball bat and a broomstick while the others looked on. 
It was weeks before anyone reported this monstrous crime 
to the police and years before the boys went to trial. Four 
of them — Kevin and Kyle Scherzer, Christopher Archer, 
and Bryant Grober — were eventually convicted of vari- 
ous crimes. Grober was convicted only of a third-degree 
conspiracy charge and received a sentence of three years 
of probation and 200 hours of community service. The 
other three were granted bail and remained free during the 
lengthy period until their appeals were decided. All three 
then went to prison. 

This would not likely happen to a poor Black man arrested 
for allegedly committing similar crimes. Rather, as Lefkowitz 
points out: 


Most likely he wouldn’t have been able to come up with the 
bail money when he was arrested. He would have to spend 
months, maybe years, locked up waiting to go to trial or to cop 
a plea. He wouldn’t have been represented by the best legal 
talent that money could buy. He would have been represented 
by an underpaid public defender with a huge caseload. After 
he was convicted of first-degree sexual assault, he probably 
would have been jailed immediately.”° 
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By allowing the three affluent white boys out on bail, the 
judge, as stated by Ron Scott, a reporter for the New York 
City CBS television station, gave the Glen Ridge community 
and the rest of the United States the message that “If you’re 
White, it’s all right.” What’s more, the community stood by 
the boys and attacked the media for covering the case, a boy 
of color who witnessed the rape and reported it to the au- 
thorities was ostracized by his peers, and the judge made it 
clear that he “didn’t want to lock up all-American boys and 
throw away the key.”” 

Similarly, the judge in the Patrick Roy case mentioned 
earlier gave his Colorado community the impression that 
high-profile white athletes are exempt from harsh punish- 
ment for abusing women. CBC Sports reported that the 
judge dismissed the case, “ruling it fell short of the stan- 
dard needed for misdemeanor criminal mischief during 
an act of domestic violence.””* So, instead of spending a 
year in jail, getting a USD$1,000 fine, and possibly being 
deported, Roy left the court content with the knowledge 
that he would still be one of the starting goalies in the 2001 
NHL All-Star Game that took place very shortly after the 
judge’s decision. 

The Glen Ridge rapists also engaged in less serious forms 
of deviant behavior and were not officially nor even infor- 
mally punished for their conduct. Kevin Scherzer, for exam- 
ple, would frequently stroke his penis during classes, even 
in front of teachers and other students. As Lefkowitz notes, 
there was evidence of “odd behavior over such a long time. 
And no one in authority seemed able to stop it — or acted as 


if they were even aware it was going on.”” 
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The Glen Ridge High School rapists were not hockey play- 
ers, but there are a number of examples of similar problems 
with high school hockey players. In Boston in the winter of 
2002, four seventeen-year-old Braintree High School students, 
including three members of the hockey team, were arraigned 
on charges that they raped up to three sophomore girls, all of 
whom were fifteen years old at the time. The police called this 
an ongoing scheme to have sex with underage classmates.*” 
This might come as a shock to many readers, but two of the 
hockey players — Joseph Fratto and John J. Gould III — were 
sentenced to probation. Exacerbating the rape survivors’ 
trauma was what the prosecutors did to these boys. They 
dropped seven counts of forcible rape of a child under sixteen 
against Fratto and three counts of the same charge against 
Gould. Four additional counts of statutory rape, five counts 
of possession of child pornography (Fratto videotaped one 
of the rapes), and a charge of indecent assault and battery on 
a child over fourteen against Fratto were also dropped, 
while Gould had a third count of statutory rape dropped 
against him.*! 

Though Logan Mailloux and the other recent examples 
of young, abusive, elite hockey players identified here did 
not play high school hockey, they were of high school age 
when they harmed women. And, like an unknown number 
of high-level high school hockey teams, major Canadian 
junior leagues prepare young men to abuse women when 
they become professionals. 

Recent longitudinal evidence shows that boys’ participation 
in high-contact sports like hockey in middle school increases 
their likelihood of sexual assaulting women in high school. 
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Researchers affiliated with the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention and the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
who uncovered this finding strongly suggest that middle school 
male hockey players who are at high risk for sexual assault 
perpetration in high school may be heavily influenced by their 
coaches and others in the sport whom they respect and admire.® 

What do these people teach young boys? Coaches and 
other adults involved in managing sports teams are uniquely 
positioned to positively influence how adolescents think and 
behave in and out of hockey arenas, baseball parks, football 
fields, and other places where sports are played.** However, 
more than their fair share do the opposite, at least from the 
perspective of those struggling to end violence against women. 
This isn’t a new phenomenon. Back in the late 1980s, Gary 
Alan Fine looked at the lessons sports teach preadolescent 
boys — that is, boys between the ages of nine and twelve. In 
his landmark study of Little League baseball, Fine found that 
boys are taught that failure is synonymous with anything 
feminine. Youth who on average have not yet begun puberty 
are taught that being sexually aggressive is their proper ori- 
entation and that being too friendly with girls will subject 
them to group ridicule.® In many cases, then, male athletes’ 
sexist attitudes are solidly in place in elementary school, 
long before high school sports even begin to influence them. 

It should also be noted in passing that many abusive Ca- 
nadian men’s earliest memories of violence center on minor 
hockey.*° Ina June 20, 2022, email sent to Walter DeKeseredy, 
Simon Jo-Keeling, who works for the Partner Assault Re- 
sponse program in a rural Ontario community, shared this 
perpetrator’s story: 
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I played hockey as a child. One of the fights which broke out 
went on a long time and started involving more and more 
players. I stood back and watched. As things progressed, 
parents in the stands became more and more angry and some 
of them began physically fighting. It took a long time to calm 
down and end. I felt scared, but also confused, because, pre- 
viously, I had taken hockey fights for granted and never felt 
much about them. I was also shocked at the behavior of the 
adults and didn’t know what to think of them. 


Laura Robinson’s study of violence and sexual assault in Ca- 
nadian hockey provides additional support for the assertion 
that coaches have a major influence on young players. Her 
statement below could easily be confirmed by thousands of 
youth hockey parents who hope that their sons will eventu- 
ally play in the NHL: 


Young hockey hopefuls, facing a selection process ... have 
little chance of controlling their own futures in the sport, and 
probably have little understanding of how to begin to navigate 
a path that will take them closer to their dreams of playing 
in the NHL. The relationship between coach and player is, 
consequently, critical. The player has no choice but to depend 
on his coach entirely. Even if he plays his heart out, he still 
knows that he can always be replaced; there are plenty of ex- 
cuses available to justify trading him off into the shadows ... 
The only way a player stands a chance to impress the coach 
is to become an irreplaceable part of the game.*” 


A key point developed further in chapter 3 is that coaches 
(former players/peers) are not alone in providing role models 
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and support for hyper-aggression. For many hockey players 
and male youth who participate in other combative sports 
(e.g., football), some of the most important attitudes and les- 
sons are taught by fellow athletes, who themselves have been 
carefully schooled through Little League or minor hockey, 
middle school, and high school to develop an aggressive 
masculinity that often bodes ill for women. The players them- 
selves commonly use a discourse that emphasizes warfare, 
sexuality, and gender to encourage or embarrass others and 
in general to promote increased effort in games. The discourse 
and conclusions thus engendered later allow sexual assault 
to be treated differently by players and coaches. These people 
havea shared discourse that makes it seem logical and sensible 
to them to treat athletes differently when they are accused of 
sexual assault or other forms of aggression. 

What we are talking about here is male peer support, a concept 
developed by Walter DeKeseredy in 1988 and defined as the 
attachments to male peers and the resources that these men 
provide that encourage and legitimize various types of violence 
against women, including those committed by professional 
hockey players and other male athletes.*” Male peer support 
is not only found in hockey culture. Over thirty-six years of 
rigorous sociological and social psychological research done 
by two of the co-authors of this book — Walter DeKeseredy 
and Martin Schwartz” — supports what criminologist Lee 
Bowker declared in 1983: 


This is not a subculture that is confined to a single class, reli- 
gion, occupational grouping, or race. It is spread throughout 
all parts of society. Men are socialized by other subculture 


members to accept common definitions of the situation, norms, 


40 | Skating on Thin Ice 


values, and beliefs about male dominance and the necessity 
of keeping [women] in line. These violence-supporting social 


relations may occur at any time and in any place.” 


Decades of research reviewed by DeKeseredy and Schwartz 
show that male peer pressure that legitimates the sexual 
objectification of women and their sexual and/or physical 
abuse is found among Black men in Chicago, among Puerto 
Rican drug dealers in East Harlem and poor Black boys in 
parts of St. Louis, among white students on North American 
university and college campuses and their immediate sur- 
roundings, in white rural Ohio and Kentucky, and in white 
rural New Zealand and South Africa. There are also pro-abuse 
male support groups in cyberspace, and many men who abuse 
women learn lessons by consuming pornography with their 
male friends.” 

We wholeheartedly concur with the late Michael D. Smith’s 
argument that the importance of peers as reference others must 
be recognized when trying to understand all kinds of violent 
subcultures, including those in professional hockey and other 
high-level male sports. Smith’s influence on sociological 
studies of both hockey violence and woman abuse cannot be 
relegated to an endnote. In fact, his presence is felt throughout 
this book. Smith was Professor of Sociology and Director of 
York University’s LaMarsh Research Centre on Violence and 
Conflict Resolution in Toronto. He passed away too soon, in 
late June 1994, but his death has not stopped sports sociolo- 
gists and feminist scholars around the world from drawing 
upon his keen social scientific work on the key sources of 
male violence both on the ice and behind closed doors. 
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It is not only male peer support and other factors identified 
in this chapter that contribute to professional hockey players’ 
violence against women. Chapter 4 identifies some of the 
broader social and cultural forces that influence them to abuse 
women. These include patriarchal structures in society that 
affect the socialization patterns of men and the ways they 
learn to do masculinity. Many men learn that there is nothing 
wrong with forcing women to have sex with them, an idea 
often married to the objectification of women, the acceptance 
of rape myths, and the lessons learned from today’s violent 
and racist pornography. 

The title of this chapter is “More Than a Few Bad Men.” 
By now, some impatient readers are probably saying to them- 
selves, “Enough already! Just tell us how many professional 
hockey players abuse women.” There are studies showing 
that professional athletes have higher rates of violence against 
women compared to male members of the general popula- 
tion, but recent large-scale systematic research on the extent, 
distribution, sources, and consequences of hockey players’ 
abuse of women is in very short supply. No one, to the best 
of our knowledge, has thus far conducted a representative 
sample survey of potential offenders affiliated with the NHL. 
Likewise, there are no surveys of women’s victimization 
experiences in the professional hockey world, and there are 
no studies currently available that determine whether North 
American professional male hockey players victimize women 
more than those in other parts of the world (i.e., Europe and 
Russia). Most of the current data on professional hockey 
players’ deviant and criminal conduct, in fact, comes from 
North American sports journalists or legal experts. 
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Of course, athletes are also victimized more often than 
others, mostly by other members of their athletic communi- 
ties. A June 2021 digital survey of 800 US adults, both male 
and female, under the age of forty-five found that more than 
one in four current or former student athletes were sexually 
assaulted by someone in a position of power on college or 
university campuses, compared to one in ten of those in the 
general population. Athletes were nearly three times more 
likely to report such abuse, and coaches were most identified 
as the abusers.”’ Although we doubt it, we hope that the NHL 
will one day conduct a similar survey of its players. In the 
meantime, authors like us must primarily rely on secondary 
sources, such as news reports and legal documents. 

The case study — “a qualitative research method involving 
a detailed analysis of a single event, group, or person for the 
purpose of understanding how a particular context gives rise 


4 _ is another research method 


to this event, group, or person 
that is occasionally used in studies of athletes’ wrongdoings. 
Case studies generally involve employing a variety of research 
techniques, such as archival research, interviews, and observa- 
tions. Laura Robinson’s pathbreaking 1998 book Crossing the 
Line includes rich case studies of violence and sexual assault 
in Canadian hockey, including the widely discussed and pub- 
licized victimization of Sheldon Kennedy. Between the ages of 
fourteen and nineteen, during his tenure with the Swift Current 
Broncos of Canada’s WHL from 1984 to 1990, Kennedy was 
sexually abused 350 times by his coach Graham James. 

The following short account of some of Kennedy’s expe- 
riences helps to explain the contention that some coaches’ 
influence on young male hockey players can have a dark side: 
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Kennedy describes his life as a lonely, living hell. He was 
sexually abused as a teen by Graham James, his coach and 
“father figure,” who controlled his hockey career and his 
daily life from the time he was 14 to 19. Kennedy found he 
was unable to make friends. Unable to trust and unable to 
love. Unable to feel “normal” unless he was drinking. Unable 
to turn a junior career into a solid National Hockey League 
career. Suicidal at times because inner turmoil haunted him. 
“You feel people are looking at you. I put up a shield. I didn’t 
let anybody in. It’s a very lonely way to feel. You never feel 
normal. You know something is wrong but you don’t know 
why it is like that,” Kennedy said.” 


When asked about the more recent Chicago Blackhawks 
case, Kennedy buttressed an argument made earlier in this 
chapter — nothing has changed: 


This is all too familiar. And what’s familiar here is the re- 
sponse has been archaic, and I mean, this is the way they 
would have tried to respond in 1998 when I came forward. 
Don’t say nothing. That was how they addressed these issues. 
Don’t say nothing. That’s the familiar part, and that’s what 
they tried to do.” 


Robinson’s work is still discussed today, particularly by 
people who are struggling to eliminate violence and sexual 
assault in hockey. Recently, Evan F. Moore and Jashvina 
Shah published Game Misconduct, a book that broadens 
the case study of crime and deviance in hockey to include 
not only issues covered by us and Robinson (e.g., sexism, 
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heteronormativity, and violence) but also ableism and other 
inequalities in this sport. Their approach involved perus- 
ing relevant books, academic journals, videos and films, 
magazines, newspapers, periodicals, and websites, as well 
as conducting interviews with fans, players, journalists, 
coaches, administrators, siblings, parents, aunts, uncles, and 
cousins who have experienced exclusion or discrimination. 
These books, and ours, reinforce sports journalist Jack Todd’s 
observation that it “sometimes seems that hockey is one 
long scandal, interrupted by the occasional game. On-ice 
assaults. Sexual assaults. Coverups. Financial shenanigans. 
Greedy players locked out by greedier owners. Player safety 
working to endanger players.”” 

Dated, like Robinson’s offering, but still useful, is Jeff 
Benedict’s case study of elite athletes and crimes against 
women. Presented in his 1997 book Public Heroes, Private 
Felons, Benedict’s research did not exclusively focus on 
hockey players but is worth summarizing here nonetheless 
because of its major impact and Benedict’s courage to chal- 
lenge the status quo.”* From 1992 to 1996, Benedict worked 
at Northeastern University’s Center for the Study of Sport 
in Society, an institution created to uphold the integrity of 
organized athletics and that depended on the NBA, the NFL, 
and many National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) 
departments for financial and political support. Benedict 
was placed in the unenviable position of gathering data to 
challenge the growing perception that athletes are major 
perpetrators of violence against women. He was required 
to monitor newspapers across the US for reports of athletes 
being charged with rape and domestic violence. 
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Benedict strayed from his assigned role by conducting a 
“first-of-its-kind” study of the prevalence of sexual assault 
and domestic violence committed by athletes at NCAA 
schools with basketball and football teams repeatedly ranked 
among the top twenty in the country. This study involved 
an examination of internal judicial affairs records of ten 
schools from 1991 to 1993. Benedict’s research also involved 
researching hundreds of reported incidents of sexual assault 
and domestic abuse perpetrated by athletes and then selecting 
twenty-five for in-depth study. This component of his empir- 
ical work entailed over 300 interviews with professional and 
college athletes (mainly defendants and their teammates), 
survivors of sexual assault and domestic violence, criminal 
prosecutors, defense attorneys, plaintiff attorneys, judges, 
jurors, witnesses, police officers, victim witness advocates, 
medical personnel, rape crisis counselors, coaches, sports 
agents, and team and league officials. Furthermore, Benedict 
reviewed thousands of pages from criminal and civil case 
files, public records, and press reports. 

Benedict took considerable “heat” for his pathbreaking 
research, as do most people who threaten the capitalist, pa- 
triarchal nature of professional and high-level amateur sports 
leadership. This heat comes from all kinds of directions, from 
fans, owners, employers, journalists, players, and a host of 
others. Consider caustic comments made by some people 
who read Stu Cowan’s July 27, 2021, column on the case of 
Logan Mailloux. All comments in the Montreal Gazette that 
appear below stories like Stu’s are, according to its publisher 
Postmedia, posted online for the purpose of “maintaining a 
lively but civil forum for discussion.” Sometimes, though, the 
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word “civil” is arguably defined too broadly, as illustrated 
by this man’s statement: 


This woman or girl had consensual sex with this kid, a 
17-year-old, and he put their pictures out here. Did she also 
make a mistake by having sex with a bozo? Of course ... and 
let’s move on. This nanny culture which Cowan belongs to, 
this pe crap, this “oh, let’s not offend anyone (except white 
males, btw)” culture has to stop.” 


In another comment, one that responds to Brendan Kelly’s 
(BK) criticisms of Mailloux’s image-based sexual abuse, the 
same person again defends this player and the Canadiens 
drafting him: 


It amuses me to see this holier than thou attitude towards 
hockey and sex. Who gives a damn about #metoo and all the 
complaining? BK and others in the media remind me of the 
Puritans in the early 17 century in the United States. Have 
any of you idiots heard of the sexual revolution that was first 
and foremost when I was a youth in the 1960s and 1970s? 
Reminds me of what people did to Trump during his four 
years in the White House. People in glass houses should not 


throw stones.!” 


Some readers may argue that we are “cherry-picking” to 
make our point, and that the person quoted above is simply 
“an army of one.” If only this were the case!'°' Not only is 
he a member of the coalition of angry white men described 
earlier, but he is also one of thousands of supporters of the 
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backlash against efforts to promote gender equity in sports 
and other sectors of society. Thirty-one years ago, journalist 
Susan Faludi popularized the term backlash in reference to 
the attempts throughout the media and popular culture to 
undermine the minimal gains made by the feminist movement. 
The backlash has always been with us, and it is, according to 
Faludi, “a sort of perpetual viral condition in our culture ... 
not always in an acute stage; its symptoms subside and 
resurface periodically.” The hostile male reactions to Stu 
Cowan’s coverage of Logan Mailloux’s treatment of the 
aforementioned Swedish woman personifies what Faludi 
refers to as an “episode of resurgence.” 

The chorus of denial starts with anti-feminists who claim 
that there just is not a tremendous amount of violence against 
women committed by hockey players and other types of 
men. Any claims that violence against women is a problem 
are just the cries of a group of feminist radicals, they argue. 
Such denials of the problem are not themselves the product 
of a “lunatic fringe.” Rather, a large body of social scientific 
literature shows that resistance to reducing male violence 
against women and other highly injurious symptoms of 
sexism is acommon feature of social life, whether in athletic 
organizations or elsewhere. The key elements of backlash 
and resistance to gender inequality on and off the playing 
field are “denial of the problem, disavowal of responsibility, 
inaction, appeasement, co-option, and repression.”!° Scattered 
throughout this book are examples of these components. 

Another common tactic used by anti-feminists to challenge 
the overwhelming evidence of women’s experiences with male 
violence is to say, “But women do it too,” or, “Women are 
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just as bad as men.” Violence against women researchers are 
well aware that statements like these are some of the greatest 
obstacles to improving women’s health and safety, regardless 
of how often they are refuted by research and statistics pub- 
lished in the world’s leading scientific journals in the field. 

The above claims are examples of the attempts of angry 
men — particularly angry white men — to reassert patriarchy, 
and their efforts have been strengthened, especially after 
the election of former US president Donald Trump.’ One 
group deeply concerned about this is the Southern Poverty 
Law Center, which monitors racist hate organizations and 
now features men’s rights groups in its annual survey of 
hate. It reports: 


Misogynists in the men’s and fathers’ rights movements 
have developed a set of claims about women to support their 
depictions of them as violent liars and manipulators of men. 
Some suggest that women attack men, even sexually, just as 
much as men attack women. Others claim that vast numbers 
of reported rapes of women, as much as half or even more, 
are fabrications designed to destroy men they don’t like or to 
gain the upper hand in contested custody cases.'”° 


That some women strike some men, sometimes with the intent 
to injure, should not be the subject of debate. Every competent 
survey of violence in private places has found battered men, 
some battered by other men, and some battered by women, 
including intimate partners. Nonetheless, decades of rigor- 
ous scholarly work consistently shows that women are far 
more likely to be physically and sexually abused in intimate, 
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heterosexual relationships. Still, it is the voices of the men’s 
rights community — people without data or research to back 
their claims — that get heard more by the general public. Of 
course, many people only hear what they want to hear, which 
is how a majority of US Republicans believe that the 2020 
election was “stolen” despite a complete lack of evidence that 
can stand up in court. On the issue of hockey violence, the 
voices of people without supporting data are now prominent 
in the world of hockey journalism. 

The reporting on former Montreal Canadiens forward Alex 
Galchenyuk’s January 10, 2016, experience is a classic exam- 
ple of the exception that proves the rule. His then girlfriend 
Chanel Leszczynski was arrested following a “domestic 
dispute” at a party at his apartment. Charges were not filed, 
and she remained his girlfriend afterwards. Although this 
is an isolated incident in the context of professional hockey 
and other high-level sports, bloggers writing for SB Nation 
maintained that this episode shows that “men and women 
self-report perpetrating acts of domestic violence at similar 
rates.”'°° Other anti-feminists saw Galchenyuk as a “poster 
boy” in their efforts to undermine attempts to hold male 
hockey players accountable for their crimes against women. 
The Duquesne Duke, for example, declared, “Galchenyuk 
could be a great spokesperson to bring domestic violence 
against men into the public eye and help other victims come 
forward.”'” 

These statements are just but a few that reflect deep-rooted 
anti-feminist sentiments among fans and journalists, and 
they need to be taken seriously. People, especially youth, 
spend more time today on their computers than they do 
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in face-to-face relationships, and social media sites such as 
Facebook, Twitter, and TikTok enable people to reach larger 
audiences. In this way, anti-feminists become aware of large 
“support groups” and become motivated to join what might 
be called the “Angry White Men’s choir,” whose members 
often dismiss female victims of male hockey player violence 
outright and who “whitewash” the perpetrators. 

Contemporary social media has joined the ranks of those 
who support and shape conceptions of masculinity. Of course, 
this runs a broad gamut, from the usual sports fans to what 
we just described as particularly toxic forms of anti-feminism. 
More than ever before, it is no longer necessary to leave the 
house to develop a cohort of peers who can mold and reinforce 
views that promote or excuse violence against women. As one 
example, a female reporter covering a 2019 sporting event (a 
race) was slapped and grabbed on the buttocks on live TV 
by a forty-two-year-old race participant — a youth minister 
and Boy Scout leader — as he ran past, an incident that went 
viral on social and broadcast media.'” Most interesting were 
the comments on a variety of platforms. Some said it was 
the reporter’s fault for standing where he could run off the 
course and molest her. The overwhelming majority said it 
was a minor incident and that she should just ignore it and 
move on, even though the police arrested and charged the 
man with sexual battery. He was later convicted. 

Very similarly, but more broadly, Erin Ash and her col- 
leagues analyzed thousands of Twitter posts on sexual as- 
sault, athletes, race, and class in response to various assaults 
reported in the press. They found that while numerous posts 
decried the violence, the majority of posts supported various 
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components of rape culture. Most tweets attacked the victims 
of sexual assault, framed the offender as the true victim in a 
rape case, and in general provided support and reinforcement 
for attitudes commonly cited as indicative of rape culture.'”° 
In their first major exposition of male peer support theory, 
Martin Schwartz and Walter DeKeseredy pointed out that one 
does not have to be on a sports team to be influenced by an 
online male peer culture that is anti-female and homopho- 
bic.'"' For instance, the more rabid followers of sports teams, 
whether they are hockey or NFL clubs, are often bound up 
ina culture that promotes the same hypermasculinity values 
among nonathletes. One such male peer support group cen- 
ters around sports betting, where success in wagering brings 
high status in a world of alcohol, risk-taking, and loud group 
competitive social interactions before and during games. 
Male peer support for sexual violence and other types of 
woman abuse is a common feature of this digital age,''? but 
the power of voices involved in the online #MeToo movement 
cannot be underestimated. This recent development offers 
much hope and the possibility of major social change. To a 
certain extent, the #MeToo campaign was very successful 
and resulted in tangible action. Nevertheless, there are some 
serious problems with it. For example, despite the success in 
raising awareness about sexual harassment and workplace 
violence against women, the forum has been comparatively 
silent about male violence against women behind closed doors. 
Moreover, it ignores the plight of members of the LGBTQ+ 
community and has done very little for people of color. This 
is because #MeToo was initially championed by wealthy, 
white, heterosexual women with major public profiles and 
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access to political, social, and economic resources that many 
other women do not have.''* 

Shortly after widespread allegations of sexual abuse 
against Hollywood producer Harvey Weinstein were re- 
leased in October 2017 by journalists Megan Twohey and 
Jodi Kantor in the New York Times, white actress Alyssa 
Milano posted on Twitter, “If all the women who have 
been sexually harassed or assaulted wrote ‘Me Too’ as a 
status, we might give people a sense of the magnitude of 
the problem.” Many other white US actresses including 
Gwyneth Paltrow, Ashley Judd, Jennifer Lawrence, and 
Uma Thurman promptly followed in her footsteps using 
the hashtag #MeToo. 

Although arguably done unintentionally, many anti-sexual 
violence scholars and activists point out that Milano co-opted 
the words of Black sexual assault survivor and activist Ta- 
rana Burke, who actually started the “Me Too” movement 
in 2006. Burke did not take the co-optation of her work by 
white Hollywood actresses lightly, and rightfully so. This 
is reflected in a piece she wrote for Time in September 2021: 


None of what was happening in Hollywood felt related to the 
work I had been entrenched in within my own community 
for so many years. Seeing “me too,” the phrase I had built 
that work and purpose around, used by people outside of 
that community was jarring. 

“This can’t happen,” I said through my tears. “Not like 
this! Y’all know if these white women start using this hash- 
tag, and it gets popular, they will never believe that a Black 


woman in her forties from the Bronx has been building a 
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movement for the same purposes, using those exact words, 


for years now. It will be over.”!"* 


Except for a handful of cases, such as the 2019 firing of Toronto 
Maple Leafs coach Mike Babcock and CBC’s Coach’s Corner 
cohost Don Cherry for their unprofessional behaviors, the 
#MeToo campaign has done little to change the dominant 
toxic masculine and racist culture of professional hockey. 
Evidence disseminated throughout this book reveals an un- 
settling truth: the #MeToo moment in the NHL has passed. 
There are still no standardized sexual assault and domestic 
violence policies in this league.'’° This is not to say that all is 
lost and that a major cultural shift cannot occur in the NHL 
and other professional sports organizations. In chapter 5, we 
offer an evidenced-based recipe for meaningful and lasting 
changes, which, unlike the proposals offered by Jeff Benedict 
in the last chapter of his book Public Heroes, Private Felons, 
are intended to do more than simply “stop the bleeding.” 
We have no doubt that a sizeable number of fans, NHL team 
employees, journalists, and others will respond to this book ina 
myriad of negative ways. Some will declare that we are simply 
“social justice warriors” seeking to capitalize on a self-serving 
mission to destroy young men who made mistakes. Others 
will contend that in addition to doing this (which we aren’t), 
we are creating what Neil Gilbert, Chernin Professor of Social 
Welfare at the University of California, Berkeley, refers to as a 


116 while still others will 


“phantom epidemic of sexual assault, 
continue down the well-worn path of declaring that “it only 
matters what happens on the ice.” There will also be critics, 


such as Secoya Freedman, who will see us as both being “afraid 
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of a real man like Brandon Prust” and as “leftists” who “are 
afraid of masculinity.”"” Certainly, other disparaging view- 
points besides these will be expressed, but this is something 
those of us in the struggle to make professional sports more 
equitable and safer constantly endure and come to expect. We 
know that the journey toward making hockey a better place 
will be arduous, but we are prepared for this strenuous trip. 
Brandon Prust, by the way, is a former NHL player who 
used to play for the Montreal Canadiens as well as for the 
Calgary Flames, New York Rangers, and Vancouver Canucks. 
He is best known not for his goal scoring or defensive abil- 
ities, however, but rather for his role as an “enforcer.” Prust 
did, and continues to, embody hypermasculinity, which is 
“the belief that ideal manhood lies in the exercise of force to 
dominate others — it is the prevalent ideology of manhood in 
contemporary society.”'!® Recent evidence of this was seen 
during his rant in the summer of 2021 against people calling 
for mandatory COVID-19 vaccinations when he expressed his 
wish for one woman to be forced into the sex trade. He first 
laid out his argument against vaccinations on Twitter: “I’m 
going to be on the road tomorrow driving. If I see anyone 
else on the road I will lose it ... Also, everyone take their vi- 
tamins tomorrow because mine won’t work if you don’t take 
yours.” A woman sarcastically replied, “Thanks in advance 
for driving safe.” Prust then appeared to compare vaccine 
mandates to forced prostitution in his reply and stated, “So 
that means they can force me to do anything they want? I 
hope they force u into the sex trade so u can finally get laid 
u sheep. I paid more taxes for these roads than u could ever 


dream of money in ur account.”"° 
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Is this all just the bluster of a madman or the expres- 
sions of a person indoctrinated by a patriarchal hockey 
subculture? We have already presented our answer to 
this question, but we leave it up to you to make your 
own interpretation of Prust’s Twitter tirade. Regardless 
of what accounts for it, we are not afraid of him, but we 
are very afraid of the type of masculinity that produces 
people like him. Hence, our goal is to contribute to the 
struggle to replace it with a different type of masculinity, 
one that promotes fairness, empathy, respect, and kind- 
ness within the world of professional hockey and other 
revenue-generating professional sports. 

Many scholars and activists often see much of what is 
bad in our world as the product of men and masculinity. 
This is understandable seeing as men commit most of the 
predatory street and corporate crimes, take us to war, cause 
most of the world’s environmental damage, and are the 
main perpetrators of violence against women. But we often 
forget an important point made many years ago by feminist 
criminologist Lee Bowker: “Much of what is good in the 
world ... has been contributed by masculine role players.”'”° 
Much of what is good in professional hockey, too, has been 
contributed by men, but we need many more good men 
of this kind. Maybe, then, with the assistance of the policy 
initiatives featured in chapter 5, we will eventually reach a 
point where books like this are no longer necessary, and we 
will be able to think of hockey as a truly fun sport where the 
culture of violence against women has been eliminated, and 
where people from all walks of life are welcomed, valued, 
and appreciated. 


This page intentionally left blank 


2 


In Their Own Words: Giving Voice to 
Survivors of Professional Hockey 
Violence and Sexism 


I looked the worst after that Hawaii incident. I took a real beating 
there. [Bobby] just picked me up, threw me over his shoulder, threw 
me in the room, and just proceeded to knock the heck out of me. He 
took my shoe — with a steel heel — and proceeded to hit me in the 
head. I was covered with blood. And I can remember him holding 
me over the balcony and I thought, “This is the end, I’m going.” 
— Joanne McKay, ex-wife of Bobby Hull! 


Does the man who almost ended his ex-wife’s life resemble 
this glowing description of him? 


Bobby Hull isn’t just another hockey star. In fact, few athletes 
have had the impact on any sport that Hull has had on the 
game of hockey. Throughout the sixties, Hull was indisputably 


the number-one attraction in the game, a glamorous blond 
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who brought fans to their feet with his daring rushes, who 
sent them home buzzing about his thunderous slap shots. 
And off the ice, well, there just wasn’t anyone else like Bobby.” 


Well, actually, off the ice, there are millions of men who behave 
like former Chicago Blackhawks star Bobby Hull.° Every day, 
women are beaten, raped, murdered, and violently victimized 
in many other ways “in numbers that would numb the mind 
of Einstein.”* In fact, studies have shown that one in three 
women worldwide will be physically or sexually assaulted 
by an intimate partner in their lifetime.° 

But what about Canada? Surely violence against women 
can’t be a major problem in this reputable country where 
hockey is its national winter sport.° After all, the United Na- 
tions (UN) Human Development Reports have consistently 
ranked Canada as having one of the world’s highest living 
standards since the early 1990s. This supports conventional 
wisdom and the self-image of almost all Canadians. Jeffrey 
Simpson, author of the book Star-Spangled Canadians, ob- 
serves, “Canadians prefer to think of their country as virtue 
incarnate, its cup of tolerance running over. They endlessly 
recycle the cliché about Canada being the ‘peaceable king- 
dom’ in large part because it makes them feel good about 
themselves. Canadians are peacekeepers abroad, peaceful 
citizens at home.”” Also worth mentioning is that the US 
News & World Report ranked Canada as the number one 
country in the world in 2021.8 

Compared to residents of the US, Canadians are much less 
likely to be physically or sexually assaulted in public parks, 
streets, bars, and workplaces. This is one of the key reasons 
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many Canadians passionately and publicly state “We don’t 
want to be American” in response to attempts by businesses, 
political agencies, and other formal organizations to adopt 
various US policies and procedures, especially those that 
existed during Donald Trump’s tenure as president. The mass 
media also contribute to Canadians’ perceptions that their 
country is safer than the US. On any given day, violent acts 
committed by poor, Black, American men are central features 
of both fictional and nonfictional US television shows and 
movies that Canadians can easily and freely access. 

Stranger homicides are unusual in Canada but are often 
reported on for weeks, and sometimes even years, in Cana- 
dian news media. On December 15, 2017, billionaire Barry 
Sherman, founder and chairman of the board of the generic 
drug company Apotex, and his wife Honey were found dead 
near their basement pool in one of Toronto’s North York 
neighborhoods. This double homicide remains unsolved 
and is still being covered by the CBC and other major Ca- 
nadian mainstream news outlets.’ This is not to trivialize 
these deaths; they are deeply disturbing, and the Shermans’ 
family and friends are living through immeasurable pain and 
suffering. Nonetheless, less sensational forms of what some 
criminologists define as “everyday” or “ordinary violence” 
often go unreported in Canada. 

How often, for example, do the media report sexual as- 
saults that repeatedly occur in Canadian institutions of higher 
learning? How frequently are male-on-female beatings in 
marital/cohabiting relationships featured on the evening 
news? And how often do the media and politicians address 
the plight of women killed by male ex-partners during and 
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after the process of separation or divorce? Canadian female 
victims of lethal and non-lethal acts committed by current 
and former intimate male partners and acquaintances greatly 
outnumber the victims of predatory crimes that occur on the 
streets and in other public places. What’s more, the Canadian 
rates of violence against women mirror those of the US. In 
spite of this, the media generally characterize male-on-female 
assaults in intimate heterosexual relationships as exceptional 
events or the result of some men’s deep-rooted psychological 
problems. Only rarely are they headline-grabbing incidents. 

Ironically, at a time when crime discussion, especially in 
the US, is dominated by “What about the victim?” discourse 
and calls for more prisons and more executions of convicted 
offenders, and despite ongoing feminist efforts to end violence 
against women and other destructive outcomes of patriarchy, 
there still remains a market for belittling and/or ignoring 
crime victims when they are tyrannized and assaulted by 
men behind closed doors. Recall the anti-feminist backlash 
described in chapter 1. The selective inattention given to 
female survivors of both offline and online male abuse par- 
allels what Black sociologist W.E.B. Du Bois said about the 
United States’ attitude toward the health and well-being of 
Black people at the end of the nineteenth century. He then 
observed that there had been “few other cases in the history 
of civilized peoples where human suffering has been viewed 
with such peculiar indifference.”" 

Some striking examples of peculiar indifference to the plight 
of women abused by men employed by revenue-producing 
athletic teams are provided in chapter 1, and you will soon 
read about more. Peculiar indifference, too, often leads to the 
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institutional betrayal of female survivors. This involves insen- 
sitive responses by trusted persons in authority or leadership 
positions that “are experienced by victims as an especially 
acute form of disbelief and rejection because they come from 
social groups that victims often identify with and consider 
important parts of their self-concept.”" 

Sexual assault survivors will tell you that the criminal 
justice system symbolizes institutional betrayal. From an 
early age, they, and the vast majority of people throughout 
the world, are socialized to trust police officers, prosecutors, 
and judges. For most sexual assault survivors who have the 
courage to come forward with allegations, however, reality 
quickly sets in, and this trust is broken, rarely to be repaired. 
Before describing a story about a February 14, 2014, incident 
involving two former University of Ottawa Gee-Gees hockey 
players, it must be emphasized that only a tiny number 
of rapes reported to the police in North America are false 
allegations. Additionally, across North America one finds 
few local prosecutors who will take on sexual assault cases 
involving college students that are reported to the police. For 
those involving well-known famous athletes, the chances of 
a prosecution are even lower, no matter what the facts of the 
case may be.” 

The evening of February 14, 2014, in Thunder Bay, 
Ontario, featured an alcohol-filled celebration of the 
Gee-Gees’ overtime win against the Lakehead University 
Thunderwolves. A large party took place in a hotel that 
included adjoining rooms with connecting doors. A young 
woman (who cannot be named due to a publication ban) 
said that she met a roommate of Gee-Gee player Guillaume 
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Donovan on Tinder and that they arranged to meet at a 
local bar during the festivities. She said at the February 
2018 sexual assault trial of Donovan and fellow player 
David Foucher that she and Donovan’s roommate returned 
to the hotel room and started to have consensual sex. She 
also testified that their intimate relations were interrupted 
when Donovan and Foucher forced themselves on her in 
the hotel room."* 

That Donovan and Foucher denied this allegation is not 
a surprise. Donovan testified that he intended to go to sleep 
when he returned to his hotel room after partying but that he 
became sexually aroused when he saw the couple having sex 
and thus approached them. He also said that his roommate 
asked the woman if Donovan could join them and that she 
agreed. Foucher, on the other hand, denied ever having sexual 
relations with the woman. He testified that he was with a 
group of Gee-Gees players who entered the hotel room with 
nothing on but their boots as a prank." 

In late June 2018, Donovan and Foucher were found not 
guilty because Justice Chantal Brochu doubted the woman’s 
credibility, something that happens all too often in sexual as- 
sault cases. This explains why thousands of survivors never 
turn to criminal justice officials for help. 

The famous legal case of Jian Ghomeshi, though he is not a 
professional hockey player, is briefly told here because (1) it, 
too, illustrates how negative perceptions of victim credibility 
influence trial outcomes, and (2) it generated a substantial 
amount of media and public attention due to Ghomeshi’s 
international celebrity status. He was the host and co-creator 
of the CBC radio show Q, a job he held from 2007 to October 
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2014, when he was fired because CBC saw “graphic evidence 
that [he] caused physical injury to a woman.”" Shortly after 
his dismissal, the Toronto Star published allegations by three 
women who said that Ghomeshi sexually abused them.’° 
On November 26, 2014, Ghomeshi turned himself in to the 
Toronto Police Service and was charged with four counts of 
sexual assault and one count of overcoming resistance by 
choking after a police investigation that started on October 
31. He appeared in court the same day and was released on 
CAD$100,000 bail with the conditions that he surrender his 
passport, stay in the province of Ontario, and live with his 
mother.'” 

Ghomeshi’s trial began on February 1, 2016, and the judge 
delivered his verdict on March 24, 2016, one that is eerily 
familiar to the verdict of the Donovan and Foucher trial. 
Ghomeshi was acquitted based on Justice William B. Hop- 
kins’s interpretation that there was “outright deception” in 
the three complainants’ testimonies. He relayed the following 
to the court: 


The success of this prosecution depended entirely on the court 
being able to accept each complainant as a sincere, honest and 
accurate witness ... Each complainant was revealed at trial 
to be lacking in these important attributes. The evidence of 
each complainant suffered not just from inconsistencies and 
questionable behaviour, but was tainted by outright deception. 

The harsh reality is that once a witness has been shown to 
be deceptive and manipulative in giving their evidence, the 
witness can no longer expect the court to consider them to 


be a trusted source of the truth. 
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I am forced to conclude that it was impossible for the 
court to have sufficient faith in the reliability or sincerity of 
these complainants. Put simply, the volume of serious defi- 
ciencies in the evidence leaves the court with a reasonable 
doubt.'® 


Three women who claimed Ghomeshi assaulted them made 
formal legal complaints and appeared in court, but a total 
of nine women publicly made terrifying allegations against 
him, ranging from workplace sexual harassment to choking 
without consent. Seven of them spoke to the Toronto Star under 
condition of anonymity, while Trailer Park Boys actress Lucy 
DeCoutere (who went to trial) publicly identified herself.’ 

Reading some of the nine women’s revelations makes 
it plain that such events can enormously impact abused 
women’s lives. Furthermore, these survivors, like those who 
were, and are, victimized by professional hockey players and 
other athletes, do not constitute a minority among Canadian 
women. Annually, thousands of women across Canada expe- 
rience similar assaults.”” Even so, hardly any of them report 
assaults and harassment for reasons like those articulated by 
a few of Ghomeshi’s victims: fear of losing their jobs, intim- 
idation, stigmatization, police and prosecutor insensitivity, 
and bullying on social media. 

There are other reasons, too, for why most female survivors 
of harassment, physical violence, and sexual assault do not 
come forward. Whether they understand what happened to 
them may depend on whether survivors have supportive 
friends to turn to after being victimized. Those who ask the 
criminal justice system for help are frequently women with 
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supportive friends and trauma therapists who reassure them 
that they have done nothing wrong, and hence these survivors 
define their victimization as sexual assault or rape.”! 

Was a wall of silence erected at CBC and in other social 
arenas in which Ghomeshi participated? There is no conclu- 
sive answer to this question, but some facts that emerged 
during investigations of his misogynistic behavior suggest 
that he had an alarming track record that was hidden from 
the general public. For example, a Q producer said that she 
complained to the show’s executive producer in 2010 about 
Ghomeshi telling her that he wanted to “hate f---” her. This 
woman said that the executive producer’s response was, 
“He’s never going to change, you’re a malleable person, let’s 
talk about how you make this a less toxic work environment 
for you.”” 

Those who attack the CBC and other institutions for aid- 
ing and abetting Ghomeshi might first wish to discern the 
level and type of services provided by their own places of 
employment to the survivors of sexual harassment and other 
types of woman abuse, and they should ask about managerial 
efforts to find out who they are if they don’t immediately 
self-report. What would be more shocking is to find a for- 
mal organization that did make such efforts. Do you think 
the CBC’s insensitive response to Jian Ghomeshi’s abusive 
behavior equivalent to what the Chicago Blackhawks did to 
Kyle Beach in 2010? 

In his recent critically acclaimed book on lethal violence 
in Black communities in the US, Elliott Currie correctly 
notes that “communities that suffer the violence the most 
are those with the least voice or influence in the political 
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arena.”** As documented by the statistics presented at the 
start of this chapter, women, like young, Black Americans,”* 
suffer an inordinate amount of violence, and male-dominated 
institutions, be they professional hockey teams or publicly 
owned broadcast corporations like the CBC, play a key role 
in silencing female abuse survivors directly or indirectly 
connected to them. 

This is not to say that all survivors of violence committed by 
men affiliated with athletic teams (and by men in general) are 
simply passive victims. Many live through violent events that 
few people are capable of imagining. They are strong, brave 
women who have made great strides toward recovery and 
who plan futures free of fear, pain, and patriarchal tyranny. 
Much more legal, social scientific, and journalistic attention 
should be devoted to focusing on the incredible resilience of 
women who are, or were, abused by male athletes as well as 
their unique responses to the online and offline variants of 
violence they have endured.” 

The women introduced to readers in this chapter and other 
parts of this book are “stronger than you know.” This fact 
rarely appears in media coverage of hockey players’ intimate / 
romantic partners, regardless of whether or not they were 
abused. Peruse the internet and you will find thousands of 
sites that reinforce these and other sexist stereotypes of pro- 
fessional hockey players’ wives and girlfriends: 


¢ Barbara Blank (maybe better known by her WWE ring 
name, Kelly Kelly), former wife of retired hockey player 
Sheldon Souray, said that hockey wives constantly com- 
pete to see who looks best. She also said that designer 
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clothes and makeup are essential, “especially on game 
day, when your No. 1 responsibility is to show up and 
support your man.” 

¢ Krista Ference, former professional snowboarder and 
wife of now retired player Andrew Ference, said that 
celebrating a Stanley Cup victory is “a messy affair, with 
champagne and beer spraying all over the locker room, 
so it is important to have a garbage bag to put the wives’ 
designer handbags inside as protection.” 

¢ Emilie Blum, a former US Military Intelligence 
Specialist and wife of Jonathan Blum, a defenseman 
currently playing for Farjestad BK of the Swedish 
Hockey League, told reporters that she functions like 
a single mother and makes sure that all of her family’s 
needs are met so that Jonathan can focus on hockey. 
She stated, “I feel like a maid, a massage therapist, an 
actual therapist.””” 


Seldom, if ever, revealed by the mainstream media is 
that many women abused by men affiliated with renowned 
amateur and professional sports teams fight back with their 
stories of resistance and triumph over adversity. Courtney 
Smith, ex-wife of former Ohio State University (OSU) assis- 
tant football coach Zach Smith, is one recent example. She 
underwent years of abuse, which led to Zach’s firing from 
the OSU football program in late July 2018. She revealed her 
victimization in a televised interview with the sports network 
Stadium and disclosed that then OSU head football coach 
Urban Meyer*® knew she was being beaten and did nothing 
about it. Meyer’s wife Shelley and members of his coaching 
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staff were also aware. In fact, Courtney texted Shelley photos 
and details. During her interview, Courtney recounted the 
following: 


Shelley said she was going to have to tell Urban ... I said that’s 
fine, you should tell Urban. We can’t have someone like this 
coaching young men. I believe that when someone is crying 
out for help, I believe the coach, along with the coach’s wife 
have a duty to do something ... to help. Instead of worrying 
about winning games or who his mentor is and trying to 
protect that.” 


It took much strength and courage for Courtney to break 
the silence on her ex-husband’s violence and to reveal the 
legendary Urban Meyer’s selective inattention to it. 

The efforts of women’s groups and feminist scholars to un- 
derstand violence against women are firmly rooted in respect 
for real-life knowledge shared by survivors like Courtney 
Smith. The experiences of women who live with abuse or its 
memories are touchstones for people working to end woman 
abuse. Included, then, in this chapter are the voices of women 
who have been abused by professional hockey players and 
other types of male athletes. They reveal something about 
how they see life and professional sports, not only how they 
see abuse. Women who have been abused do not separate 
“the abuse” from the rest of their lives. This is a construct 
imposed on them by those who theorize about or try to stop 
violence against women. Therefore, the voices presented here 
were selected by the authors as those containing experiential 
theories of abuse.*° 


In Their Own Words | 69 


Not for lack of trying, we can’t devote much space to the 
voices of women at the margins of the professional hockey 
world. The NHL, for instance, brags about its “Hockey is for 
Everyone” campaign (which also takes place during Black 
History Month), but the truth is that it is not for women 
of color. When was the last time you saw a Black or Asian 
woman provide play-by-play coverage of an NHL game? 
Do you know of any Black or Asian women commentators 
featured in live broadcasts of NHL games? Can you think of 
a regular, prominent newspaper column about NHL-related 
issues written by a woman of color? No such women come 
to mind because 


in the United States and in Canada, journalism, especially sports 
writing, is a predominantly white, male, suburbanite-driven 
profession. In America, newsrooms rarely reflect the demo- 
graphics of the areas they cover. The New York Times and 
the Wall Street Journal are both 81 percent white, while the 
Washington Post is 70 percent white, according to numbers 
compiled by the Columbia Journalism Review.*! 


Further to this point, women of color are not only excluded 
from media coverage of hockey but also from coverage of other 
major sports like basketball. And, there is evidence that some 
privileged white women contribute to this problem. Rachel 
Nichols, longtime broadcaster for ESPN, is a recent example 
of such a woman. Nichols’s Black colleague, Maria Taylor, 
took over her position as primary anchor for the 2020 NBA 
Finals pre- and postgame shows. A leaked video recording of 
a private telephone conversation on July 13, 2020, with Adam 
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Mendelsohn (longtime advisor to Los Angeles Lakers star 
LeBron James and his agent Rich Paul) reveals that Nichols 
took issue with Taylor’s appointment and essentially labeled 
her an unqualified minority hire. She said: 


I wish Maria Taylor all the success in the world — she covers 
football, she covers basketball ... If you need to give her more 
things to do because you are feeling pressure about your 
crappy longtime record on diversity — which, by the way, I 
know personally from the female side of it — like, go for it. 
Just find it somewhere else. You are not going to find it from 
me or taking my thing away.” 


After hearing this conversation, multiple Black ESPN employees 
told one another that it “confirmed their suspicions that out- 
wardly supportive white people talk differently behind closed 
doors.”** Further confirmation of their suspicions is that Nichols’s 
statement was not a “one-shot” racist assault on Taylor during 
her tenure at ESPN. Taylor received much attention for her on- 
air comments about the May 25, 2020, murder of George Floyd 
by a Minneapolis police officer, and another ESPN colleague 
disparaged her for speaking out about this incident. 

Shortly after Nichols’s comments went viral, Taylor left 
ESPN to join NBC Sports. She wrote in an email to ESPN 
executives two weeks after this incident, which was obtained 
by the New York Times: “T will not call myself a victim, but 
I certainly have felt victimized and I do not feel as though 
my complaints have been taken seriously ... Simply being a 
front facing Black woman at this company has taken its toll 
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physically and mentally. 
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The case of Rachel Nichols speaks to us on many levels. 
One key takeaway point is that some women, particularly 
those who are white, have more privilege in the world of 
male-dominated professional sports than others. Some would 
even go so far as to describe women like Nichols as exonerators. 
In other words, they turn women against each other.*? One 
thing that we do know for certain is that all women who 
work for big media companies like ESPN (and other major 
corporations) have little power relative to men, but there is 
a constant struggle for power between different groups of 
women within these organizations.*° 

The voices of non-white female survivors of male hockey 
players’ violence are also conspicuously absent from this 
book because, except for rare incidents such as that involving 
Auston Matthews (see chapter 1), there are no published 
stories about the atrocities that these women have experi- 
enced at the hands of “ice men.” The same can be said about 
Indigenous women. 

Additionally, you will not read about the experiences of 
women who kill hockey players who abused them because 
there are no officially recorded cases of this type of homicide. 
Returning to the horrors experienced by Bobby Hull’s sec- 
ond wife Joanne McKay, it is truly disturbing that so many 
women have had similar experiences. Bobby’s beatings did 
not stop after the aforementioned incident in Hawaii, which 
motivated Joanne to file to end their marriage in 1970. They 
reconciled for a short time until Bobby threatened her with 
a loaded shotgun in 1978. He remarried in 1984, and he also 
hit his third wife Deborah.*’ Cases like these prompt some 
people to say, “It is amazing that so few women kill the men 
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who batter them.” This is not an odd statement considering 
the staggering amount of violence against women briefly 
described earlier in this chapter. 

Leaving an abusive man, whoever he is, is never easy, and 
a woman’s decision to get away may be long and complex. 
The overwhelming majority of battered women do leave, but 
there are many reasons a woman might choose to stay. Some 
women are simply afraid to leave — often with excellent reason. 
They have become convinced that they will be beaten if they 
stay but killed if they try to leave. After living with abusive 
men for years, they are often much better judges than we of 
what such men are capable of doing. Other women are afraid 
of being on their own. This may be an economic issue; they 
do not believe they can house and feed their children, for 
example. Or it may be a problem of self-esteem; after years 
of being belittled, they have come to believe that they are not 
capable of making decisions for themselves.*® 

Lenore Walker notes that some women tyrannized by their 
current or former male partners are “pushed to the edge out 
of fear for their own or their children’s lives” and “kill their 
abusers ... as a last resort.”*” Ms. Melzena Moore is one such 
woman. Walter DeKeseredy came into Ms. Moore’s life in the 
spring of 2021 when her Laurel County (Kentucky) public 
defender asked him to serve as an expert witness. She killed 
her boyfriend Raymond Jackson on Saturday, May 23, 2020, 
and was charged with first-degree manslaughter. 

Why did she kill him? Put simply, she feared for her life. 
Women like Ms. Moore who kill their current or ex-partners 
typically do so after years of physical, sexual, and psychological 
abuse. Ms. Moore was intimately connected to Mr. Jackson 
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for three years and was savagely abused in the last two years 
of their relationship. Consider that Mr. Jackson had a coffin 
ina closet in his home and wrote “Zeke [her nickname] Rest 
Here” on the side of it. He repeatedly threatened to put her in 
the coffin and nail it shut. This, arguably, is just the “tip of the 
iceberg,” given the other abusive events Ms. Moore revealed 
to Walter during his Zoom interview with her on April 30, 
2021, information her criminal defense lawyers provided 
him, and Ms. Moore’s responses to questions included in the 
Danger Assessment (DA). 

Developed by Dr. Jaqueline Campbell (Johns Hopkins School 
of Nursing), one of the world’s leading experts on intimate 
femicide (killing of a current or former intimate female partner), 
the DA is a tool to help determine the level of danger that an 
abused woman has of being murdered by her current or former 
partner.”” The version Walter used includes twenty questions, 
and the scores are classified into four categories that reflect a 
womans risk of being murdered: less than 8 = variable danger; 
8-13 = increased danger; 14-17 = severe danger; and 18 and 
over = extreme danger. Ms. Moore’s total score was 31. She 
answered “yes” to seventeen of the twenty questions. What is 
more, Walter only asked her about abusive events that occurred 
during the year prior to the shooting. She did, however, tell 
Walter that she experienced a large amount of abuse during 
the last two years of her relationship with Mr. Jackson. 

The number one risk factor for intimate femicide is a history 
of male violence against women. Raymond Jackson had such 
a history. He physically, sexually, and psychologically abused 
Ms. Moore over a two-year period and beat and raped his previ- 
ous wife. Another major example of Mr. Jackson’s violent past 
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is that he sometimes choked Ms. Moore until she passed out. 
He would then blindfold her, tie her to a bed, and would let 
drug dealers rape her in exchange for them giving him drugs. 
What is more, he threatened to kill her each time she left him on 
several different occasions. Note that a woman’s risk of being 
killed by an abusive man increases six-fold after she leaves.’ 

Mr. Jackson had these and other characteristics that put him at 
an elevated risk of killing Ms. Moore (some that were shared by 
Bobby Hull, who had a well-documented drinking problem”): 


* possession of weapons (Jackson owned throwing 
knives), 

¢ stalking behavior, 

¢ jealousy and possessiveness, 

¢ heavy use of alcohol and illegal drugs 
(e.g., methamphetamine), 

e male friends who abused women, and 

¢ unemployed. 


Again, women like Ms. Moore kill men in their own homes 
during periods of great fear, and the evening of the shooting 
was very fear inducing. She had a reasonable apprehension of 
death or serious bodily harm. A few hours before Mr. Jackson 
died, he raped a woman named Brittany in front of Ms. Moore 
and then asked her to kill Brittany with a knife. When she 
refused, Mr. Jackson raped her. Mr. Jackson eventually fell 
asleep and Ms. Moore helped Brittany escape to the hospital. 
Ms. Moore then returned to Mr. Jackson’s house to confront 
him about what he did to Brittany. He was enraged that she 
helped Brittany flee his house of horrors and punched her 
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in the face, which knocked her out of the house and onto the 
front porch. He then reached for a throwing knife and she 
quickly grabbed her gun out of her backpack that was sitting 
on the porch to scare him. He grabbed the barrel of the gun 
and pulled it toward himself. Then she shot him. 

Ms. Moore’s relationship with Mr. Jackson began in 2017. 
Over a two-year period (2018-20), Ms. Moore was terrorized 
to the point of feeling trapped, vulnerable, and worthless. 
She felt that she was unable to escape the relationship. The 
shooting was the desperate act of a woman who sincerely 
believed that she would be killed that night. 

Why did she return to Mr. Jackson’s house the night of 
the shooting? Why didn’t she just leave? Why did she stay 
with an abusive man for two years? For reasons presented 
earlier, these questions should be replaced with “What kept 
her from leaving?” She didn’t want the relationship to end; 
she wanted the violence to end and thought that pointing a 
gun at him would influence him to stop hurting her and other 
women. Furthermore, Ms. Moore told Walter that she had 
low self-esteem, whereby after two years of being degraded, 
belittled, beaten, and sexually assaulted, she came to believe 
that she was not capable of deciding on her own to leave. 

With any luck, no woman affiliated with professional hockey 
will ever go through what Ms. Moore did, although the more 
than four years of physical and psychological abuse experi- 
enced by Hull’s second ex-wife Joanne is strikingly similar. 
What happened to Joanne must never happen again, and 
chapter 5 provides a roadmap to help us meet this objective. 

We hope, too, that we will never hear about another case 
like the murder of Kelley Clayton in late September 2015. It 
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is exceptionally unusual for a man to kill a woman he wants 
to leave, yet this is what Thomas Clayton, former player 
for the semi-pro Elmira Jackals, did to his wife Kelley. More 
precisely, Tom paid Michael Beard, a former employee at one 
of his companies, USD$10,000 to kill her, which Beard did 
by beating her with a fiberglass maul handle. Donald Lewis, 
an investigator for the Steuben County (New York) Sherriff’s 
Office, told ABC News reporters that this “was an extremely 
brutal attack, a very gruesome situation ... This is probably 
by far the most interesting and the most complicated case 
that I have ever been a part of.” 

Sources say that Kelley Clayton was a beautiful wife and 
loving mother of two small children, but this meant little, if 
anything, to Tom. Kelley’s sister, Kim Bourgeois, strongly 
believed that Tom “wanted his freedom.” Related to her 
interpretation of his murder-for-hire, authorities claim that 
Tom was romantically involved with other women, wanted 
to end the marriage, and didn’t think divorce was an option. 
Lewis said, “He made comments to some of these women ... 
that if he was to divorce Kelley, ‘she would take everything 
from me.’”# 

Again, it is atypical for a man to kill an intimate partner 
whom he wants to leave or has left. On the other hand, nu- 
merous men, such as Raymond Jackson, are pathologically 
determined to prevent their partners from leaving. They use 
a variety of means to try to “keep them in their place.” Some- 
times these methods are lethal, and the motivation is mixed 
with some notion of “if I can’t have you, then no one can.” 

What compels men to murder their estranged wives and/ 
or lovers? Certainly, it is easy to dismiss them as sick or 
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“mentally disturbed.” Some male killers have serious mental 
health problems (just as there are such people in all walks of 
everyday life), but the truth is that most men who engage in 
both lethal and nonlethal violence against women are “less 
pathological than expected.”*° Men with serious mental 
disorders, in fact, account for only about 10 percent of all 
incidents of intimate violence.”° 

Much more will be said about why many professional hockey 
players and other groups of men abuse women in chapters 
3 and 4. As a lead up to these chapters, it is first necessary to 
continue to debunk the myth that men who hit, rape, kill, and 
hurt women in other violent ways are mentally disturbed. 
If only a handful of men assaulted and/or killed women, it 
would be easy to accept non-sociological accounts of their 
behavior: they must be disturbed individuals. Unfortunately, 
male-on-female violence in intimate relationships is deeply 
entrenched in our society (and in many other societies). 
Given the widespread nature of domestic crimes around the 
world, how can we maintain that they are committed mainly 
by pathological individuals? We cannot completely reject 
individualistic explanations, which do help make sense of 
criminal acts committed by some people. As stated above, 
there are those whose biological or psychological problems 
are factors in their decisions to assault women, and some 
of them have been stopped from committing future crimes 
through the use of therapy, psychotropic drugs, and other 
psychologically and biologically informed treatments.” 

Prior to the late 1970s, social scientific theories of violence 
against women centered mainly on “wife beating,” were 
grounded in psychology, and focused on the characteristics 
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and behaviors of female survivors instead of male offenders. 
Psychiatrist J.J. Gayford, for example, claimed that abused 
women themselves can be seen as deviant or mentally ill and 
thus bring the violence upon themselves.** As well, there 
were (and still are) psychologists who asserted that many 
men beat, kill, and sexually assault women because they are 
mentally ill, suffer from personality disorders, or consume 
large quantities of alcohol. 

Due in large part to the pioneering scientific efforts of fem- 
inist sociologists,” there was a major shift in the late 1970s 
from trying to explain, “What is wrong with women who are 
abused?” and, “What’s wrong with men who abuse them?” 
to, “How do our society’s gender norms contribute to high 
rates of violence against women?” and, “Does the differential 
power that males and females have in our society contribute 
to the problem of woman abuse?””” 

Sociologists with vast experience studying various types 
of violence against women call for what the late C. Wright 
Mills referred to as the sociological imagination.”' This per- 
spective seeks an understanding of how personal troubles are 
related to public issues. Personal troubles are just what you 
might think. If you are raped, robbed, beaten, or cheated, you 
have a problem and you have to deal with it. You may need 
medical attention, comfort from friends or family, financial 
help, or some other form of aid. Sometimes, though, many 
people are suffering individually from the same personal 
problem at the same time. If a hundred women are raped in 
one year on a university campus, each one of these women 
has a personal problem. At the same time, broader structural 
or cultural forces — such as patriarchy or capitalism, Mills 
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would argue — allow for so many women to be victimized. 
To look beyond the personal troubles of one or two female 
students who have been sexually assaulted and see the broader 
problem of rape on campus and its causes is to possess the 
sociological imagination. 

Before having a chance to carefully examine the reasons 
for his violence, we might assume that a man who sexually 
assaults someone he knows well or whom he is intimately 
involved with must be suffering from stress or be mentally ill. 
That may seem an adequate explanation for the two or three 
cases that we know personally. Still, when we look at the fact 
that nearly one out of every four female undergraduates will 
be sexually assaulted on North American college/university 
campuses and their immediate surroundings during their 
academic careers, we have an indication of a structural issue 
having to do with patriarchal gender relations in institutions 
of higher learning. A few US studies have uncovered even 
higher sexual assault figures, some as high as 34 percent.” 

Though sociological factors best account for the high rates 
of male-on-female violence committed by hockey players and 
other groups of men, we would be remiss if we didn’t emphasize 
that if you choose any form of violence and look at international 
statistics on its key correlates, you will always find a severely 
unbalanced age ratio. Younger people, especially adolescents and 
young adults, are disproportionately involved in violent crimes 
as both perpetrators and victims compared to older people.® 
The online and offline victimization of women is no exception. 
Young men (especially those eighteen to twenty-nine years old) 
are much more likely to assault their wives / cohabiting partners, 
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dating partners, “hookups,”** and female acquaintances than 
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are older men. Partially explaining this correlation is the fact 
that younger men have stronger associations with highly influ- 
ential deviant peers than do their more senior counterparts.” 
This is certainly the case with professional hockey players, and 
there is a large anthropological cross-cultural data set — the 
Human Relations Area Files — showing that pro-abuse peer 
relations often breed in cultures where men band together and 
sleep in hotels and other residences apart from women.” This 
is what hockey players do when they are on the road. Their 
wives and girlfriends typically do not travel with them to reg- 
ular season and playoff games played away from home. The 
abuse of women, of course, is not the behavior of all, or even 
most, men. Yet, in her now dated analysis of hockey players’ 
violence against women, Laura Robinson warns us that “it is 
the behavior of certain men who travel in groups and have a 
great deal of power.””” 

Related to being at high risk of having young abusive peers 
is that many professional hockey players marry young, which 
also increases their likelihood of assaulting women. Noureen 
DeWulf, actress and wife of former NHL goaltender Ryan 
Miller, supports what hockey sportswriters like Stu Cowan 
have known for years: 


Iwas shocked when I came into the hockey world and would 
see my husband’s much younger teammates, at 23, 24, mar- 
ried, and then with two or three children by 26, 27 ... For me, 
having lived in Los Angeles, where everybody holds out as 
long as they can to do everything, I was shocked ... always 
asked Ryan, “What compels these guys to get married so 
young?” I really don’t have the answer.™ 
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In most parts of North America, divorce rates are highest 
among couples in their twenties,” which in part explains 
why young men are more prone to assault female intimates. 
Abuse, too, is one of the key reasons women are the ones who 
most often file for divorce.” The precise divorce rate among 
NHL players is unknown, but NHL Alumni Association 
executive director Glenn Healy claims, without presenting 
his data source, that 75 percent end up divorced.” According 
to Sports Illustrated Vault reporter Pablo Torre, athletes and 
their agents frequently claim that the divorce rate ranges 
from 60 to 80 percent.” This is plausible for two reasons: (1) 
most pro-athletes, including hockey players, are young; 
and (2) 40 percent of marriages in Canada and between 40 
and 50 percent of marriages in the US will eventually end 
in divorce.™ 

This should not surprise many female readers, but numer- 
ous pro-athletes blame their ex-partners for the termination 
of their marriages and often attribute these women’s exits 
as motivated by financial reasons. Some men contend that 
their partners left them because their incomes dropped con- 
siderably during retirement, which causes radical lifestyle 
changes and considerable stress. Stu Cowan often hears this 
statement bitterly uttered in hockey arenas and other contexts 
where pro hockey players socialize: “First the legs go, then 
the career goes, and then the wife goes.” 

Other pro athletes assert that their ex-wives are simply 
“gold-diggers” who only married them for the purpose 
of getting a substantial sum of money after a divorce. This 
claim is regularly buttressed by sportswriters like the ones 
who made these statements about some NBA stars’ wives: 
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The women are ... constantly tempted since the husband is 
constantly out and she’s left alone with all that money. What’s 
she supposed to do? Knowing what kind of lifestyle they’re 
signing up to, the women may eventually marry the money and 
not necessarily the basketball player. Since he’s nowhere to be 
found, he might as well be anybody, right? If things go bad, there’s 


always a chance to get some more money during the divorce.™ 


What is hardly ever mentioned by pro-athletes as a prime reason 
for their wives leaving them is what Jeff Benedict coins as their 
“brazen adultery and callous disregard for family responsibil- 
ity.” How many hockey players do this and who are they? It 
is not the purpose of this book to reproduce unsubstantiated 
rumors, and thus answers to these questions are not provided. 
Nevertheless, there are numerous substantiated and widely 
publicized examples of celebrated professional athletes who 
have had extramarital affairs. An unknown number of them 
engaged in a myriad of deceitful behaviors like these reported 
by an ex-girlfriend of a former Montreal Canadiens player: 


Ialways had a hunch, [heard rumours about him cheating, but I 
chose to believe him. It wasn’t until I decided to look through his 
phone that the truth really came out ... He had stored different 
girls under his alias male names, after I opened a text message 
from someone named “Paul” I discovered the man I was in love 


with was cheating on me every chance he got, it broke me. 


There is reason to believe, however, that hockey players are not 
as prone to cheating as are baseball players, for example, because 
ice men don’t spend much time in each of the cities included 
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in their road trips. Baseball players, on the other hand, spend 
between three and five days in each city they visit. Stu Cowan 
frequently heard about certain “boys of summer” having “road 
girls” whom they flew into visiting cities. These women typically 
live near the players’ residences. Cowan was, for example, privy 
to stories about married Montreal Expos players meeting women 
in Montreal and then flying them to Los Angeles or some other 
city on a road trip so they could spend time together without 
having to worry about their wives catching them. 

Today, the public is indifferent to, or more accepting of, pro 
athletes’ extramarital sexual activities, even if they involve 
violence. Bear in mind that the late NBA star Kobe Bryant 
suffered little for his behavior on the night of June 30, 2003, at 
the Lodge & Spa at Cordillera in Colorado. He was charged 
with the sexual assault of a nineteen-year-old front-desk 
employee, but he never went to trial. On September 1, 2004, 
one week before opening statements were to be made, the 
case against Bryant was dismissed after the accuser (who was 
ruthlessly stigmatized by the media and Bryant’s defense 
team for months) told the court she would no longer testify. 
She filed a separate civil suit against Bryant and agreed to the 
dismissal of the sexual assault charge if he issued an apology 
to her that was read in court by Bryant’s attorney. The civil 
suit was settled in March 2005, and the accuser received an 
undisclosed amount of money. Meanwhile, Bryant continued 
to flourish as a basketball player and later as a “Hollywood 
and tech mogul” until he died in late January 2020.” 

Conversely, infidelity is defined by numerous violence 
against women scholars, practitioners, and activists as a 
highly injurious type of psychological abuse. Women harmed 
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by adultery live through serious physical and mental health 
problems including substance abuse, depression, anxiety, 
feelings of betrayal, lowered self-esteem, and the feeling that 
they could not measure up to their partners’ lovers.°* None- 
theless, many promiscuous men vehemently deny that they 
abused their wives, girlfriends, or cohabiting partners, and 
they attempt to justify their actions with words like these: 
“After all, [I] only had an affair (or two) and [didn’t] strike 
her or otherwise lay a hand on her.” 

When most people think of abuse, they think of physical 
brutality. They also automatically think of cases of forced sexual 
penetration. But female targets of any type of male physical 
violence regularly say it is the psychological, verbal, and 
spiritual violence that hurts the most and longest. Infidelity, 
then, should be considered part of any definition of violence 
against women. Moreover, physical abuse, sexual abuse, psy- 
chological abuse, and other types of assault on women are not 
mutually exclusive. Many abused women, in fact, experience 
polyvictimization, which is multiple victimizations of different 
kinds.” As well, there are plenty of recent examples of how, 
in the words of Benedict, “an athlete’s sexual irresponsibility 
breeds neglect and violence at home.””! The case of Kelley 
Clayton is but one of many that could easily be identified 
here, but her views on this correlation will never be heard. 

Even if female survivors of male abuse live to tell their 
horrific stories of victimization, no concrete steps to curb 
the harms done to them and others like them are promptly 
taken by prominent members of the hockey world, if ever, 
no matter how far and wide these women’s narratives may 
travel. Consider the response of Sidney Crosby, captain 
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of the Pittsburgh Penguins, to Chinese tennis star Peng 
Shuai’s November 2021 allegations that Zhang Gaoli, a 
former high-ranking Chinese government official, sexually 
assaulted her. She wrote a 1,500-character social media 
post accusing Gaoli of forcing her to have sex despite 
her repeatedly saying no. Peng’s post went viral and her 
accusations received substantial media coverage around 
the world. 

To be expected because of its long history of censorship 
and totalitarianism, the Chinese government deleted Peng’s 
post, and searches for her name and the word “tennis” were 
blocked on the government-operated internet in China. Here 
is an excerpt of what she posted on Weibo: 


I know that for someone of your eminence, Vice Premier Zhang 
Gaoli, you've said that you’re not afraid. But even if it’s just 
me, like an egg hitting a rock, or a moth to the flame, courting 
self-destruction, I'll tell the truth about you.” 


While Peng has not posted on Weibo since the removal of her 
post on November 2, 2021, and has not been seen in public 
or answered attempts by the Women’s Tennis Association 
(WTA) to reach her, many influential people did not stand 
idly by. Peng received public support not only from the 
WTA, which, as of December 3, 2021, suspended tourna- 
ments in China due to concerns about Peng’s well-being, 
but also from tennis champion Serena Williams and the 
White House. Steve Simon, the chairman and CEO of the 
WTA, issued this statement a few weeks before the start of 
the suspension: 
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Peng Shuai, and all women, deserve to be heard, not cen- 
sored. Her accusation about the conduct of a former Chinese 
leader involving a sexual assault must be treated with the 
utmost seriousness. In all societies, the behavior she alleges 
that took place, needs to be investigated, not condoned or 


ignored.” 


Then White House press secretary Jen Psaki said that the 
Biden administration was “deeply concerned” about Peng’s 
health and well-being and called for the Chinese government 
to “provide independent and verifiable proof of her where- 
abouts and that she is safe.” Psaki also told reporters: 


Any report of sexual assault should be investigated and we 
support a woman’s ability to speak out and seek accountability, 
whether here or around the world. Second, we’ll continue to 
stand up for the freedom of speech, and we know that the 
PRC [People’s Republic of China] has zero tolerance for crit- 
icism and a record of silencing those that speak out and we 


continue to condemn those practices.”* 


As noted, Serena Williams was among a group of world-renowned 
athletes, including fellow tennis champion Naomi Osaka, who 
publicly expressed their worries about Peng. On November 
18, 2021, Williams posted this message on Twitter: 


Iam devastated and shocked to hear about the news of my 
peer, Peng Shuai. I hope she is safe and found as soon as pos- 
sible. This must be investigated and we must not stay silent. 
Sending love to her and her family during this incredibly 
difficult time. #whereispengshuai” 
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Even the UN voiced concern about Peng. It called for an 
investigation into her allegations against Gaoli and asked 
China for evidence of her whereabouts.” 

What was the NHL’s official response? Radio silence. 
Based on his investigation into the NHL’s reaction to Peng’s 
situation, Toronto Star reporter Chris Johnston concluded the 
following on November 22, 2021: 


There’s little evidence yet that it’s caused a stir among those 
most invested in seeing the NHL’s commitment to participating 
[in the Olympics] actually happen. Hockey players tend to 
be notoriously strong compartmentalizers and appear to be 
placing their faith in the process.” 


Sidney Crosby is obviously one such hockey player. He can 
be considered, because of his stature and stellar performance 
record, the Serena Williams of professional hockey, a player 
with the potential to sway many hearts and minds. Unlike 
Colin Kaepernick and LeBron James, who have no problem 
taking a stand against social injustices, Crosby took a passive 
bystander approach to the rapidly growing calls to cancel 
Canada’s participation in the 2022 Olympic Games in Beijing 
because of China’s disturbing response to Peng’s allegations 
and the health risks posed by variants of the COVID-19 virus. 
More specifically, he said: 


From my experience with this stuff, I try not to follow it too 
(much) day to day. There’s a lot of different storylines and a 
lot of different things could happen. I think everyone feels 
pretty strongly they’d like to be there, but I try not to think 
too far ahead and get too caught up in it.” 
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We are not, by any means, saying or suggesting that Crosby 
intentionally or directly condones violence against women 
or supports governments purposely ignoring it. We know 
nothing about his personal life and his relations with women, 
but it is fair to assume that, like most men, he is what Tony 
Porter, CEO of A Call to Men (a nonprofit organization that 
works to promote healthy, respectful masculinity), refers to 
as a well-meaning man. Such a man is one 


who believes women should be respected. A well-meaning 
man would not assault a woman. A well-meaning man, on the 
surface, at least, believes in equality for women. A well-meaning 
man believes in women’s rights. A well-meaning man honors 
the women in his life. A well-meaning man, for all practical 


purposes, is a nice guy, a good guy.” 


Whether or not they are aware of this, well-meaning men 
also contribute to woman abuse by remaining silent because 


e they feel that it’s none of their business; 
¢ they don’t know what to say; 
¢ they don’t want to make things worse; and 


° they don’t want to “get involved with politics.”*° 


Based on his close involvement with Set the Expectation (STE), 
a US-based nonprofit organization that raises awareness 
and provides resources to prevent violence against women, 
Washington Commanders player James Smith-Williams agrees 
that “good guys” who remain silent are complicit. He says, 
“being silent on things you know to be wrong is almost as 
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bad as committing the act yourself ... There is much work 
to be done in every walk of life, but especially our industry, 
and it isn’t just one [man’s] responsibility, but all of ours.”*! 

What, then, can elite male athletes do? Jeffrey O’Brien, 
vice president of the Institute for Sport and Social Justice, 
told the authors of Game Misconduct that one way of ending 
the silence identified here is to teach hockey players how to 
identify abusive behavior and provide them with the skills 
to intervene and prevent the harms covered in this book. 
Alyse Nelson, president and CEO of Vital Voices, likewise 
contends, “Young men look up to sports icons ... To see that 
you can be a strong male athlete and icon and you can also 
care about the rights of women and being a voice of solidar- 
ity, I think that’s profound.”* We couldn’t agree more, and 
effective techniques of transforming well-meaning men into 
responders are featured in chapter 5. 

It is also essential to change how women are viewed within 
hockey’s governing structures and to treat them as equals 
instead of simply as accessories to male executives. Mull over 
the Montreal Canadiens’ male-dominated management team. 
On November 29, 2021, President and CEO Geoff Molson 
held a press conference to provide more information about 
his rationale for firing Marc Bergevin, Trevor Timmins, and 
Paul Wilson on November 28. He said that one of the top 
priorities for his new management team would be to add 
“diversity and support.” This is admirable, but at that time, 
Molson was unable to define exactly what he meant by “di- 
versity,” but he made it clear that his new general manager 
(GM) would have to speak French.™ This goal was achieved 
by naming Kent Hughes as the new GM on January 18, 2022. 
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Women’s rights advocates hope Molson’s plan does not entail 
following in the NHL's recent footsteps by featuring Calvin 
Cordozar Broadus Jr. (aka Snoop Dogg) at major hockey-related 
events. The American rapper makes regular appearances at 
annual NHL awards ceremonies and was “treated like royalty” 
when he attended a December 9, 2021, Los Angeles Kings game. 
Montreal Gazette sportswriter Pat Hickey’s concerns about the 
“NHL's love affair with Snoop Dogg” are well founded: 


I know the NHLis on a diversity kick and it may seem like a 
good idea to hook up with a popular black entertainer who 
has sold 13 million albums, but if you’re concerned about 
your image, he’s not the guy. 

He has been arrested multiple times on weapons and 
drug charges, he has boasted about how much he enjoyed 
working as a pimp, he has made a pornographic movie, he 
has been barred from entering at least two countries and he 
joins O.J. Simpson on the list of people who have beaten a 
murder rap with the help of Johnny Cochran. 


Molson has made it abundantly clear that he wants French-speak- 
ing people, particularly men, to be treated fairly and adequately 
represented in his organization. Yet, prior to the hiring of 
Chantal Machabée in early January 2022, it seemed that he 
was not equally interested in increasing the number of women 
and people of color in high-profile positions. Things are now 
somewhat better. There are, for instance, six white men and 
four white women in the hockey administration department, 
one of whom is Machabée, who replaces Paul Wilson as vice 
president of communications. Prior to her appointment, 
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there were seven men and three women. Though this is an 
obvious progressive sign of change, people of color remain 
shut out of high-level NHL administrative positions, just as 
players of color continue to be shut out of playing center in 
the NHL.® Thus, plans to accelerate efforts to improve racial / 
ethnic diversity in professional hockey need to be shifted 
into overdrive. Going “beyond traditional thinking when it 
comes to diversity” should also involve hiring members of 
the LGBTQ+ community at all levels of the sport.*” 

Here is something else to chew over. On September 15, 2021, 
in response to intense criticism of the Canadiens selecting 
Logan Mailloux as a first-round draft pick, the organization 
launched its Respect and Consent Action Plan. The program 
is designed to enable the Canadiens organization to “act both 
internally and externally to raise awareness and educate its 
employees and the public about respect and consent and the 
seriousness of sexual cyberviolence.”** That Geneviéve Paquette, 
the Canadiens vice president of community engagement, 
was put in charge of this program is a very positive sign of 
progressive change. However, some commentators, such as 
Montreal Gazette journalist Jack Todd, see her appointment 
as an example of “yet another woman charged with cleaning 
up the mess the men have made.” During her Zoom press 
conference to discuss her role in the Canadiens’ attempt to 
rescue “something positive from a near catastrophic draft 
decision,” Paquette said that she was not consulted on the 
decision to draft Mailloux: “my reaction ... | was surprised.” 

Will the Respect and Consent Action Plan work? Briefly 
described in chapter 5, it seems to have had a positive ef- 
fect on Logan Mailloux as of July 2022. Leading experts on 
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violence against women, in fact, repeatedly find that educa- 
tion and awareness programs, such as videos, workshops, 
presentations, and classroom discussions, are potentially 
effective prevention strategies. Collectively, they help provide 
an atmosphere wherein people show more respect for each 
other, and they can change attitudes, increase knowledge, 
and change behavioral intention. 

Yet, in an interview with Global News reporters Kalina 
Laframboise and Dan Spector, Walter DeKeseredy raised 
some well-founded concerns about the Action Plan that are 
consistent with those of others with much expertise in sex- 
ual assault prevention program evaluation: “Is it a one-shot 
initiative? ... Are they just going to do it at the start of the 
season and then not do anything else after that?””’ Part of the 
problem with programs that have not worked in the past is 
that they operated ona “haphazard, one-classroom-at-a-time 
approach.””! We will not know if history is going to repeat 
itself here until the Canadiens’ Action Plan is up and running. 

Jack Todd also has some doubts about the effectiveness 
of this program. While he makes it clear that he has much 
respect for Paquette and maintains that “if anyone can turn 
a disaster into a positive, she can,” he also states: 


Given the toxic male response I’ve received to commentary on 
the decision to draft Mailloux in the first place, Paquette has 
a tall task ahead. There has been a whole lot of boo-hooing 
from the fan base over the poor, misunderstood athlete and 
the “redemption” to which he is supposedly entitled — and 
a bare minimum of concern for the young Swedish woman 


who was the victim of Mailloux’s nasty cyber stunt. 
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Can Paquette make a difference? Will the organization 
give her the backing that she needs? Will fans and media 
who have been highly critical of the pick accept both this 
effort and Mailloux’s attempt to rehabilitate himself and his 


reputation?” 


Paquette is, as Todd observes, “self-possessed, articulate in 
both official languages, highly intelligent and possessed of an 
inherent wisdom about the hockey club and the world in gen- 
eral.” Even so, she faces major obstacles, one of which should 
now be obvious to most readers if it wasn’t before: sexism 
is ubiquitous and “is threaded through hockey.””’ Likewise, 
despite being highly qualified as trainers, administrators, or 
other types of professionals involved in hockey, women are 
often perceived as little more than add-ons to men. Related to 
this problem is the fact that women like Paquette who want 
to eliminate the harms caused by people like Mailloux risk 
being ostracized from the hockey world altogether.” 
Paquette belongs to a tiny group of female hockey exec- 
utives who publicly express a desire to change the status 
quo, something that is met with much resistance by the vast 
army of men who exonerate sex offenders like Mailloux. 
As well, profit is one of the most powerful (if not the most 
powerful) determinants of corporate decision-making in 
professional sports contexts. Therefore, it is far from clear 
that “replacing some people with penises with others with 
vaginas” would, at this point in time, do much to push the 
NHL into confronting rather than ignoring the sexual abuse 
and sexual harassment of women, as well as other types of 
male-on-female violence, if the players who engage in such 
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behaviors perform well on ice and stimulate both high ticket 
sales and broadcast revenues.” 

The skeptical points made here should by no means be 
viewed as criticisms of the skills that Paquette and other 
women in executive positions bring to the hockey table. Yes, 
they continually face sexism and institutional resistance to 
change, but they all deserve considerable recognition for 
their achievements, and there is undisputable evidence that 
they were hired for reasons other than their employers being 
primarily concerned about ticking off diversity, equity, and 
inclusivity checkboxes in the easiest and quickest way possible. 

Three examples, besides Paquette, that immediately come 
to mind, especially because Stu Cowan knows them well in his 
role as amember of the Montreal Gazette sports department, are 
France Margaret Bélanger, Chantal Machabée, and Marie-Philip 
Poulin. Geoff Molson named Bélanger president (sports and 
entertainment) of Groupe CH on August 24, 2021. She first 
joined the organization in 2013 as senior vice president and 
chief legal officer after eighteen years at the Stikeman Elliott 
law firm. In 2014, Bélanger was promoted to executive vice 
president and chief legal officer. In 2017, Bélanger became 
executive vice president and chief commercial officer as her 
scope was expanded to lead the hockey commercial strategy. 
In 2020, her scope was further broadened to lead the enter- 
tainment group, as she continued to oversee legal and public 
affairs and community relations. 

Bélanger is the first woman to serve on the executive 
committee of the Montreal Canadiens in its 104-year history. 
She also serves, alongside Molson, as an NHL alternate gov- 
ernor for the Canadiens. In 2020, she was chosen by NHL 
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commissioner Gary Bettman to sit on the NHL’s Executive 
Inclusion Council. “With her mobilizing leadership and ex- 
pertise, France Margaret will continue building on successful 
partnerships and leading our one-team approach across the 
organization,” Molson said in a press release.”° 

These are, indeed, impressive credentials. So are Machabée’s. 
As Cowan puts it, the Canadiens “scored big” by hiring her 
away from RDS, which is a Canadian French language Cate- 
gory A digital cable 24-hour sports channel. After thirty-two 
years at RDS, Machabée left television and her job covering 
the Canadiens to work for the team in late 2021. One of her 
main objectives is to improve the Canadiens’ relationship 
with the media, which was seriously frayed during the last 
three years of Paul Wilson’s tenure as senior vice president 
in charge of public affairs and communications. 

In his January 5, 2022, column, Cowan offered his perspec- 
tive on her skills, one that is shared by many: 


I can’t think of a better person than Machabée for the job. She 
understands the demands of the media and I believe she is liked 
and respected by everyone who covers the team since Ihave never 
heard anyone say a bad word about her. She is an intelligent, 
thoughtful woman with great communications skills. The players 
and the coaches also know her well. I believe she will be honest 
and fair — and as a member of the media that’s all we ask for.” 


Machabée was first approached about the job on November 
30, 2021 — two days after Wilson and Bergevin were fired — by 
France Margaret Bélanger. It was unexpected, and Machabée 
wasn’t looking to change jobs, expecting to finish her career 
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with RDS. But two more calls convinced Machabée to change 
paths. 

Machabée started her career in hockey as a statistician 
with the QMJHL’s Laval Voisins, and Mario Lemieux kept 
her busy during the 1983-4 season when he posted 133 goals 
and 149 assists in 70 games. She was also attending the Pro- 
media TV-Radio School, and one of her teachers was Pierre 
Houde, a Canadian play-by-play announcer for RDS who 
had been announcing broadcasts of Canadiens games since 
1989. Machabée and Houde were among the first people 
hired by RDS when it was launched in 1989. Machabée was 
only twenty-four at the time. 

Over the years, Machabée has been both an inspiration 
and a role model for young women looking to break into 
the sports media business. She was a pioneer in Quebec in 
that respect. Jessica Rusnak, a radio sports reporter on CBC’s 
Daybreak and regular panelist on the Montreal Gazette’s weekly 
Hockey Inside/Out Show, told Cowan: 


Even though I’m English and she’s in the French media, she’s 
someone that everyone in Quebec knows and one of the most 
trusted reporters when it comes to the Montreal Canadiens 
and how to handle yourself. 

I remember when I first started covering the Canadiens 
and seeing her there, I was just so in awe of her. I went up 
and introduced myself to her and she was the nicest person 
ever. She told me, “If you need anything I’m happy to help 
you.” I think a lot of times there’s this misconception that 
people like to say women don’t want to help other women, 
but that’s not the case in real life and Chantal Machabée is 


In Their Own Words | 97 


a perfect example of that. She’s someone who has helped 
every single woman who has come into this business. She’s 
always there to listen, to help, and she always spoke about 
having to put in that extra work. 


On June 21, 2022, the rebuilding Canadiens named Marie-Philip 
Poulin as a player-development consultant. For the next four 
years, it will be a part-time position for the thirty-one-year-old 
Beauceville native as she also continues her stellar playing 
career with a goal of winning a fourth Olympic gold medal at 
the 2026 games in Italy. Not only has Poulin won three Olym- 
pic gold medals, but she has also scored three “golden goals” 
for Team Canada, earning the nickname “Captain Clutch.” 

“She’s a winner, she knows how to win. Our players are 
young, and they need to learn that as well,” owner/president 
Geoff Molson said during a June 7, 2022, news conference 
with Poulin at the Bell Sports Complex in Brossard, Quebec. 
“T think that’s probably the biggest priority. But at the same 
time, we tick many boxes with Marie-Philip. We not only 
get somebody who is very competent in hockey develop- 
ment, player development, but who also is passionate about 
analytics and who is also a woman. Having all three in our 
organization is a big win for us.””* 

Poulin’s other credentials include being captain of the 
women’s hockey team at Boston University, graduating in 
2015, and ranking third in the school’s history in goals (81) 
and points (181). She won two Clarkson Cups while playing 
for the Montreal Stars in the Canadian Women’s Hockey 
League (CWHL) and was named the league’s most valuable 
player three times. She has also won fifteen medals during 
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her international career with Team Canada (five gold, nine 
silver, and one bronze). 

In January 2022, the Canadiens were in the process of 
recruiting anew general manager to replace Marc Bergevin. 
While Kent Hughes ultimately got the job, two highly qual- 
ified women were seriously considered: Emilie Castonguay 
and Daniele Sauvageau. Their candidacy reflects the need 
for more diversity in the Canadiens hockey operations de- 
partment, which then consisted of ten men and one woman, 
all of whom are white. Other NHL teams at that time were 
well ahead of the Canadiens, including the Toronto Maple 
Leafs, who have Hayley Wickenheiser as their senior director 
of player development and Danielle Goyette as director of 
player development. Note, too, that Cammi Granato is a scout 
for the Seattle Kraken, and Alexandra Mandrycky takes care 
of advanced statistics for this new franchise. 

It is often said, “Better late than never,” and in January 
2022, there was serious talk on the street about the Canadiens 
hiring Castonguay as assistant general manager and Sau- 
vageau as a player development coach. Castonguay joined 
Momentum Hockey in 2014 and, two years later, became the 
first NHLPA-certified agent in Canada. She has represented 
a half-dozen NHL players, including Alexis Lafreniére, the 
number one overall pick by the New York Rangers at the 
2020 NHL draft. Castonguay also played four years of NCAA 
Division I hockey at Niagara University, graduating with a 
bachelor’s degree in finance in 2009 before going on to earn 
a law degree from Université de Montréal. 

The Vancouver Canucks fully recognized Castonguay’s 
outstanding qualities, and on January 24, 2022, she became 
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the team’s first female assistant general manager. She is a 
trailblazer since she is only the second woman to be named 
an assistant GM in NHL history. Rarely mentioned until this 
momentous event, however, is the fact Angela Gorgone paved 
the way for Castonguay by being promoted to assistant GM 
of the then named Mighty Ducks of Anaheim at the start of 
the 1996-7 season. She is no longer connected to the NHL, 
but all thirty-two teams affiliated with it should pay careful 
attention to what she said in late January 2022 about the role 
of women in the world of professional hockey: 


From what I heard, [Castonguay] is highly respected and 
experienced in the world of hockey ... It’s not easy to get a 
similar position in the National League, and especially not 
for a woman. I congratulate her on this achievement. 

Ican’t speak for Emilie or any of these women, but I don’t 
think it was the goal for any of us to become the first woman 
to hold any position in the league. As men, we are passion- 
ate about this sport. We have the determination to make it 
our career. Our goal is not to gain recognition as a woman, 


but to have the chance to prove that we can do the job.” 


Sauvageau was head coach of the Canadian women’s team 
that won a gold medal at the 2001 International Ice Hockey 
Federation (IIHF) World Championship and again at the 
2002 Olympics in Salt Lake City. She has also been general 
manager and a coaching advisor with the national women’s 
team, involved in six Olympic Games and several World 
Championships, and worked as an assistant coach with the 
QMJHL’s Montreal Juniors before cofounding the women’s 
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hockey program at the Université de Montréal. Sauvageau 
also worked twenty-four years as a police officer. We hope 
that Daniele Sauvageau will be — sooner rather than later — a 
much-needed member of the Canadiens’ organization. 

The moral of the story is that hockey can, and will, change, 
but the transition to a more equitable place for all walks of 
hockey life can only begin with effective listening. This entails 
high-ranking professional sports officials, athletes, journalists, 
fans, and others “actively absorbing” the information given 
to them by those they have historically blocked out and dis- 
criminated against.’ Effective listening and transitioning 
from a “well-meaning man” to an active bystander go hand 
in hand. James Smith-Williams exemplifies our line of rea- 
soning. This is what happened to him after hearing sexual 
assault survivor and STE founder Brenda Tracy speak a few 
years ago: 


The auditorium on the first floor of North Carolina State’s 
James B. Hunt Jr. Library, with its rows of seats that rise to 
the back wall, can make for an intimidating platform. From 
that stage one day in April 2019, Brenda Tracy, a 5-foot-10 
stranger to most in the room, shared her story with close to 
400 of the school’s male athletes. 

She told them of the night in 1998 when she was 24 and 
she and a friend attended a party. She told them how she 
was drugged and gang-raped by four men, two of whom 
were Oregon State football players ... 

As she shared her story that day in 2019, Tracy’s recollec- 
tions made a particularly strong impression on one football 
player seated in the front row. 
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“T was in shock thinking about everything she said, re- 
flecting on her story and what I could do to make a differ- 
ence where I am,” said James Smith-Williams, then a senior 
defensive end for N.C. State. “She had a call to action and 
was like, ‘If you’re a good man, what are you doing to be a 
good man?’” 

Shortly after learning Tracy’s story, Smith-Williams took 
action. And over the last two years he has become an ambas- 
sador — the first and only NFL ambassador — for her organi- 
zation, Set the Expectation ... 

The cause has becomea passion project for Smith-Williams, 
and since leaving Raleigh for the D.C. area after he was 
drafted by the Washington Football Team in 2020, he has 
expanded his efforts to help both communities while also 
trying to initiate a broader change — locally, nationally and 
within the NFL.’” 


102 and more will 


Smith-Williams is one of “a few good men, 
be said about men like him and the work they do in chapter 
5. He proves that meaningful change occurs when we listen 
to female survivors of male violence, regardless of whether 
the men who harmed them are athletes or not. Too many 
women suffer in silence, and when they do ask for help, 
rarely are people like Smith-Williams around to respond. As 
one rural Ohio survivor of separation/ divorce sexual assault 
told Walter DeKeseredy and Martin Schwartz, “People have 
to be, you know, listen, and um, be sympathetic in relation 
to what exactly happened.” Many other rural Ohio women 
interviewed in this same study emphasized the importance 
of listening to survivors’ voices and developing sensitivity 
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to women’s needs and pain. For example, Jane’s advice was 
direct: people need to listen. “Listen to what they [the women] 
have to say. Don’t jump to conclusions and tell them that 
they’re liars or it will be okay, to get over it.” 

Possibly, the Pittsburgh Penguins organization will now 
carefully heed Jane’s advice and engage in effective listening 
the next time a woman reports being assaulted by one of 
its employees. Ponder this case. In November 2020, former 
Wilkes-Barre/Scranton Penguins (the American Hockey 
League affiliate of the Pittsburgh Penguins) assistant coach 
Jarrod Skalde and his wife Erin filed a lawsuit against the 
Pittsburgh Penguins, its ownership, and former head coach 
Clark Donatelli for “negligently retaining a known serial ha- 
rasser ... as a head coach, allowing him to harass and sexually 
assault women,” and then retaliating against Skalde after he 
reported Donatelli’s November 2018 assault on his wife. The 
Penguins dismissed Skalde on May 5, 2020, and he contends 
in the lawsuit that he was let go as retribution for reporting 
Donatelli, who resigned as head coach on June 28, 2019.'™ 

The lawsuit alleges that after a road game in Providence, 
Rhode Island, when Skalde left to schedule a car ride back 
to the team’s hotel, Donatelli pulled Erin close to him, put 
his arm around her, and called her “sexy.” The lawsuit also 
alleges that when she pushed him away, he reached under 
her shirt, grabbed her breasts, and attempted to reach into her 
pants. Skalde then returned and the three of them got into a 
car with Donatelli telling Jarrod Skalde to sit in the front seat. 

The lawsuit reads, “Still in shock and uncertain what to do 
in response to her husband’s boss sexually assaulting her, Mrs. 
Skalde fearfully entered the backseat of the car, trying to put 
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as much distance between herself and Mr. Donatelli as she 
could, to avoid him again sexually touching her.” Donatelli, 
though, again sexually assaulted Erin in the backseat. Also 
stated in the lawsuit, “Mrs. Skalde was in shock and began 
to cry ... Only later did Mr. Skalde find out what happened 
to his wife that night shaking him to the core to learn that 
he sat unknowingly in the front seat as his boss sexually 
assaulted his wife.” 

The lawsuit also alleges that Donatelli was a serial sex of- 
fender who had assaulted other women, including the Skaldes’s 
friend who was visiting from out of town. It claims that he 
tried to pull up her skirt and grope her in a Pennsylvania bar 
in November 2018. Additionally, the lawsuit declares that the 
Pittsburgh Penguins’ handling of the incident 


included Jarrod being told to keep quiet by the organization 
management, Erin being called a liar and never being inter- 
viewed as part of the team’s investigation, along with Jarrod 
being fired from the organization ... Additionally, the Penguins 
organization has made public comments that show an utter 
disregard for the experience of a sexual assault victim and 


have retraumatized her multiple times. 


On November 9, 2021, the Penguins organization announced 
that it reached an agreement with Skalde and his wife Erin: 
“Through this resolution, the Penguins hope to bring closure 
to the Skaldes, provide some measure of peace, and continue 
to encourage and promote a culture of openness, account- 
ability, and respect at all levels of professional sports.”!”° Our 
cynical response to this press release is, “One can only hope.” 
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We would not have known about the Skaldes’s trauma had 
it not been for a close male friend of Walter DeKeseredy. His 
wife’s brother and Skalde both played for the OHL team the 
Oshawa Generals, and they continue to stay in touch. This 
is how the Skaldes’s case came to the attention of the wife of 
DeKeseredy’s friend, and we thank them for directing us to 
public information about it. 

Perhaps the Skaldes can derive some small comfort from 
the fact that on top of having their lawsuit settled, a Rhode 
Island state-wide jury charged Donatelli with four counts of 
second-degree sexual assault in connection with his assaults 
on Erin. The Rhode Island attorney general’s office reported 
that Donatelli was arraigned on November 10, 2021, and the 
incident that led to the charges “occurred in the city of Prov- 
idence sometime on November 1, 2018.” Donatelli entered 
a plea of not guilty and was released on USD$10,000 bail 
prior to a December 15, 2021, pretrial conference in Provi- 
dence Superior Court.'”° He was cleared of all four counts of 
second-degree sexual assault on June 21, 2023. 

We can’t speak for Erin Skalde, but we are sure that she and 
other women who have had similar horrifying experiences 
would unequivocally agree with Rita, a rural Ohio woman 
who shared her violent experiences with Walter DeKeseredy 
and Martin Schwartz. She said one of the hardest things is 
simply getting listeners to “believe what it is you're telling 
them. Sometimes you'll tell somebody what exactly happened, 
it’s like, oh no, it didn’t happen that way. But that is the way 
it happened. Why would you make up something like that? 
I mean, trying to come up with a story like that, it’s not, it 
wouldn’t be easy.” 
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Following an approach taken by sociologist Dr. Ann Goet- 
ting, the women’s stories briefly described in this chapter are 
included for the purpose of “breathing life” into the patterns 
of sexism, violence, and harassment that women involved in 
professional male sports, especially hockey, routinely experi- 
ence. In the words of Goetting, “They invite you to slip into 
the skins of these women and to witness, through their eyes, 
their tempestuous journeys to hell and back.”"” 

As painfully observed by feminist writer, historian, and 
activist Rebecca Solnit, “The entitlement to be the one who is 
heard, believed and respected has silenced so many women 
who may never be heard in so many cases.” Now that you 
have read this chapter and the experiences of the women 
included in it, keep these words expressed by Solnit in mind: 
“As these stories come to light, you have to remember how 
many more never will, in cases where the victims died silent, 
as they have over generations, or have not yet found an 
arena in which they dare to come to voice, or have spoken 
up and only been mocked, shamed, or attacked for doing 
so.”1°8 Hence, in the struggle to end the atrocities covered in 
this book, we should always be mindful of the women who 
did not, or could not, speak to us and that we are not getting 


their perspectives and insights.'” 
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With a Little Help from Their Friends: 
Male Peer Support and Violence 
against Women 


There is a truly disturbing acceptance of sexual assault by claim- 
ing that it is a matter of “boys will be boys” among other inane 
tautologies. 

And while this should certainly enrage women, it also comes 
across as deeply offensive toward men. This long-perpetuated 
notion that men are dumb, testosterone-fueled sex hounds is — as 
a man — profoundly insulting for several important reasons. 

First, it implies that men can’t control themselves — if we see 
an opportunity for sex, we will unerringly pursue it, regardless of 
morality. After all, we can only think of our penises, right? This type 
of thinking exempts male sex criminals from being held responsible 
for their misbehavior, treating such acts as merely the result of a 
natural state (“he couldn’t help himself”). 

And this directly leads into the next implication: Women are 
solely responsible for not being sexually assaulted or harassed. 


How many times have we all heard things said about a survivor 
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such as “she shouldn’t have drunk so much” or “she shouldn't 
have been wearing revealing clothes?” These absurd assertions 
are also outrageous as a man — it necessarily implies a man can’t 
see some skin or an inebriated woman without losing control and 
harassing or assaulting them. 

— Llowell Williams’ 


Why do men engage in violent acts against women similar 
to those committed by Bobby Hull? In chapter 2 we noted 
that outside of sociological circles, the most common answer 
is that they must be “sick” or mentally ill. How could a nor- 
mal person do what Hull and Thomas Clayton did to their 
wives? Certainly, the media help to build that myth: violence 
against female intimates is commonly portrayed in novels, 
television shows, offline and online news reports, and films as 
involving a drunken, pathological, sexually deviant, foreign, 
or criminal assailant.” 

Even for sociologists like Walter DeKeseredy and Martin 
Schwartz, it is difficult sometimes to see men who rape or 
kill women as anything other than sick. Try to grasp what 
happened to this rural Ohio woman they interviewed in June 
2004. She was coerced into having group sex and beaten after 
going through brutal degrading rituals: 


He ended up bringing someone into the relationship, which 
I didn’t want, but he told me that if I didn’t do it he would 
leave me. And I ended up staying with him. He was more 
into group sex, and uh, trying to be the big man. He wanted 


sex ina group thing or with his buddies or made me have sex 
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with a friend of his. See one time, he made me have sex with 
a friend of his for him to watch, and then he got mad and hit 
me afterwards. I mean he tied me up so I could watch him 
have sex with a thirteen-year-old girl. And then he ended up 
going to prison for it. So, I mean it was nasty. 


Many agree that this man is not sick, but they offer other 
flawed explanations for his actions like those included at the 
beginning of this chapter. One of these faulty, albeit popular, 
accounts is that man’s evolution was violent, which is why 
there is so much male violence in the world today. Related to 
this erroneous theory is the still current claim that, in sharp 
contrast to the “natural” meekness of women, men are “nat- 
urally” violent, “with uncontrollable voracious sex drives.”* 

The reality is that male aggression has little to do with 
biological makeup or factors identified by evolutionary 
psychologists who maintain that male violence is the result 
of competition for sexual access to women.° Using a wealth 
of scientific evidence, zoologist Ann Innis Dagg and biolo- 
gist Lee Harding challenge the evolutionary argument by 
demonstrating that humans’ early ancestors were basically 
peaceful and that serious human aggression only emerged 
less than 12,000 years ago.° 

There are other problems with evolutionary theories of male 
aggression, including, as stated at the start of this chapter, 
that it is often used to legitimate men’s sexual assaults.’ A 
popular notion is that evolution favors strategies that promote 
the reproduction of the group. However, as one sociological 
critic puts it, “To murder or assault the person you are trying 


to inseminate is a particularly unwise reproductive strategy.”® 
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As well, while males are biologically similar with the same 
evolutionary patterns, male violence is not universal, with 
Nordic societies, for example, having lower rates of violence 
than those of Columbia, the Russian Federation, and the 
United States.’ Definitely, some societies are much more likely 
to teach violence to men than are others. The lesson here is 
that, in the words of Dagg and Harding, “faulty reporting 
and interpretation of biology were the bases of the pervasive 
notion that humans and many other primates are inherently 
aggressive; and the cooperative and affiliative behaviors more 
accurately characterize most primates’ daily lives, including 
humans.”’° 

The myth that men who abuse women have biological, 
testosterone-driven violent tendencies is deeply embedded 
in mainstream society and is perpetuated and legitimated 
by people with strong academic credentials. For exam- 
ple, Walter DeKeseredy attended a 2008 World Health 
Organization conference on injury prevention and safety 
promotion in Merida, Mexico. At the start of his journey 
home to Ontario, he met by chance another attendee at the 
Merida airport. He is a prominent, world-renowned civil 
engineer and a professor emeritus still affiliated with one 
of Canada’s most prestigious universities, but he knows 
little, if anything, about the reality of sexual assault. He 
inquired about Walter’s research, and Walter said that 
he had spent close to twenty-five years studying various 
types of violence against women in intimate relationships. 
The engineer then voiced his “theory” of rape, one that is 
heavily informed by a highly problematic interpretation 
of evolutionary theory. 
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He said men rape because they are biologically compelled 
to “spread their seed.” When Walter asked if he was serious, 
he snapped, “I am, and your research is biased by a feminist 
perspective.” There was no point in continuing the discussion 
and telling this man that, as Dagg and Harding have conclu- 
sively shown, rape among primates is a rarity and is definitely 
not a male technique of increasing reproductive success. Rape 
rates differ across societies, and this gendered harm is not a 
sexual behavior — it is an act of power and control. 

Many theories attempt to lay out the factors that best pre- 
dict acts of male violence against women, including those 
committed by professional hockey players, but one of the 
most robust determinants of who beats, rapes, and assaults 
women in other ways is whether the offender receives male 
peer support, a problem briefly discussed in chapter 1. This 
chapter highlights the value of our male peer support (MPS) 
theory — one of the two most commonly used theories of 
masculinity and violence against women" — in explaining 
the connection between playing professional hockey, mas- 
culinities, and violence against women 

Why offer a theory? Aren’t we stating the obvious? Yes, 
“social scientists have known for decades what parents have 
known for thousands of years — that kids get into more trouble 
when they are with other kids.”!* So, by advancing a theory, 
aren’t we just eating up space by including “an irrelevant 
antonym of fact,” engaging in “mental gymnastics,” and 
reciting “fanciful ideas that have little to do with what truly 
motivates real people.”° 

Many, if not most, members of the general public call social 
scientific theories “bad words.” So do numerous other people, 
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including male populist talk show hosts (e.g., the late Rush 
Limbaugh) who use AM radio airwaves to reach millions of 
mainly male listeners each week."* For instance, in Ottawa, 
Ontario, in the late 1990s, Walter DeKeseredy was interviewed 
about women’s use of violence in intimate, heterosexual re- 
lationships by such a radio personality. DeKeseredy offered 
what he considered to be a highly intelligible, theoretically 
informed account for this behavior, but this well-known 
morning talk show host called his explanation nothing but 
“psychobabble.” Like one of the detectives in the once pop- 
ular fictional television series Dragnet (1951-9, 1967-70), he 
wanted DeKeseredy to give him “just the facts.” 

“Facts” or data do not speak for themselves; they must be 
interpreted. What is more, while we know that there is much 
truth to the old saying “birds of a feather flock together,” most 
people actually “know very little about exactly what happens 
in the context of friendship groups that seems to promote 
bad behavior.”’° MPS theory addresses this knowledge gap 
and offers a more nuanced account of what social scientists 
refer to as the causal mechanisms that explain the correlation 
between professional hockey players’ peer influence and 
violence against women.’° 

What makes the crude “birds of a feather” theory flawed 
is that it, like the intergenerational transmission (IT) or social 
learning theory of violence against women, assumes that 
people are simply “hollow” beings who just do what they are 
told by significant others (e.g., parents and peers) or emulate 
whatever they see. Proponents of IT theory maintain that 
male children are more likely to grow up to assault female 
intimates if their parents abused them or if they observed their 
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fathers assaulting their spouses. “Craig,” a violent husband, 
provides an example of this learning process: 


I was a product of seeing my mother being beaten up. I also 
was beaten up, whipped with a belt. I thought once that maybe 
my mother died to get out of that relationship with my father. 
I mean, I know she died of cancer ... 

That’s the ironic part: I remember wanting to dial the 
police when they were arguing, to protect her, and yet it’s 
funny how I did the same thing as my father.'” 


The IT theory has some empirical support and is widely 
accepted across the political spectrum. Yet, the family is not 
entirely responsible for the actions of people like Craig. Many 
men raised in relatively nonviolent homes abuse their wives 
and children. And conversely, research consistently shows that 
the majority of children who have experienced child abuse 
or have watched their fathers beat their mothers never grow 
up to abuse their marital /cohabiting partners or children.'® 

While many children’s violent fathers may indirectly or 
directly teach them to abuse their wives, studies consistently 
find that abused mothers may spend a substantial amount 
of time and effort teaching their male children that abusing 
women is wrong and that their future wives/cohabiting 
partners deserve to be treated much better than them. Lots of 
children, too, fully recognize that violence against women is 
a cruel and destructive behavior, and they often do whatever 
they can to protect their mothers.” 

This is not to say that the family is not a key “train- 
ing ground” for violence against women and children; 
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however, men learn violence and other forms of intimate 
abuse from external sources such as their male peers. Still, 
close to four decades of international research done in a 
variety of social contexts shows that most men, including 
professional hockey players, are also not merely hollow 
individuals. They don’t naively come into contact with pa- 
triarchal, abusive teammates or other types of sexist peers 
and then go through a “transformation of consciousness,” 
“yield themselves to the group,” and “gain a new self.””° 
Data presented in chapter 1 strongly indicate that a sizeable 
portion of violent adult professional hockey players were 
highly trained as far back as middle school to treat women 
as sexual objects and to use women as purely things to 
achieve their own desires: “scoring,” or engaging in sexual 
activity. They do not need further instruction when they 
arrive in the NHL. 

Household childhood socialization, however, is sometimes 
connected to male peer support for violence against women. In 
an unknown number of families, Lee Bowker points out, there 
exists a social psychological process in which males develop 
standards of gratification that promote a belief that they should 
dominate women and children. These standards are developed 
through children exposed to their mothers being dominated 
by their fathers and by boys themselves being dominated in 
their family of orientation. In other words, they learn that 
both women and children are subordinate to the man of the 
family. When these men find that their patterns of domina- 
tion are threatened, or even get the impression that there is a 
challenge to such domination, they suffer from psychological 
stress. They react to this stress with a contrived rage, designed 
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to reestablish domination patterns that meet their standards 
of gratification. Some MPS theorists argue that standards that 
lead men to abuse women are fully developed in men who 
are heavily integrated in male peer groups that continually 
reinforce standards of gratification through dominance.”! 

John (a pseudonym) embodies Bowker’s standards of 
gratification perspective. He was a star player on a profes- 
sional hockey team and periodically physically assaulted his 
girlfriend Marcia (also a pseudonym). When asked about 
what he perceived to be the cause of his violence, his answer 
was, “I guess I am just that kind of guy.” He recalled seeing 
his father and older brothers abuse women and he said that 
“they really deserved it” in a few cases because the women 
“were too aggressive.” 

John was socialized to hit women like Marcia if his mas- 
culinity was threatened, and his violence was reinforced and 
encouraged by his teammates who were “cultivators” of his 
aggression. Based on his case study of John, Columbia Uni- 
versity professor Derek H. Suite offers this conclusion that 
supports Bowker’s theory: 


From the case illustration, it is not difficult to see that John’s 
masculine identity was deeply influenced by his upbringing 
as a traditional male in Western culture, amid all of the social 
pressures and cultural cues to be identified and perceived as 
a “man.” Indeed, John’s training started in childhood, well 
before he got into sports, as he witnessed displays of masculine 
aggression modeled within his own family by older males. 
The underlying notions of power and control, imbibed and 
imprinted on his subconscious through family experience, 
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were perhaps amplified in the context of assuming the “alpha 


male” role on the team — a role that exalts power and control.” 


There are more than valid scientific reasons for examin- 
ing the complexities of male peer support and for featuring 
MPS theory in this book. In the words of Kurt Lewin, the 
founder of modern social psychology, “there is nothing so 
practical as good theory.”” To both prevent and control vi- 
olence against women in the world of professional hockey 
and other social contexts, more than accurate data or “facts” 
is required. We need to explain the problem. We first briefly 
trace the history of our MPS theory depicted in figure 3.1 
because it has roots in the work of the late Michael D. Smith 
(see chapter 1), one of the world’s pioneering experts on 
violent hockey subcultures. 

During the mid-1980s, there was a conspicuous absence 
of Canadian sociological data on violence against women 
in dating relationships. Walter DeKeseredy was then a PhD 
student in York University’s Department of Sociology and 
he wanted to fill this research gap. DeKeseredy initially 
intended to only collect self-report survey data from poten- 
tial male undergraduate perpetrators, but his supervisory 
committee, consisting of Drs. Demond Ellis, Michael (Mike) 
D. Smith, and Clifford Jansen, said that this was not good 
enough. They declared (and rightfully so) that an original 
doctoral dissertation requires a theoretical framework that 
can be tested. So, from November 1985 to the early part of 
1986, DeKeseredy plugged away in York’s enormous Scott 
Library looking for theoretical guidance, and his frustration 
grew with each passing day. 
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FIGURE 3.1. An MPS theory of professional hockey players’ 
violence against women 
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Then, in the fall of 1986, while drinking his morning coffee at 
York’s Cock and Bull Pub and preparing for an undergraduate 


tutorial that he was about to lead, one of the most important 


events in his life transpired that would eventually lead him to 


coauthor this book. At a nearby table sat a group of six under- 


graduates, and DeKeseredy overheard them trying to solve one 


group member’s dating problems. The advice recipient was 


very upset because he took a woman out for dinner and she 


refused to have sex with him at the end of the evening. Some of 


his peers suggested that he stop seeing her, while others stated 


that he should have physically forced her to have sex with him. 
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At that moment, DeKeseredy remembered Eugene J. Kanin’s 
reference group theory.”* Kanin was the first North American 
sociologist to tackle this important question: How do all-male 
groups make sexual abuse in courtship legitimate to their 
members? Furthermore, how do they perpetuate this problem 
over time? Applied to Logan Mailloux’s abusive behavior, 
for example, Kanin would argue that Mailloux’s Swedish 
teammates constitute a hypererotic subculture that generates 
very high levels of sexual aspiration. This fraternity member's 
description of life in a New England state university “frat 
house” provides a vivid example of this socialization process: 


I'll say this, at a fraternity, I’d be a liar if I didn’t tell you that 
just the atmosphere of a fraternity or any group of guys in 
general is they promote how many girls can you have sex 
with, how many different girls can you have sex with. I hear 
it every day. At Friday morning breakfast [fraternities on his 
campus had big parties Thursday night], guys all have stories. 
Interviewer: And one common goal is “scoring?” 
[Response:] Well, yeah, basically. There’s individuals for 


who it’s not, but overall, I’d say yeah.” 


Hypererotic subcultures teach men to see sex as an “achieve- 
ment of a valued commodity: that is gaining possession of 
a woman.””° One of the problems for these men, however, 
is that the goals they have of extensive sexual conquests are 
almost impossible to achieve. Some men experience relative 
deprivation or sexual frustration because they fall short of what 
they see as their peers’ high expectations. Put another way, 
if members of these subcultures feel they are not getting as 
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much sex as their friends say they are getting, they are more 
prone to engage in behaviors like Mailloux’s. 

In an interview with Stu Cowan on July 27, 2021, in which 
he shared his thoughts about the Canadiens drafting Mail- 
loux, Walter DeKeseredy, drawing from Kanin’s perspective, 
argued that Mailloux’s non-consensual sharing of the picture 
of him having sex with a woman who consented to have 
sex with him was mainly about gaining status among his 
teammates at the survivor’s expense.” The same, according 
to Laura Robinson, can be said about hockey players who 
commit gang rapes, which are frequently described by them 
and gang rapists who play other types of male contact sports 
rodeos,” or “pulling train”: 


Wu 


as “shows, 


A player who engages in group sex, who long ago shut down 
the voice inside him that questions if the woman has really 
consented, does so because he needs to meet his own standards 
of masculinity and gain the approval of his teammates, who 
will judge him not as a compassionate human being, but as a 
hockey player. His actions have nothing to do with providing 
sexual pleasure and respect for a woman and everything with 
being seen as a man in his world. He does this because being 
a “team player” is good for his game, his bank account, and 


his future worth in hockey.” 


It becomes more important to be part of the team than it is 
to do the right thing. This is why, many argue, numerous 
essentially “good” kids take part in a gang rape or stand by 
and watch a screaming woman being held down and raped 
in a basement, or just brush off hearing about such an event 
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the next day without even considering taking any action 
against it. 

One problem with both Kanin’s formulation and DeKe- 
seredy’s interpretation of the factors that motivated Mailloux 
to secretly photograph a sexual act and share the picture and 
his partner’s identity with his SK Lejon teammates is that it is 
impossible to believe that men with high sexual expectations 
who act like Mailloux did can somehow justify their behavior 
as legitimate “conquests” when this behavior is (and was in 
Mailloux’s case) officially defined as criminal. For Kanin, this 
is one more area where male peer support groups provide a 
service to their members. They supply what sociologists call 
a vocabulary of adjustment. Those men who might feel guilty, 
conflicted, or stressed learn a language that defines victims 
as legitimate objects of abuse. 

In the world of hockey, offenders and their teammates 
sometimes label sexual assault survivors as “puck bunnies,” 
a derogatory term implying that they are “inauthentic,” not 
“dedicated in their support of the game” and more interested 
in having sex with players than in the sport itself.*” Men who 
adopt and come to internalize this group-based justification 
for their abuse of “deviant” females convince themselves 
that these women deserve to be treated this way. Hence, 
the players who commit these acts can convince themselves 
that they are not criminals. They can maintain their image 
of themselves as normal, respectable, elite athletes, even if 
they participate in gang rapes.*° 

It is not only teammates who provide perpetrators with a 
vocabulary of adjustment. Some young players, as reported by 
Laura Robinson, learn much about the justification of sexual 
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assault and other types of violence against women from their 
parents. For example, on March 14, 1992, seventeen-year-old 
Cindy Green attended a party held at the billeting house 
of a young man who played for the Ontario major junior 
hockey team the Guelph Storm. She was orally and vaginally 
penetrated against her will by three players who said that 
she was a “willing partner.” On March 18, she went to the 
Guelph police, who charged these boys with sexual assault 
six days later. The case soon went to court, but the charges 
were dropped on the trial date because the Crown attorney 
believed he didn’t have strong evidence against the defen- 
dants. A few minutes after his announcement, a mother of 
one of the defendants said, “He’s not capable of anything so 
horrendous. Those girls just want to be stars, and they think 
if they sleep with the boys they will get lots of money when 
they play in the NHL.”*! 

Robinson uncovered that there were other adults connected 
to the Guelph Storm who supported this woman’s framing 
of the case, including the mother of a player who videotaped 
part of the party and then later passed out from excessive al- 
cohol consumption. She called Green “a vindictive little slut.” 
She also remarked, “If it was one of my girls, I’d break her 
neck. But the boys are nice and polite to everybody. They’re 
not going to tell a kid to take a hike. She stayed because she 
wanted to. She crashed it; she wasn’t invited. She just wants 
to make a quick buck when the boys turn pro.”” Truth be 
told, less than 1 percent of youth hockey players end up 
playing in the NHL.* 

With Kanin’s work in mind and a much-improved outlook 
on his academic future, DeKeseredy went to his tutorial that 
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FIGURE 3.2. Original male peer support model 
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day in 1986 and immediately after told Mike Smith about 
his pub experience. Mike had a keen interest in the violent 


subculture hypothesis derived from criminologists Marvin E. 
Wolfgang and Franco Ferracuti’s 1967 classic book The Sub- 
culture of Violence, and he tested it using data provided by 
740 amateur hockey players. Mike was also familiar with the 
sociological literature on what was then referred to as “wife 
beating,” and he asked DeKeseredy to read Lee Bowker’s 
1983 book Beating Wife-Beating, which included the standards 
of gratification theory. This was one of the best suggestions 
DeKeseredy ever received, and he and Martin Schwartz have 
consequently quoted Bowker’s book countless times. 

DeKeseredy’s original theoretical perspective, published in 
1988 and cited in chapter 1, was influenced by other scholars 
and other theoretical perspectives.” As pictured in figure 3.2, 
DeKeseredy argued that insecure young men stressed by 
dating or hurt by women who have rejected their advances 
commonly seek the support of male peers. These males might 
help in a variety of positive ways, but some peer groups in- 
stead encourage aggressive responses up to sexual, physical, 
and psychological assaults against women who pushed back 
against patriarchal domination. 

With Martin Schwartz, whom DeKeseredy first met at the 
1987 annual meeting of the American Society of Criminology 
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in Montreal, the theoretical perspective behind DeKeseredy’s 
original work was vastly expanded and enhanced. Shown 
earlier in this chapter in figure 3.1, our slightly modified 
version of the original perspective, published in 1993,* forms 
the theoretical backbone of this chapter. 

The original DeKeseredy model was empirically supported, 
but it was based mainly on individual factors that did not 
recognize that men who abuse women do not operate in a 
social vacuum. On the other hand, the MPS theory offered 
here contends that male hockey players, like all men, learn a 
substantial number of actions, values, and beliefs from grow- 
ing up in and being part of a larger culture — North American 
society, in this case. The values and beliefs they express are 
microsocial expressions of broader social forces, which in 
North America are too often patriarchal forces. 

But what does it mean to say that our society is marked by 
patriarchal forces? It would be useful if there were a single 
definition of patriarchy that we could present here. Unfortu- 
nately, there is not, as that term is the subject of considerable 
debate. But if, for convenience, we were to choose a simple 
definition of patriarchy, it might be good to follow Claire 
Renzetti’s conceptualization: “a gender structure in which 
men dominate women, and what is considered masculine 
is more highly valued than what is considered feminine.”*° 
Patriarchy, as stated in chapter 2, is certainly threaded 
throughout hockey, whether, as some close followers of the 
sport observe, it is 


through the presence of ice girls or through the comments 
of the sports broadcasters, like Mike Milbury, who, in the 
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context of the NHL's playoff bubble during COVID-19 in 
2020, called women a distraction for hockey players. Women 
and non-binary people are judged by their clothes, how they 
speak, what they look like, how they act. Women in hockey are 
often harassed online in their direct messages and are often 
the recipients of sexist insults, questions about their hockey 
knowledge, or inappropriate comments. Those who are not 


cisgender men do not fit into this community.” 


We could easily provide many more examples of how women 
are devalued in hockey and other male-dominated sports. One 
of the most important points to consider here, however, is that 
as a patriarchal institution, hockey, like other hypermasculine 
sports, separates men from women and heterosexual men from 
gay, bisexual, and other men who have sex with men. One of its 
most powerful means of doing so is through “its offering of ideal 
types and behaviors for men,”** 
A central feature of our MPS theory is that adolescent and 


teenage boys suffer from stress and angst brought on by the 


which starts at an early age. 


pressure of developing interpersonal relationships, particularly 
with girls, combined with the pressures of puberty-driven 
body changes. MPS theory suggests that such young men in 
stress will turn to their male peers for advice, mainly in group 
settings. What is more, adolescent boys looking to cope with 
the various pressures involved in interpersonal relationships 
turn to sports as their main coping mechanism. The coping 
lesson that they often learn from teachers and peers is that 
they should develop sports aggression to be successful on the 
playing fields.* MPS theory includes an element suggesting 
that one central feature of an ideal masculinity is athletic 
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success. The sports aggression fostered by most male youth 
sports teams is often produced by the promotion of anti-female, 
homophobic culture. By high school, male athletes may start 
to recognize the role that sport plays in this generation of 
hegemonic masculinity, but they still support a specifically 
anti-female, homophobic culture.“° 

Young hockey players’ adoption of a masculinity based on 
misogyny and homophobia is facilitated by sex segregation. 
This separation into all-male groups cultivates in male team 
sports the dominant cultural discourse that promotes sexist, 
misogynist, and anti-feminine attitudes among these males. 
Their segregation limits their social contact with females, 
which makes it easier to adopt an oppositional masculinity 
that incorporates views supporting violence against women. 
Interestingly, one study found that these attitudes do not 
develop or that they disappear when men are involved in 
sex-integrated sports. This inquiry compared team sports 
such as cheerleading, track, and golf to physical contact sports 
like hockey and football.*! 

Sex segregation within the world of hockey, as Laura Robinson 
discovered, creates team subcultures that, to a large extent, have 
their own norms and schedules that function independently 
from the larger culture in which they exist.** Drawing upon 
the work of the late Canadian sociologist Erving Goffman, 
Robinson defines hockey team subcultures that perpetuate and 
legitimate sexual assault and other forms of woman abuse as 
total institutions. Goffman explains the concept here: 


The central feature of total institutions can be described as 
a breakdown of the kinds of barriers ordinarily separating 
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these three (where we sleep, where we work, and where we 
play) spheres of life. First, all aspects of life are conducted in 
the same place and under the same single authority. Second, 
each phase of the member’s daily activity will be carried out 
in the immediate company of a large batch of others, all of 
whom are treated alike and required to do the same thing 
together. Third, all phases of the day’s activities are tightly 
scheduled, with one activity leading at a prearranged time 
into the next, the whole circle of activities being imposed 
from above through a system of explicit formal rulings and a 
body of officials. Finally, the contents of the various enforced 
activities are brought together as parts of the single overall 
rational plan purportedly designed to fulfill the aim of the 


institution.® 


Robinson and sports sociologist Steven Ortiz both point out 
that everything Goffman describes is found in professional 
male sports teams, which they define as mobile total institu- 
tions." “What matters most to sports teams is not location, 
but rather the presence of the coach, a team that obeys the 
‘rules’ and the psychological and physical power the team 
and coach command over any space they occupy.”” 

Highly competitive hockey teams resemble total institutions, 
but it would be hard to imagine their continued influence in 
a sexist, homophobic manner if they were not actively or at 
least tacitly supported by society at large or powerful elements 
of it. To again quote Laura Robinson, “It is difficult to write 
about hockey as a total institution in Canada because there 
is such a pro-hockey bias in the media and amongst many 
Canadians.”*° Similarly, Jack Levin and Jim Nolan, two of 
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the world’s leading sociological experts on hate and bias 
crimes, identify a variety of supporters such as hatemongers, 
dabblers, and sympathizers, and strongly argue that while a 
small number of people commit these crimes, the enabling 
support of ordinary and powerful members of mainstream 
society is essential for such criminal behavior to continue.” 

Living proof of this are the events that occurred on January 6, 
2021, in Washington, DC, as described by criminologist David 
Kauzlarich: 


Acacophonic spectacle of right-wing groups, Trumpists, hate 
groups, neo-Nazis, Republicans-proper, extreme conspiracy 
theorists, and lone wolves gathered to advance delusional 
rhetoric about the supposed rigging of the [2020] U.S. elec- 
tion in favor of Joseph Biden against Donald Trump. Several 
hundred of those people, at the suggestion of then-President 
Trump and his supporters, marched to and then breached 
the U.S. Capitol building, wandered the hallways, breaking 
into mostly Democratic political offices, and destroying and 
stealing state and personal property, only to retreat once more 


federal agents, police, and military reinforcements arrived.® 


We wish we could say this was a rare event, but more sup- 
port for our claim comes from the Unite the Right rally that 
occurred in Charlottesville, Virginia, August 11-12, 2017. 
Washington Post reporter Joe Helm vividly recounts how 
this rally of white nationalists and supremacists turned out 
to be “a horrific 24 hours in this usually quiet college town 
that would come to be seen by the nation and world as a day 
of racial rage, hate, violence, and death.”” On August 12, 
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heavily armed rally participants were confronted by coun- 
terprotesters and a violent brawl erupted. One of the most 
horrific moments was when rallygoer James Alex Fields 
Jr. intentionally drove his car into a crowd of pedestrians 
peacefully protesting the rally. He killed Heather Heyer and 
injured dozens of others. 

Rather than aggressively condemn the rally, on August 
13, 2017, then president Donald Trump enabled alternative 
right (alt-right) groups led by people like Richard Bertrand 
Spencer” by providing this widely televised response to the 
violence that erupted in Charlottesville: 


You had some very bad people in that group, but you also 
had people that were very fine people, on both sides. You had 
people in that group ... There were people in that rally — and 
I looked the night before — if you look, there were people pro- 
testing very quietly the taking down of the statue of Robert 
E. Lee. I’m sure in that group there were some bad ones. 
The following day it looked like they had some rough, bad 
people — neo-Nazis, white nationalists, whatever you want 
to call them. But you had a lot of people in that group that 
were there to innocently protest, and very legally protest." 


What does this have to do with professional hockey? Our 
point is that like racist groups, hockey subcultures that 
promote a narrow conception of masculinity, homophobia, 
and woman abuse under certain conditions are most wide- 
spread and effective when they resonate and coordinate 
with a broader discourse found in society at large and across 
different institutions like the mainstream media. Remember 
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that there was much support for the Montreal Canadiens 
drafting convicted sex offender Logan Mailloux, and Bobby 
Hull is still generally considered a hockey legend rather 
than an abusive man. 

Included in our MPS theory is the fact that alcohol is a 
common feature of many young men’s social networks, 
such as US college/university fraternities. It is, as well, of- 
ten involved in sexual assaults committed by male athletic 
groups,” as proven by the case of the Boston University 
men’s hockey team described in chapter 1. Once labeled 
by Pierre McGuire, former Ottawa Senators’ senior vice 
president of hockey operations, as hockey’s “dirty little 


secret,” 


alcohol is also strongly associated with hockey 
players’ physical assaults on women as illuminated by what 
Bobby Hull did to his second ex-wife. A more recent “eerily 
familiar story,” especially considering what Patrick Roy did 
to his wife in October 2020 (recall that Roy then played goal 
for the Colorado Avalanche), is former Avalanche goalie 
Semyon Varlamov’s behavior on October 30, 2013. Under 
the influence of alcohol, he threw his girlfriend Evgeniya 
Vavrinyuk into a wall, stomped on her, dragged her around 
the house, and threatened her. He allegedly told her, “Tf this 
were Russia, he would have beat her more.” Varlamov had 
been drinking for more than twelve hours before he beat 
Evgeniya, and she testified in court that “he was having fun, 
he was laughing” while he beat her. She added, “He has no 
concept of when to stop drinking and when he drinks, he 
turns into an animal.”°*° 

A year later, former Los Angeles Kings player Slava 
Voynov, also heavily intoxicated, brutally beat his wife, 
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Marta Varlamova. Los Angeles Times reporter Nathan 
Fenno describes what happened to her on the night of 
October 18, 2014: 


Blood seemed to be everywhere when Redondo Beach po- 
lice officer Gregory Wiist toured the master bedroom of the 
multimillion-dollar home on Avenue C ... 

“My blood, all over bedroom and bathroom,” Varlamova, 
said in a recording. “And it’s not first time.” ... 

While the couple argued during a Halloween party for 
Kings players, Voynov removed his wife’s costume glasses, 
stomped on them and punched her in the left jaw, the police 
report said. 

The dispute resumed when they returned home. Varlam- 
ova told police Voynov choked her with both hands three 
times ... 

Voynov kicked her five to six times on the ground, Var- 
lamova told police, while she screamed for him to stop. 
When she tried to get up, he pushed her into the corner of 
a flat-screen television mounted on the wall. That opened a 
1.2-inch laceration above Varlamova’s left eye that required 
eight stiches to close.” 


Though many people see a direct relationship between alcohol 
and violent acts committed by men like Voynov and those 
who sexually assault women, leading experts in the field 
argue that the link is not real but more of an illusion. Men 
have a strong expectation of alcohol’s effects, which fuels 
their misperceptions of women’s sexual intentions and may 
serve as a justification for men’s sexual violence. The real 
physiological effect may not be very important.” 
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The relationship may not be causal, but alcohol abuse is 
definitely strongly related to assaults on women. Sociological 
criminologists who specialize in MPS,” for instance, find that 
alcohol abuse plays a major role in peer group processes related 
to violence against women. Alcohol, in fact, is often used in all- 
male social contexts that support patriarchal conversations about 
women’s sexuality and how to control it. Some men, including 
those who are professional hockey players, gather at bars or 
pubs to drink, have fun, and to avoid women. Women are not 
allowed to join them because female exclusion serves to validate 
and sustain masculine superiority, solidarity, and dominance. 

Men often use bar events, especially “nights out with the 
boys,” to prove to each other that they are not “under the 
thumbs” of their wives or girlfriends. Nevertheless, women 
remain a focal point of conversation. What’s more, drinking 
with male peers helps some men explain away, rationalize, 
and excuse embarrassing, unsightly, and even violent behav- 
ior,” such as aggressive and violent behavior toward women. 
Group discussions in bars, too, often emphasize violence as a 
means of maintaining control and may even encourage some 
men to become sexually aggressive toward specific women. 

Some sports bars are “safe havens” off the ice in numerous 
communities where hockey players are treated like gods. They 
are privileged, allowed to drink “on the house,” and given 
permission to abuse women and engage in conversations that 
objectify them in these places. For example, one of the five 
former college/ professional hockey players interviewed by 
Nick Pappas and his colleagues said the following: 


I think that date rape is prevalent among the jock culture. There 
are things that are not violent but they just seem kind of wrong 
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that guys do in terms of how they relate to women — off the 
ice. They treat women like objects — sexual objects. They talk 
about them as if they aren’t there, as if [the athletes] were in 
the locker room talking ... and don’t care what they say at all 
because they think they’ re still going to have sex or whatever. 
Things like that machismo group mentality, that locker room 
mentality, comes out in off-ice behavior ... treating women really 
bad ... like one-nighters or short-term girlfriends or someone 
they didn’t care very much, just as objects or sex partners. 


In sum, one cannot understand hockey players’ violence 
against women without factoring in the role of alcohol. Its 
use and abuse among these athletes is “nearly universal,” 
and hockey is a “culture that is defined, in part, by the use of 
alcohol in leisure.”*' Perhaps this is best described by Yahoo! 
Sports reporter Justin Bourne: 


The culture of the game carries with it a few things that aren’t 
a ton of fun to talk about (you know, rampant homophobia, 
casual misogyny, etc.), but it also proudly unites those who 
like to have a good time, a pursuit in which The Sauce plays a 
fairly significant role. From rec leaguers to the show, drinking 
is just part of the lifestyle ... 

It’s simply woven into the fabric of our game — hell, the 
NHL is sponsored by Molson. We’re in this together, beer ... 

I’m just explaining — it’s part of our game at every level, 


including junior.” 


It is vital to examine how alcohol contributes to hockey play- 
ers’ abuse of women, but a richer understanding is obtained 
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by examining the off-ice all-male group contexts in which 
hockey players consume it. Throughout many years of study, 
Walter DeKeseredy and Martin Schwartz have discovered 
over and over again that men who admit to physically and 
sexually assaulting women are among the heaviest drinkers 
in their studies and they have heavy drinking buddies who 
perpetuate and legitimate their misogynistic behaviors. 

On top of learning to sexually objectify women and adopt- 
ing a heavy drinking lifestyle, a narrow type of masculinity, 
and homophobic attitudes and beliefs, men are taught other 
negative things in sexually segregated mobile total institu- 
tions such as professional hockey teams, but one of the most 
notable, according to MPS theory and the data that support 
it, is group secrecy. Group secrecy keeps men from revealing 
the deviant behavior of their teammates to “outsiders.” It 
also tells violent men that their actions are not wrong. Still, 
the connection between male athletes’ abuse of women and 
group secrecy is seldom, if ever, effectively addressed by 
sports journalists.” 

On the other hand, criminal subcultures’ concealment of 
their hidden transgressions and protection of their members 
continue to be “hot topics” in fictional and nonfictional media 
portrayals of crime. Consider the recent popularity of Law & 
Order: Organized Crime, an NBC crime-drama series that pre- 
miered on April 1, 2021. Frequent consumption of prime-time 
crime TV shows like this one explains, to a large degree, why 
the public views the relationship between group secrecy and 
crime as existing mainly in organized crime groups, such as 
drug cartels. The mass media have a major influence on this 
viewpoint. In fact, for many, if not most, people, the mass 
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media are their major source of information on crime and 
its control. 

According to the US Bureau of Labor Statistics’ 2020 American 
Time Use Survey, outside of sleeping, US residents spent the 
bulk of their time watching TV, averaging about 3.1 hours per 
day, which is just slightly more time than they spent working 
for wages.“ Furthermore, data presented in the Hollywood 
Reporter reveal that shows about law-enforcement officials 
(e.g., police officers and detectives) made up nearly one-fifth 
of the scripted shows broadcasted by television networks in 
the 2019-20 season. In fact, crime shows greatly outnumber 
(and have for a very long time) every other drama subgenre, 
and they are among the most-viewed TV series.© Perhaps, 
then, the words of British criminologist Eamonn Carrabine 
are most fitting here: “If, as is often said, we currently live in 
the golden age of television, then it is the crime drama that 
lies at the heart of this cultural renaissance.” 

Regardless of the nature of the current state of popular 
knowledge about criminal group secrecy, it should not only 
be included in our MPS theory but must also be reckoned 
with in attempts to curb athletes’ violence against women. 
Group secrecy is an integral part of patriarchal male athletes’ 
culture of protection,” and it operates in ways described below. 

Before presenting some real-life examples, it must be 
stressed that although it happens often enough, the usual 
case of group secrecy is not a conspiratorial plot. Senior team 
executives and male athletes who work for them usually 
do not sit around tables, like some terrible made-for-TV 
movie about the Mafia, discussing group secrecy and the 
penalties for those who violate “the code,” but there is some 
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evidence that this happens. Consider the reports, described 
in chapter 2, on how the Pittsburgh Penguins organization 
handled the allegations of sexual assault levied against former 
Wilkes-Barre/Scranton head coach Clark Donatelli. Penguins 
assistant general manager Bill Guerin, whose job involved 
overseeing this NHL team’s farm club, told Jarrod Skalde to 
“keep quiet” about this traumatic incident. Skalde, also noted 
in chapter 2, alleged that the Penguins violated Pennsylvania's 
whistleblower laws and dismissed him on May 5, 2020, because 
he reported Donatelli’s abuse of his wife Erin to the team.™ 
Codes of silence and the demand for team loyalty mean 
that few crimes committed by popular male athletes are 
punished. Even if perpetrators of sexual assault and other 
crimes against women do end up in conflict with the law, it 
is rarely because of investigations initiated by team owners 
or high-ranking executives. Group secrecy, institutional be- 


trayal,® 


and bureaucratic indifference usually stand in the 
way of “doing the right thing.” 

While not an example derived from professional hockey, 
Baylor University’s response to sexual assault claims against 
football players between 2010 and 2015 is another recent 
disturbing case in point. On August 11, 2021, the NCAA Di- 
vision I Committee on Infractions (COI) publicly released a 
Public Infractions Decision that includes this condemnatory 


statement: 


Make no mistake, the conduct that occurred on Baylor’s 
campus between 2010 and 2015 was unacceptable. Young 
people were hurt. They were hurt because the campus leaders 
they trusted to provide a safe campus community failed. At 
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times, these failures heavily intersected with Baylor’s football 
program and Baylor football student-athletes. At other times, 
they did not. And that is perhaps the most disturbing aspect 
of this case — that a campus-wide culture of sexual violence 
went unaddressed due to ignorance and leadership failings 
across campus. Baylor itself acknowledged moral and ethical 
failings. Even Baylor’s former president described the insti- 
tution’s handling of campus sexual violence during this time 


as a “colossal operational failure.””” 


ESPN investigative reporters Paula Lavigne and Mark 
Schlabach found that “many things stood in the way” of the 
women who reported their experiences to trusted Baylor 
officials, some of which are key indicators of group secrecy: 


They encountered a city police department that was inconsis- 
tent in its investigations and withheld police reports involving 
students and student-athletes. A campus police department 
operating ina veil of secrecy that was more interested in issuing 
parking tickets and liquor violations than in helping women 
who came to them for help after an assault. An honor code 
that made women afraid to report being raped lest they get in 
trouble with the university for being at a party and drinking. 
And administrators, employees, and coaches who received 
reports of domestic violence or sexual assault and never shared 
the information, keeping secret the heightened and growing 
risk to women as they stepped foot on the Waco campus.”! 


Corroborative evidence is provided by the results of an inves- 
tigation conducted by the Philadelphia law firm Troutman 
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Pepper Hamilton. In May 2016, Baylor’s Board of Regents 
released Troutman Pepper Hamilton’s report. As Lavigne 
and Schlabach note: 


The findings were damning and worse than they could have 
imagined. They found not just ignorance, but willful intent in 
trying to silence women who reported being sexually assaulted 
by some Baylor football players. They found university offi- 
cials retaliated against victims and ignored survivors’ needs 
for counseling, academic support, and, most of all, justice. 
And they found a problem that went far beyond their beloved 
football program.” 


Despite Baylor’s insensitivity to survivors’ trauma, the 
criminal justice system “stepped up to the plate.” Multiple 
football players were ultimately convicted of sexual assault. 
Tevin Elliott, for example, was convicted and sentenced to 
the maximum of twenty years in prison and a USD$10,000 
fine in January 2014. In August 2015, former defensive end 
Sam Ukwuachu was convicted of sexually assaulting a female 
Baylor soccer player and was sentenced to 180 days in jail, ten 
years’ felony probation, and 400 hours of community service. 
In December 2018, a student who was not on the football 
team, former fraternity president Jacob Walter Anderson, 
pleaded guilty to unlawful restraint and received three years 
of deferred probation and a USD$400 fine.” 

The NCAA, on the other hand, gave Baylor what many peo- 
ple would consider “a slap on the wrist.” It cited the world’s 
largest Baptist university for several violations of collegiate 
athletic rules and levied a highly questionable punishment 


138 | Skating on Thin Ice 


that entailed four years of probation and a USD$5,000 fine. 
What was the COI’s rationale for such a weak sanction? NCAA 
president Mark Emmert’s answer was as follows: 


Schools have taken many steps to address sexual violence on 
campus, but as the COI points out, the authority of the NCAA 
in this area is very limited today ... This is a clear demonstra- 
tion of why the Association needs transformational change 
to create alignment between authority and responsibility to 
address the most critical issues in college sports.” 


The NHL, too, requires a transformational change. It 
currently does not have any policies on sexual assault and 
domestic violence. What it does have is this clause (Section 
18-A.5) in its collective bargaining agreement related to 
criminal investigations in general: 


The League may suspend the Player pending the League’s 
formal review and disposition of the matter where the fail- 
ure to suspend the Player during this period would create a 
substantial risk of material harm to the legitimate interests 
and/or reputation of the League.” 


But what about the legitimate interests, health, and well-being 
of female survivors’ of players’ violence? Several NHL play- 
ers (e.g., Patrick Roy) have been publicly identified as being 
involved in alleged domestic violence and sexual assault 
events, but in almost all of these cases, the NHL leadership 
took “a wait-and-see approach, opting in most cases not to 


suspend or terminate players.””° 
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Many times, the culture of protection, which as noted above 
prioritizes group secrecy, also enables some perpetrators to 
“bounce back without serious ramification” shortly after they are 
convicted of some type of assault or sexual harassment.” Slava 
Voynov exemplifies such a life course trajectory. After he was 
arrested for domestic violence in 2014, the NHL, citing Section 
18-A.5, suspended him indefinitely, and the Los Angeles Kings 
terminated his six-year, USD$25-million contract shortly after 
that. He also spent two months in jail and decided to return to 
Russia instead of facing deportation proceedings. He eventually 
“landed on his feet” and currently plays for the Kontinental 
Hockey League (KHL) team Ak Bars Kazan, and he played for 
the 2018 Russian Olympic hockey team. 

Bouncing back or “moving on” in ways similar to those 
experienced by hockey players Patrick Kane, Auston Matthews, 
and Slava Voynov is what investigative journalist Jessica 
Luther refers to as one of the most common “go-to plays” 
in the media’s section of the male combative sports’ sexual 
and domestic violence playbook. Luther’s extensive work 
on sport and patriarchal culture sensitizes us to the fact that 


there is nothing sports media love more than when a high-profile 
case about off-field violence seemingly comes to an end and 
we can all just move on. They practically beg us all to get back 
to the truly important stuff: talking about the minutiae of the 
sport that happens on the field.” 


Recall from chapter 1 that Jim Hughson drew from the “moving 
on” playbook when he simultaneously minimized Matthews’s 
transgression and praised Patrick Kane for getting into “a 
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little trouble.” Even so, all the blame for the use of this type 
of playbook cannot be placed entirely on sports journalists 
like Hughson. Many of them, under pressure from their su- 
periors (e.g., newspaper editors and owners), are responding 
to a large readership that calls for this approach. Below, as 
an example posted by the Montreal Gazette on September 19, 
2021, is one person’s angry response to some Gazette report- 
ers’ critical perspectives on the Montreal Canadiens drafting 
Logan Mailloux (LM): 


This article ... [is] about EGO. Writers who continue to try and 
convince the posters and readers that as the voice of social 
reform these writers know best. The overwhelming comments 
by readers are in direct opposition to their continuing batters 
against LM (check the archives and add it up). Okay writers 
you prove your point ... GET BACK TO HOCKEY ... Let social 
reform and issues be handled by in the area they are destined 
to be in the paper. 3 articles in the last 10 days headlining LM 
in this the sports section by different writers proves this is an 
organized campaign of social reform not hockey by people 
who shouldn't point fingers.” 


Protecting their livelihoods and the financial interests of the 
teams they work for are obviously two of the most important 
motives for the contributions to group secrecy made by hockey 
players and other male athletes. Yet, there are other reasons 
for remaining silent. Why would a player or other employee 
of an NHL team cover up for another player, coach, trainer, 
or higher-ranking team employee, who might not even be a 
friend, when to do so might mean engaging in serious criminal 
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behavior? It cannot only be because members are afraid of 
reprisal. The source of the problem goes deeper than that. 
In the case of the players themselves, one reason is the 
development of a new self after joining an elite junior or 
college/university hockey team prior to entering the NHL or 
another professional hockey league (e.g., the KHL). “Bonds 
of brotherhood,” created through hazing and other social in- 
teractions, encourage players to protect their teammates from 
public stigmatization and punishment, even if they must lie to 
investigators to achieve this end. Hazing in athletics, especially 
at US colleges, is hardly “good clean fun” and is shrouded in 
group secrecy. Perhaps it is best explained in this statement 
by the United States College Hockey Organization (USCHO): 


Hazing in athletics happens mostly as a form of initiation or 
a rite of passage onto a team. Student athletes frequently give 
in to hazing because they are willing “to do anything” to gain 
acceptance. Hazing is believed to act as a bonding or unifying 
experience for athletes, particularly when it is practiced as a 
form of initiation to welcome, for example, new freshman to 
the team. But research shows that it can have the opposite 
effect. It can be more destructive to human relationships than 
constructive when it relies on substance abuse and/or the 
performance of acts that are self-destructive, isolating, socially 
offensive, hurtful, aggressive, uncooperative, or disruptive. 
The hazing comes at the expense of integrity, respect, civility, 
and responsibility within the team itself.*° 


Supporting USCHO’s statement about the destructive nature of 
hazing is information included in chapter 1 about the London 
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School of Economics rugby club and the lawsuit filed in late 
June 2020 against the CHL, the WHL, the OHL, and the QMJHL. 
Furthermore, in the wake of the revelations of the 2003 and 2018 
gang rape cases also discussed in chapter 1, a Toronto family 
spoke out in early August 2022 about a physically and sexually 
abusive “initiation” incident involving a twelve-year-old boy 
that took place several years ago while he attended a week-long 
overnight hockey summer camp. The then twelve-year-old boy 
went into a cabin and was grabbed, thrown to the ground, and 
held there against his will while four boys attempted to shove 
a broomstick up his anus through his clothing, according to a 
statement of claim filed in the Ontario Supreme Court in 2021. 
The victim’s family launched a CAD$1.45-million lawsuit 
against the camp’s owner and management for “intentional 
and/or negligent conduct,” and the family is suing the four 
former campers for alleged physical and sexual assault. Three 
of them were eleven years old at the time and one was twelve. 
The camp is located in Sundridge, Ontario, north of Toronto. 
On its website, the camp declares that it offers “the ultimate 
summer hockey experience.”*! 

Now mull over what happened to D’Arcy McKeown, son 
of investigative TV journalist Bob McKeown. On August 27, 
2005, as an eighteen-year-old freshman on McGill University’s 
football team, he was sexually assaulted with a broom handle 
in a terrifying hazing ritual organized by a group of veteran 
teammates. He shared his horrific experiences in a September 
2013 interview with the QMI News Agency: 


They made us strip down to our shorts, hold hands, and walk 
double-file down to the athletics area of campus -— calling us 


names along the way. 
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They stuck us in the squash courts and told us to kneel, 
each of us holding a penny to the wall with our nose. And 
they said for every time it slips, that’s an extra inch from 
Dr. Broom. 

Lights went off. Then veterans led the frosh, one by one, 
to a second squash court. The rest of the team watched from 
the stands, above. 

Only the captains were down in the squash court, and 
they told you to strip down naked ... I refused to get naked. 

Iwas actually forced down on all fours, had a dog’s chew- 
toy shoved in my mouth ... [Then he was sexually assaulted 
with the broom handle. ] 

I got so angry that I stormed out. I threw the chew-toy up 
at the guys in the stands, just pissed off. A couple of players 
tried to prevent me from leaving, told me to just calm down... 

I got a very insincere phone call from one of the captains 
asking me to come back, to let’s put this all behind us ... 
Basically the coach said he would figure it out, and never 
did ... 

My thought was that this hazing has got to stop. This 
can’t happen to anyone ever again, at least here. I can make 


some sort of impact.*? 


McKeowr’s revelations were corroborated by McGill’s offi- 
cial investigation. McGill also passed a campus-wide ban on 
hazing and Canadian Interuniversity Sport (CIS), the national 
governing body of Canadian university sports (rebranded as 
U Sports in 2018), strengthened its anti-hazing policy and has 
since handed out severe punishments for offenders. As for 
McKeown, he had a successful four-year playing career with 
the University of Toronto from 2006-9 and is now a senior 
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manager with the Toronto International Film Festival.’ Un- 
fortunately, many other targets of hazing continue to suffer 
long after their victimization. 

One such case is Akim Aliu, who experienced what some 
label “the most famous hockey hazing incident of the past few 
decades.” In 2005, Aliu was a sixth overall pick in the OHL 
draft, and during his first years with the Windsor Spitfires, a 
group of older players forced four rookies to strip naked and 
locked them inside a cramped bathroom at the back of the 
team bus on the drive home from a preseason road trip. Aliu 
refused to keep quiet and suffered from considerable fallout. 
Three weeks after the hazing incident, a video appeared on 
the local news in Windsor, then nationally, and a bit later on 
YouTube, showing Aliu fighting teammate Steve Downie, a 
first-round draft pick of the Philadelphia Flyers. Shortly after, 
Aliu revealed most of the hazing incident to the media. It is 
beyond the scope of this chapter to report all the negative 
things that subsequently happened to Aliu, but he paid dearly 
for, in his words, “standing up for what is right” and for 
not keeping “the worst aspect of hockey culture a secret.”** 
Though he eventually played professional hockey, he did 
not get the permanent NHL job he wished for and concluded 
his precarious career playing overseas with HC Litvinov in 
the Czech Extraliga (ELH). Recall, too, from chapter 1, that 
former Calgary Flames coach Bill Peters directed racist slurs 
at him. In a recent interview with Sportsnet journalist Gare 
Joyce, Aliu revealed: 


After the incident in Windsor, the people in the game looked at 


me differently. My reputation took a significant hit and for no 


With a Little Help from Their Friends | 145 


good reason. I’ve always been in great shape, never a drinker 
or smoker. I’ve always tried to be a good teammate and to 
work with coaches. I continue to work on my game and stay 
dedicated. I still believe that my best hockey is ahead of me. 

I strongly believe the publicity around the hazing inci- 
dent in Windsor turned my career sideways and to this day 
I’ve never been able to reclaim my reputation. I was humil- 
iated as a target of hazing and then physically assaulted 
and yet somehow people looked at me as a villain and 


troublemaker. 


Many more examples of hazing in male athletics are readily 
available. The most important point to think about here is 
that the group solidarity that it and other initiation rituals 
promote makes men remain publicly silent about their peers’ 
transgressions. Likewise, players know that their teammates 
will always “have their backs” and not cooperate with investi- 
gations into their own deviant behavior that may be conducted 
by the police and senior NHL officials like commissioner Gary 
Bettman. What is also so important in all this discussion is 
that group secrecy tells all violent men that their actions are 
not wrong. It is a lesson that many have learned very well 
and have subsequently put into action. 

Many of the arguments in this book have so far centered 
on the presence of one or more factors that make it more 
likely that elite hockey players will abuse women. We argue 
that in a culture marked by male dominance, and in a group 
that provides male peer support for violence, ice men are 
more likely to assault women. Still, there are other things we 
should examine. One is deterrence. Are there factors that, if 
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present, would tend to stop the behaviors in question? For 
example, in a town where jaywalking is a serious problem, 
will placing a couple of police officers handing out tickets for 
jaywalking put a dent in the number of people who violate 
that law? That is at least a research question. 

The question asks about the presence of deterrence. One can 
also look at the absence of deterrence, which is the last factor 
in our MPS theory. It is not only connections and interactions 
with teammates that encourage and justify the criminal ac- 
tions of athletes like Logan Mailloux. It is not a surprise that 
broader organizational forces, such as the NHL’s insatiable 
hunger for profits, grants players permission to abuse women 
because they help achieve corporate goals on the ice.*° The 
lack of meaningful punishments or negative sanctions are 
powerful institutional mechanisms that facilitate the harms 
covered in this book. 

Criminologists generally make a distinction between two 
types of deterrence: specific and general. Specific deterrence 
refers to the effects of punishments on people to whom they 
are applied. If you are, like Logan Mailloux, suspended from 
playing hockey for the London Knights for the first half of 
the 2021—2 season, the assumption is that the pains of this 
punishment will be sufficiently high to make you want to 
avoid ever being suspended again; you will stop engaging 
in image-based sexual abuse. 

General deterrence refers to the effects of the punishment 
of specific individuals on a wider audience. In this example, 
if hockey players hear about Mailloux’s punishment, general 
deterrence predicts that they will be unlikely to commit similar 
crimes for fear of being suspended themselves. In Canada, 
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driving under the influence of alcohol (DUI) laws are seen by 
the population at large as paragons of general deterrence. A 
DUI is a federal offense in Canada and results in a criminal 
record. The consequences of being convicted may include: 


e a fine of CAD$1,000 or more for a first-time offense; 

¢ two distinct driver’s license suspensions: a criminal one 
imposed by the federal government and an administra- 
tive one imposed by the government of the province in 
which the driver resides; 

¢ a thirty-day jail term for a second offense within a ten-year 
period; and 

¢ acriminal record. 


DUI penalties depend on several factors including the driv- 
er’s status as a novice driver, commercial driver, or fully 
licensed driver; the driver’s home province; and whether 
an injury or death occurred because of the driver’s be- 
havior. Most Canadians loudly proclaim their agreement 
with DUI penalties, but the reality is that they do little, if 
anything, to deter thousands of people from drinking and 
driving. In Canada, every hour, an average of ten federal 
criminal charges and provincial short-term license suspen- 
sions are handed out for DUI or drug-impaired driving.” 
Possibly more alarming is that Canada has the highest rate 
of drunk-driving deaths in the advanced industrial world, 
with an estimated 1,500 fatalities each year. In fact, driving 
under the influence is Canada’s leading cause of criminal 
death, markedly higher than the 600 to 700 Canadians who 
annually die from homicide.** 
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What accounts for these disturbing statistics? The most 
common answer is: “The system is not tough enough.” At first 
glance, there is merit to this claim. Reflect on what happened 
to this DUI offender in early February 2021: 


The Parole Board of Canada granted full parole to Marco 
Muzzo, a Toronto man responsible for one of the country’s 
most horrific drunk driving crashes. A member of one of 
Canada’s wealthiest families, Muzzo had just arrived on a 
private jet from a Miami bachelor party when, despite being 
so drunk he had peed himself, he decided to drive home 
from the airport in his Jeep Cherokee. Within minutes, after 
blowing through a stop-sign and striking a minivan, he had 
killed three young children and their grandfather. 

Although given a 10-year prison sentence in 2016, he’s 
been on day parole since April 2020. And, in another eight 
years, Muzzo will be able to drive again.” 


After reading or hearing about cases like this, how could 
anyone disagree with the assertion that the system is not 
harsh enough? Truth be told, increasing the costs of crimes 
committed by drunk drivers and others who cause much 
harm by breaking the law does not work very well. Gener- 
ally, although many criminologists believe that some pun- 
ishments are effective, the bulk of the most sophisticated 
research in the field done over a long period of time shows 
that punishment does not tend to stop, deter, or control 
crime. It may exact retribution or get people off the streets, 
which are different issues, but it does not particularly stop, 
deter, or control crime. 
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Even the death penalty is an ineffective means of deterring 
people from murdering others in the United States. Homicide 
remains the leading cause of death for young Black males, 
and some cities like Chicago, Baltimore, and St. Louis rank 
among the most violent urban areas in the world. And, in 
October 2021, the Centers for Disease Control and Preven- 
tion’s National Center for Health Statistics reported that the 
US recorded its highest homicide increase in modern history. 
It rose 30 percent between 2019 and 2020.” All the same, 
these data should not be an excuse for the trauma caused by 
Muzzo and other drunk drivers. 

What does seem to have some effect are informal sanc- 
tions. When people you really care about are very unhappy 
or even angry with you, you are more likely to reassess your 
behavior. Furthermore, when you have something serious 
to lose, such as an excellent job or a good set of human rela- 
tionships, your chances of being deterred are much stronger 
than with formal punishments. Thus, what we learn from 
criminological research is that the best way to stop hockey 
players’ assaults on women would be to develop a work- 
place culture where such behavior is not tolerated, where the 
men involved would be ashamed of themselves, and where 
they would stand to be shunned by people who were their 
teammates and friends. 

This does not have to be a situation where such men are 
automatically banished, to become bitter and angry and even 
more abusive to other potential victims. There are mechanisms 
that can shame men into stopping their violence against 
women but at the same time provide an avenue for them to be 
accepted back into the community if they do so. The problem 
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is that it is simply not true in the world of elite hockey that 
men who abuse women will be given the message that this 
behavior is not tolerated. Quite the opposite, in fact. 

For example, in 2018, Nashville Predators player Austin 
Watson was arrested and charged with domestic assault and 
was supposed to be suspended for twenty-seven games after 
a league investigation. NHL commissioner Gary Bettman an- 
nounced, “Today’s ruling, while tailored to the specific facts 
of this case and the individuals involved, is necessary and 
consistent with the NHL's strongly held view that it cannot 
and will not tolerate this and similar types of conduct.””! The 
league may claim that it has a “strongly held policy,” but 
as documented earlier in this chapter, it doesn’t. Rather, it 
reviews violence against women incidents on a case-by-case 
basis. This allows the league to hand out punishments that 
can easily be struck down by an arbitrator who disputes the 
decision. Note that the NHLPA appealed Watson’s suspension 
and an arbitrator reduced it to eighteen games.” 

There is evidence that formal sanctions can have some ef- 
fect on behavior. The problem is that the NHL’s approach is 
toothless. What is also problematic is the consistent pattern 
of players punished by the criminal justice system for their 
assaults on women being warmly welcomed back on the ice. 
Logan Mailloux is a recent good example, but there are other 
cases that occurred well before his. The decision to sign or 
draft someone like Mailloux is often publicly announced as 
one that “was not taken lightly,” and the players in question 
are frequently depicted by the teams that exonerate them as 
being on “the road to recovery.” 

At the risk of belaboring the Mailloux image-based sexual 
abuse case, the Canadiens’ narrative about drafting him as 
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well as the narratives offered by other teams that give players 
well-known for assaulting women a “second chance” always 
center on “the alleged perpetrators and their redemption while 
giving little or no consideration to the survivors ... Itsends a 
very clear message that two things — on-ice performance and 
the player’s redemption — are more important than anyone 
harmed by off-ice conduct.” 

The Edmonton Oilers is another team to use the second 
chance narrative. On January 13, 2022, in grave danger of not 
making the playoffs and desperate to avoid this costly fate, 
the Oilers spoke to Evander Kane about the possibility of him 
joining their team, which he did at the end of January. He was 
available because the San Jose Sharks put him on waivers at 
the end of November 2021 and demoted him to the American 
Hockey League (AHL) when he went unclaimed. Kane was 
placed on unconditional waivers on January 8, 2022, which 
then enabled the Sharks to terminate his lucrative contract, 
making him a free agent. To put it bluntly, the Sharks were 
fed up with Kane. He not only faced allegations of abusing 
his wife but also of gambling on hockey and purposely los- 
ing games he bet on. Additionally, on October 18, 2021, the 
NHL suspended Kane for twenty-one games for submitting 
a fake COVID-19 vaccination card. When the suspension was 
lifted in late November 2021, Kane’s tenure with the Sharks 
essentially expired. 

Oilers general manager Ken Holland’s public rationale for 
talking with Kane was as follows: 


I believe in second chances ... It’s hard to be perfect ... we’re 
all people. We all make mistakes. Some make big mistakes, 
some make little mistakes, but it’s hard to be perfect ... 
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If somebody makes a decision or does something in their 
life, and they make a mistake, I think they have to try to 
learn from it and try to change ... And then they should be 
entitled to a second opportunity once they do some of those 
things.” 


Sound familiar? Holland’s words and actions are old. We 
have heard them for decades.” This is, as Yahoo! Sports re- 
porter Justin Cuthbert observes, just “another example, laid 
bare, of the bigger issues in hockey and the idea of winning 
superseding morality. It’s the same line of thinking which 
enabled the cover-up of sexual abuse inside the Chicago 
Blackhawks organization.””° But please don’t put the entire 
blame on Holland and other senior Oilers executives. They 
had lower-level male peer support, which Oilers captain 
Connor McDavid embodies. Despite public opinion tilting 
heavily against signing Kane, this didn’t matter to McDavid. 
The same day that Holland spoke to the press, McDavid told 
journalists that he supports his general manager and indi- 
cated that he and his colleagues are willing to do whatever 
is necessary to win no matter what the cost: 


Obviously, Evander is an amazing player and he’s had lots of 
success over the last couple of years. Whatever else is going 
on, it’s not something I look into much. 
I’m not really here to discuss optic issues. If fans don’t like 
it, or the media doesn’t like it, or whatever. It is what it is ... 
I’m sure there’s lots of things that go on, on the ice and 
what not that fans don’t like. We don’t necessarily have to 


discuss those with you guys ... 
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The public opinion is obviously something that matters a 
lot but we’re here to try to win games.” 


The narratives examined here, and the lack of clear-cut 
violence against women policies, partially explain why there 
are so many male athletes in the upper- and lower-ranks of 
combative sports like hockey who are pro-abuse and who 
engage in pro-abuse activities. If the key issue is to get men to 
worry about what might happen to their careers if they were 
discovered as woman abusers, then it should be obvious why 
there is so much woman abuse in sports that are the most 
profitable and popular. As a broad and general statement, 
most men in these sports will not lose much if conduct abusive 
to women comes to the attention of team owners, coaches, 
and league administrators. The reason, simply, is that men 
like Logan Mailloux, Patrick Roy, and Kobe Bryant are not 
likely to receive major punishments for assaulting women. 

One explanation for the failure to sanction male athletes 
who abuse women is that the bulk of contact sports teams’ 
executive departments are dominated by male decision 
makers who lack a sensitivity to women’s concerns. Some 
top executives in the NHL and the teams that are affiliated 
with it are either uncomfortable with or are uninterested in 
formulating policies designed to reduce the number of women 
who are victimized by players, coaches, and other personnel 
off the ice. Some teams, such as the Montreal Canadiens, assert 
that they now take complaints of woman abuse seriously, 
but there is still ample evidence provided in this book and 
elsewhere that professional hockey teams and the NHL's 
head office still provide institutional support for the male 
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peer group dynamics that perpetuate and legitimate female 
victimization and for the abusive behaviors of individual 
and group perpetrators. 

Professional hockey life is where “connections” are made 
on the way to career achievements that not only involve 
scoring goals, getting assists, or stopping pucks. As former 
Montreal Canadiens goaltender Ken Dryden points out in his 
biography of Scotty Bowman (who is widely recognized as 
the best NHL coach in hockey history), upward mobility isn’t 


really a coincidence, but is instead part of the game’s web — 
which begins with street hockey games and neighborhood 
parks, extends to local rinks, and spreads to who knows where 
through stories and memories, especially if, like Scotty, you 
remember everything. And especially if, like Scotty, you were 
brought up to understand that no little moment or seemingly 
small encounter in your past is less important than any seem- 


ingly big moment or person in your present.”® 


Lessons learned from one’s teammates can spill over into 
a boardroom later. Most NHL general managers and a size- 
able portion of higher-level executives, for instance, were 
former players, with Marc Bergevin being a prime example. 
But, in the context of this chapter, what is most important 
is that the attitudes men develop and learn through playing 
hockey can result in some men, under strong peer influence, 
attacking women physically, sexually, and electronically. 
Senior team and league officials are fully aware that these 
assaults are taking place, and their silence and other insen- 
sitive responses must be considered when developing sound 
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theories or explanations for why athletes who participate in 
hypermasculine, high-revenue generating sports like hockey 
and football have higher rates of violence against women than 
do other male athletes like professional cyclists. 

On the question of changes being made, some researchers 
argue that a “soft masculinity” is now found in such places 
as Australian rules football, which is experiencing a growth 
in male players’ peer group efforts to prevent sexual violence 
and is aligned with the establishment of a professional wom- 
en’s Australian rules football league.” As well, homophobic 
masculinity is seen as on the decline in this sport, and with it 
the need for men to forcefully and vocally act hypermasculine 
to prove to themselves and others that they are not homo- 
sexual.‘ There are similar findings of reduced homophobia 
in other places, but the question remains as to whether these 
behaviors are real behavioral and attitudinal changes that 
must be accounted for or simply superficial changes that al- 
low men to look progressive while at the same time enabling 
these same men to both reap and promote the advantages of 
gender privilege. 

Others argue that major changes are occurring at the 
organizational level in professional contact sports. In 1997, 
for instance, the NFL began a program to suspend players 
arrested for domestic violence or sexual assault — or at least 
those caught committing such acts on videos that were so 
widely spread on social media that the NFL could not ig- 
nore them. Nonetheless, local prosecutors, more often than 
not, drop charges against professional football players, and 
the NFL typically does not impose any punishment unless 
the player is found guilty of a serious crime. In some cases 
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involving players who abused women (e.g., Johnny Manziel 
and Antonio Brown), the league took no action at all because 
the players were fired and not affiliated with a team. Addi- 
tionally, NFL teams continue to give some players who assault 
women a “second chance” based, arguably, on how valuable 
these players are on the field. What’s more, second chances 
are normally decided by teams, not the NFL head office, and 
team tolerance for woman abuse varies.'”! 

Major institutional transformations are not evident in the 
NHL, and second chances are still the norm, as the case of 
Logan Mailloux and his supporters demonstrates. Mailloux 
rejoined the London Knights, and Marc Bergevin was hired 
as senior advisor to Los Angeles Kings general manager 
Rob Blake on January 9, 2022. In a team-released public 
statement, Blake said, “Marc brings a wealth of knowledge 
and experience to our hockey operations staff and will be a 
valuable addition to our group ... We look forward to his 
contributions.”1° 

Lisa Dillman of The Athletic, like many other people (in- 
cluding us), is not impressed with the Kings’ decision to hire 
Bergevin and then not make him available to the media. 
“What are the Kings thinking?” she asked. “It’s difficult to 
figure out the reasons behind the decision made by an orga- 
nization often fixated on optics and perception, yet unwilling 
to answer questions about the addition of a consultant.”’% 
Actually, the Kings’ reasoning, based on information provided 
throughout this book, is not hard to discern. It is a symptom 
of a capitalist terrain that excuses abusive hockey players and 
those who employ them if they help bring in large chunks of 
money. It is also an integral part a particular type of playbook, 
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one that is routinely followed by profitable NCAA contact 
sports teams. All playbooks need fields or arenas on which to 
run plays. The arena for the Kings’ playbook, like the fields 
for the playbooks used by NCAA and NFL football teams, 
is a “culture saturated with masculinity which can manifest 
in horrible ways.”!™ 

In summary, male peer support for the abuse, objectifica- 
tion, domination, and dehumanization of women is part and 
parcel of contemporary profitable, combative, all-male sports 
like professional hockey. This does not surprise violence 
against women researchers for reasons described in chapter 1. 
To repeat Lee Bowker, “It is spread throughout all parts of 
society.”"”° The new theoretical perspective offered here helps 
us make sense of the connection between MPS and ice men’s 
violence against women. 

It may seem painfully obvious but is worth saying any- 
way: it is not only MPS that contributes to woman abuse. 
Of course, it is, for any responsible expert on the topic, 
impossible to simply pick out one “reason” and announce 
that it always covers all cases. Undoubtedly, hockey play- 
ers’ victimization of women is behavior that is socially 
learned in interaction with specifiable or reference others. 
These are, according to hockey violence expert Mike Smith, 
“persons or groups who provide some sort of orientation 
for the individual in the development of a course of ac- 
tion or attitude.”!°° Yet, other factors missing from our 
MPS theory also influence hockey players and other male 
athletes to abuse women. These determinants, including 
some elements of the mass media (e.g., pornography), are 
examined in the next chapter. 
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Other Key Elements of a 
Rape-Supportive Culture in Professional 
Hockey 


Rape culture is around us all the time. It is a culture where people, 
mainly women, come to expect a form of sexual harassment, assault, 
or rape at some point, perhaps daily, because we minimize, ignore, 
or make excuses for the reality of sexual violence in many people’s 
lives. It blames the victim when violence does happen and it rarely 
punishes the perpetrator for inflicting it. It is a culture where, no 
matter what the statistics tell us about the rarity of people lying 
about being sexually assaulted but also the prevalence of sexual 
violence, it is nonetheless easy to believe the victim is lying. 


—Jessica Luther’ 


In the last chapter, we introduced our MPS theory to explain 
how certain factors motivate professional hockey players 
to abuse women. In this chapter, we cover some important 
influences absent from this explanation and devote more 
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attention to the first determinant of MPS - patriarchal society. 
This task is essential because no useful account of the deviant 
behaviors covered in this book is complete without focusing 
on larger patriarchal social structures that affect the socializa- 
tion patterns of men and how they learn to do masculinity. 
Many men are taught that there is nothing wrong with forcing 
women to have sex with them or with engaging in a myriad 
of other types of online and offline violence against women. 
This sometimes flows naturally from the objectification of 
women, the acceptance of rape myths, and the lessons learned 
from contemporary pornography. 

One key element of contemporary rape culture — the con- 
tinuum of sexual violence — first calls for attention because it 
is an extremely traumatic outcome of the other factors to be 
discussed here and that were examined in chapter 3. Although 
she doesn’t describe it exactly this way, Jessica Luther, quoted 
above, explains how most women’s lives exist today on a 
continuum ranging from nonphysical assaults, like the one 
committed by Logan Mailloux, to physical acts such as rapes 
or beatings. Although the idea of a continuum is often used 
to portray moving from the least serious to the most serious, 
to scholars like Liz Kelly, who developed this concept, all 
these behaviors have a “basic common character.” They are 
all means of “abuse, intimidation, coercion, intrusion, threat 
and force” used mainly to control women.” No behavior on 
the continuum is automatically considered more hurtful than 
another, and, as Kelly states, women’s experiences “shade 
into and out of a given category such as sexual harassment, 
which includes looks, gestures and remarks as well as acts 
which may be legally defined as assault or rape.”* 
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Viewing all forms of physical abuse and touching as more 
serious than non-physical types of victimization obscures the 
reality that behaviors like in-person stalking, cyberstalking, 
verbal sexual harassment, and some social media attacks are 
perceived by many women as more terrifying than what the 
criminal law defines as assaults. For example, we have been 
told by many women that bruises heal — even broken bones 
heal — but the psychological damage from harming pets, 
destroying creative work or favorite possessions, or public 
humiliation can last for a lifetime. 

Worse yet, non-physical forms of woman abuse, especially 
sexual harassment, are much more common in women’s 
lives than are physically violent acts committed by current 
or former male partners, and these behaviors can influence 
women to avoid going into public places, quit an otherwise 
great job, or leave school and a degree unfinished.* It can be 
terrifying to the point of psychological harm to experience 
such things as a car of teens following you down the street 
yelling obscenities at you. What Liz Kelly and Jill Radford 
stated decades ago still holds true today: “At the time women 
are being followed/flashed at/harassed they do not know 
how the event will end. It is only in retrospect that such events 
can be defined as ‘minor.’”° 

In sum, the continuum of sexual violence focuses on the 
cumulative effect of a broad range of highly injurious inter- 
related behaviors that women experience, many of which 
are both exempt from the coverage or scope of criminal law 
and simultaneously trivialized or minimized by the main- 
stream media and society in general. Researchers like Walter 
DeKeseredy and Martin Schwartz devote extensive energy to 
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analyzing the long-term effects of specific instances of sexual 
harassment, sexual violence, stalking, beatings, and other 
harms, or they analyze repeated patterns of one of these, such 
as physical assaults on a current or former intimate female 
partner. However, for thousands of women around the world, 
these forms of abuse “seep into one another.”° 

The continuum of sexual violence also makes us aware 
that, as uncovered by F. Vera-Gray’s research, every day ina 
rape-supportive culture, “women trade freedom for safety.” 
Vera-Gray asks, “Have you ever considered how much energy 
goes into avoiding sexual violence?” She then presents data 
showing that, as she puts it, “the work that goes into feeling 
safe is largely unnoticed by the women doing it and by the 
wider world, yet women and girls are the first to be blamed 
for the inevitable times when it fails.”” 

Many men don’t understand how women manage or nego- 
tiate physical and sexual danger in everyday life, a problem 
feminist scholars and activists have been pointing out for 
decades.* To help their students, especially the males in their 
courses, understand how violence is an ongoing concern 
for most women, Walter DeKeseredy and Martin Schwartz 
(among many other professors in their field) first present 
statistics on the extent and distribution of woman abuse in 
North America. They fully recognize, though, that numbers 
are, for many people, little more than abstract clusters of 
symbols that students often use to distance themselves from 
a social problem. Further, researchers and instructors often 
deal with those who assert that “you can’t believe statistics,” 
especially if the data supplied to them do not support their 
opinions. Thus, Walter and Martin always try to encourage 
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students to think about what it is like for women to constantly 
live with the fear of male violence. 

To achieve this goal, following Jackson Katz,’ they draw a 
line down the middle of a chalkboard, sketching a male symbol 
on one side and a female symbol on the other. They then ask 
the men in the class to describe the steps they take to prevent 
becoming a rape victim. At first, none respond. Eventually, 
one or two will say something like, “Avoid going to prison.” 
They might say they stay out of bad areas of town at night. 
This is written down under the male symbol. Next, the women 
are asked to describe their rape avoidance strategies. A com- 
pletely different picture appears. Under the female symbol, 
a long list of responses is written, including avoiding night 
classes, not walking alone at night, carrying pepper spray and 
whistles, calling the campus foot patrol for escorts to the bus 
or a car, carrying keys as a weapon, avoiding laundromats 
after dark, and a host of other preventative measures. The 
women’s responses during this exercise generally go on for 
almost forty minutes. And, as Katz routinely discovers during 
his own exercises, very few of the female students think 
about how their avoidance strategies are functions of living 
in a patriarchal society. Rather, they say, “It is what it is” and 
suggest that men’s hurtful behaviors and sexist attitudes are 
routine and regularized parts of campus life. 

Karen Weiss, who works in West Virginia University’s De- 
partment of Sociology and Anthropology, uncovered similar 
female reactions to male everyday violence in her campus 
social climate study. Consider the responses to unwanted 
sexual touching uncovered by her interviews with female 
undergraduates. Of all the student’s statements, this one by 
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a twenty-one-year-old sophomore (second-year student) is 
the most illustrative of women’s common reactions to sexual 
grabbing or touching at their school: 


Everyone at the club grabs someone at least once, and it is 
almost impossible to catch everyone. So, you just have to 
accept it. It can be annoying at times, but it really isn’t so 
bad. Actually, it can be pretty funny just how pathetic some 
of these guys are.’ 


Weiss also found that some types of unwanted sexual contact 
constitute a “rather ordinary occurrence.” As she puts it, 
“Students get used to it, minimize it, and excuse the behavior. 
They know the risks going in, and apparently the risks are 
worth taking.” 

This, to quote Katz, is “a sad situation,” and one that is 
addressed further in chapter 5. But precious time is rapidly 
ticking away. So, if possible, before reading the next chapter, 
try to raise awareness about the destructive nature of con- 
temporary rape-supportive culture by getting your friends, 
family members, and others to participate in, or to use, Katz’s 
interactive exercise, because it serves three important func- 
tions. First, it shows men that many women worry about their 
safety and that their routine activities are regulated by a well- 
founded fear of violent men. Second, women who thought 
they were the only ones who worry about being victimized 
will discover that they are not alone. Third, it enables you to 
ask this question: “Why do so few women commit murder, 
given the alarming amount of male violence against them 
in private places?”!* Then, share female homicide statistics 
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showing that the bulk of domestic murders committed by 
women are in self-defense; that is, women killing the men 
who sexually and physically assault them. Whoever you talk 
to will quickly learn that most women who kill are like Mel- 
zena Moore (see chapter 2) and not like popular portrayals 
of Aileen Wuornos, who in 1989-90, while engaging in street 
sex work in the US, shot and robbed seven male clients. 

Women’s fear of crime is endemic to patriarchal societies 
and so are stereotypes of women who kill. If people’s knowl- 
edge of female homicide offenders is based only on watching 
Hollywood movies, they don’t think of cases like Moore’s. 
They probably see women who kill men as masculinized 
monsters, lesbian villains, or pathological killer beauties. 
Monster, by the way, is the title of the 2003 biographical crime 
drama about Wuornos, for which Charlize Theron won the 
Academy Award for Best Actress. Professors Meda Chesney- 
Lind and Michele Eliason observe: 


The film used several strategies to masculinize the character 
of Lee Wuornos. She is dressed in men’s clothing, she is de- 
picted as physically larger and dominates her petite, more 
feminine partner ... [played by] Christina Ricci, who in no 
way physically resembles her real-life partner, Tyria Moore. 
Wuornos is depicted as the sole provider and the one who 
controls physical contact in the relationship. Placing the film’s 
killing spree entirely within a nine-month period beginning 
with the initiation of her intimate relationship with a woman 
implies that her lesbian relationship, rather than her appalling 
life circumstances up to that point in her life, [was] to blame for 
her murders. Even the title suggests that to be lesbian and to 
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be violent casts one into a non-human role. For a movie that 
is supposedly sympathetic to the horribly abused Wuornos, 
to name the film Monster is to perpetuate myths about the 


woman.” 


Wuornos had a history of abuse akin to Ms. Moore’s, but the 
media sidelines it. She was sexually assaulted when she was 
a little girl and gang raped by high school “friends.” As well, 
while doing sex work to support herself, she was physically 
and sexually assaulted countless times. She claims that the 
seven men she murdered had raped her or tried to rape her, 
and that she killed them in self-defense.'* 

A question raised in chapter 3 needs to be repeated here: 
What does this have to do with hockey? Societal reactions 
to Aileen Wuornos’s deadly acts are, in fact, highly rele- 
vant in at least two ways. First, stories of heinous crimes 
committed by members (or perceived members) of the 
LGBTQ+ community, such as Wuornos, normally receive 
bigger headlines and far more moral indignation than 
those committed by heterosexual or cisgender offenders, 
and this is certainly the case with offenses committed by 
male adult perpetrators affiliated with male youth hockey 
teams.'° Sheldon Kennedy’s experiences (see chapter 1) 
are a poignant example. So are the events entailing seven 
former employees of Maple Leaf Gardens (former home to 
the Toronto Maple Leafs) who sexually abused dozens of 
young boys in the 1960s, 1970s, and 1980s.'° Cases like these, 
nonetheless, are highly atypical. Most child sex offenders 
are adult men, but almost all of them are heterosexual, and 
the bulk of the victims are girls.'” 
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Rare female violent acts like those committed by Wuornos 
and deviant practices in the world of male hockey have an- 
other thing in common: they occur in patriarchal societies. 
Patriarchy is an age-old structure, and men have abused 
women within this structure for centuries. Pavla Miller, pro- 
fessor of historical sociology, reminds us that “patriarchy ... 
particularly as embedded in the Old and New Testaments 
in the Bible and in Roman legal precepts, has been a pow- 
erful organizing concept with which social order has been 
understood, maintained, enforced, contested, adjudicated 
and dreamt about over two millennia in Western history.”1® 

Women throughout time have endured a lower position 
not only in hockey but also in society as a whole. That posi- 
tion has shifted and taken various forms over the decades, 
but women are constantly reminded that their worth is 
considered less than a man’s. This is evident in the unequal 
distribution of labor, in lower pay for the same work, in the 
types of interpersonal violence that take place in public and 
private places, and in the violence and objectification that 
appears in advertisements and media. Add differences of 
color or sexual orientation, and we see even greater levels 
of discrimination and victimization." 

Misogyny is an ideology or belief system that has been 
connected to patriarchy for thousands of years. It is a word of 
Greek origin and is defined as hatred of, or hostility toward, 
women. This term is the philosophical underpinning of many 
subtle and overt acts of violence against women. These acts 
can be criminal or also coercive and subliminal in politics, the 
work environment, and advertising, which can perpetuate a 
cycle of violence against women.” 
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Misogyny exists in Canadian recreational and amateur 
youth hockey. A 2021 Angus Reid Institute online survey of 
1,601 Canadian adults, 400 of whom were former hockey 
players, coaches, managers, or referees, supports this claim.7! 
Of team alumni, 56 percent revealed that they perceive 
young male hockey players’ treatment of women and girls 
as misogynistic or disrespectful. This figure increases to 
63 percent when including survey respondents who did not 
play hockey but who identified as being part of the game 
by cheering on a family member, friend, or partner. In an 
interview with CBC reporter Jon Hernandez, Shachi Kurl, 
president of the Angus Reid Institute, said, “What is very 
noticeable is that those who have lived experience on the ice 
or around the rink ... are much more likely to say that racism 
is a significant problem, or misogyny or disrespect to women 
or girls is a problem.” These troubles, as demonstrated by 
evidence spread throughout this book, also exist in the CHL, 
the NHL, and in other professional hockey leagues. 

Further recent support for this scientifically based claim 
is found in a report prepared by the Independent Review 
Panel (IRP) appointed in July 2020 by the CHL, which is the 
umbrella organization that represents the WHL, OHL, and 
the QMJHL.” Chaired by former New Brunswick premier 
Camille Thériault and including former NHL player Sheldon 
Kennedy and former Canadian women’s hockey team coach 
Daniele Sauvageau, the IRP submitted its report to the CHL 
in December 2020, but the league did not make it public until 
January 21, 2022. 

The IRP’s mandate was to examine CHL policies and prac- 
tices related to hazing, abuse, harassment, and bullying, as 
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well as the allegation that players feel uncomfortable reporting 
behaviors that violate CHL policies. The IRP’s report is based 
on examinations of these sources of information: 


¢ OMJHL, OHL, and WHL policies; 

¢ maltreatment complaints made from 2017 to 2019 in the 
OQMJHL, OHL, and WHL; 

¢ presentations from senior CHL leaders; 

¢ presentations and interviews with subject matter 
experts; 

¢ confidential interviews with agents, players, former 
players, general managers, coaches, owners, senior lead- 
ers of other Canadian sports organizations, representa- 
tives of other leagues within and outside of Canada, and 
Hockey Canada leaders; 

¢ research papers; and 

¢ results of a web survey of 655 members of the CHL con- 
ducted by Leger, a Canadian-owned market research 
and analytics company. 


Described in greater detail in its report, the IRP discovered that 


off-ice misconduct does exist in the CHL, and that the systemic 
culture in the league has enabled this to become a cultural 
norm. Maltreatment that, outside of hockey, would not be 
acceptable, has become an embedded behavior in this hierar- 
chical organization and the level of acceptance is too high ... 
As a result of the systemic nature of the issue, a perpetuated 
behavior and lack of change occurs. Reasons for accepting the 


behavior include modeling by more senior members (owners, 
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GMs, coaches, older players), stressors experienced by players, 
desensitization over time to the perpetuated behaviors, and 
general acceptance of the behavior by others. In addition, 
there is an unspoken code of silence around maltreatment that 
enables off-ice misconduct to continue. The code of silence also 
prevents athletes from disclosing their experiences. Reasons 
for this may include fear of retaliation or punishment, power 


imbalances, and loyalty.” 


While the IRP does not explicitly refer to empirical and the- 
oretical work on male peer support, its findings lend more 
credence to our MPS theory. Also worth mentioning here, is 
that days before the IRP was formed, a class-action lawsuit, 
briefly discussed in chapter 1, was filed by former NHL player 
Daniel Carcillo and ex-WHL player Garrett Taylor against the 
CHL. Koskie Minsky LLP, the law firm representing them, 
stated that the lawsuit “is on behalf of children aged 15-17 who 
were sexually and physically assaulted, hazed and otherwise 
abused while away from home and playing for CHL teams.”” 

The misogyny and rape culture narratives that exist within 
elite hockey leagues not only influence players to engage in 
harmful patriarchal behaviors, but they also encourage rape 
myth acceptance in the general population, especially among 
those who are frequent viewers of televised games. Of course, 
on-air sports are not solely responsible for creating a disre- 
spectful environment for women, but they are, nonetheless, 
highly influential. Readers who regularly watch NBA and NFL 
games are all too familiar with close-ups of scantily dressed 
cheerleaders, and such sexism and sexual objectification lead 
to problems, as uncovered by communications studies scholars 
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Kathleen Custers and Jenna McNallie. They conducted an 
online survey of 465 undergraduate students enrolled at a 
large, Midwestern university and found that increased tele- 
vised sports viewership is strongly related to hostile sexism, 
benevolent sexism, and sexual objectification. These factors, in 
turn, were strongly associated with rape myth acceptance.”° 
Other researchers uncovered data showing that these four 
elements are major components of a rape-supportive culture 
that is also made up of masculine gender roles, feminine 
gender roles, and adversarial sexual beliefs.” 

Misogyny’s tentacles are knitted into other types of mass 
media, too, including the pornography industry, and those 
involved in this business are aware of the NHL’s popularity 
and large viewership. In August 2020, porn star Phoenix 
Marie took to Twitter to celebrate the return of the NHL after 
COVID-19 forced the pause of the 2019-20 regular season. 
She posted, “All my hockey lovers and players slide in my 
DMs.” She also promoted her OnlyFans account on Twitter 
and gave away free thirty-day access.”® 

Traces of porn appear in televised hockey games, and you 
may periodically hear announcers make statements like these: 


e “The goalie is weak between the legs.” 

e “He managed to barely slip it in there.” 

e “He got nailed from behind.” 

e “He just gave him a reach around.” 

e “He stuck his stick between the opposing player’s legs.” 

¢ “He took that shot from the opposing player right in the 
face.” 


¢ “He was looking backdoor and he snuck it in there.”” 
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These examples, many would argue, hardly prove that 
pornography is closely connected to hockey players’ sexual 
objectification and abuse of women. Fair enough. But so- 
ciological research shows that male peer support is a major 
part of the equation. In fact, male bonding through drinking 
while viewing pornography is much more common among 
hockey players than one might think, and it can be a “gate- 
way to sexual deviancy,” as uncovered by Nick Pappas’s 
interviews with collegiate hockey players. One interviewee 
told him that 


two thirds of his team would show up late night to participate 
in a competitive drinking event that involved pornography, 
team bonding, camaraderie, and perhaps some peer pressure 
as well. Furthermore, it is apparent that these activities were 
normalized within this team’s culture because the players 
knew exactly how much time they had to finish their “30 
pack” since they were all too familiar with the pornography 


scenes and its accompanying binge drinking.” 


Two other players told Pappas they were convinced that porn 
caused violent sexual behaviors since frequently viewing 
demeaning acts made them “more acceptable” and provided 
“a lot of ideas.” One of them said: 


I don’t want to be a porn star you know, but ... when you 
see something on a porn [video], maybe I’m going to try that 
tomorrow or tonight when I bring a girl home. I think a lot 
of ideas come, where we get these ideas, comes from that. 
They’re not natural, some of the things we tried to do. Like 
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the two-on-ones, the three-on-ones, whatever. I think it has 
a big influence [on sexual deviancy] ... I think it’s the stuff 
you've heard about, stuff you’ve seen — the porno stuff, or 
guys’ older brothers have done and told them about it.*! 


All-male group viewings of degrading porn are common 
today. This is what sociologist Michael Kimmel saw in his study 
of “guys” (men between the ages of sixteen and twenty-six): 
“Guys tend to like the extreme stuff, the double penetration 
and humiliating scenes; they watch it together, in groups of 
guys, and they make much fun of the women in the scene.” 


Kimmel also observed these group activities: 


They get angry. Each time I happened on a group of guys 
engaged in group pornography consumption, they spent a 
good deal of time jiving each other about what they'd like to 
do to the girl on the screen, calling her a whore and a bitch 
and cheering on the several men who will proceed to penetrate 


her simultaneously.* 


Using porn videos to strengthen male misogynist bonds is 
nothing new - it dates to the 1890s.** Cinematic pornography 
originated in 16 mm silent films 


usually shown in private all-male “smokers” in such contexts 
as bachelor parties and the like. Within such a context, the 
men laughed and joked and talked among themselves while 
watching the sexually explicit films about women, who though 
were absent from the audience, were the likely butt of the 
jokes, laughing, and rude remarks.* 
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Porn has also infiltrated some elements of women’s hockey. 
In 2017, Pornhub, the world’s largest internet porn site, 
sponsored an adult women’s street roller hockey team from 
Perth, Ontario. The team was called “PerthHub: Two Girls 
One Puck,” and it got “a bunch of cash” for uniforms and 
equipment after the team sent off a “really average email” to 
the company. In exchange, Pornhub only asked for a photo 
of the women in their new jerseys. Maddy, a player and team 
marketing manager, justified the sponsorship by claiming, 
“Porn is definitely not going anywhere any time soon, and 
we think it’s just one of those things it’s best to accept.”*° 
Like Rachel Nichols discussed in chapter 2, Maddy and 
her teammates are exonerators. Exonerators do not only turn 
women against each other, like Nichols tried to do. They also 
apologize for the patriarchal status quo and absolve men who 
oppress them and other women. Additionally, they find value 
in pornography.” Years of research conducted by Gail Dines, 
one of the world’s leading anti-pornography activists and 
founder and president of Culture Reframed,** confirms that 
this is due, in large part, to their “internalizing porn ideology, 
an ideology that often masquerades as advice on how to be 
hot, rebellious and cool in order to attract (and hopefully keep) 
a man.” Dines further points out that thousands of young 
women today accuse anti-porn activists like her of “denying 
them the free choice to embrace our hypersexualized porn 
culture” since, as “rising numbers of the next generation’s 
elite,” they see “no limits or constraints on them as women.” 
Pornhub’s sponsorship of Maddy’s team is yet another one 
of its attempts to portray itself as socially responsible. Ten 
years ago, it tried to paint itself as environmentally friendly 
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by planting trees during the week following Arbor Day (April 
25, 2014). The Pornhub event site, still active today, features 
this message: 


This Arbor Day Pornhub will do what it does best and give 
America some serious wood by donating 1 tree for every 100 
videos viewed in our Big Dick category. The more videos that 
are viewed, the more trees we will plant! 

How can you help? Click below to see the best Big Dick 
videos on Pornhub. While you’re watching some nice pieces 
of ash, you'll also be helping to spruce America up! (Bushes 


are optional).”° 


For criminologists, this recalls the concept of techniques of 
neutralization.*' These are easy and acceptable rationales for 
committing crimes or violating social norms. One technique 
that is directly pertinent to this discussion of Pornhub is 
appealing to a higher loyalty. Porn producers and consumers 
assert that while they may have offended or hurt many 
people, they are adhering to progressive legitimate norms, 
which are higher principles that justify their actions. Con- 
sider this statement made by Scharon Harding in her 2014 
report on Pornhub’s tree planting: “So if you’re still in the 
Arbor Day spirit — and perhaps in the mood for something 
else — check out Pornhub this week. You'll feel good in more 
ways than one.” 

To the best of our knowledge, there was no public response 
from environmental groups to this marketing strategy. Plus, 
this isn’t Pornhub’s only attempt to link itself to environ- 
mentalism. Harding found that Pornhub was also involved 
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with Green Is Universal and posted Go Fossil Free ads before 
letting people view its collection of sexual videos.’ What's 
more, Pornhub prides itself on providing snowplows to clear 
Boston streets and donating to organizations that struggle 
for racial equality. 

This ostensibly “moral” company receives over 3.5 bil- 
lion visits a month, which is much more than what Netflix, 
Yahoo!, or Amazon gets. It also gleans roughly 3 billion ad 
impressions a day. One ranking lists Pornhub as the world’s 
tenth-most-visited website.*t One must wonder, however, 
if Maddy and her teammates, as well as millions of other 
people familiar with Pornhub, are aware of this disturbing 
information uncovered by New York Times investigative jour- 
nalist Nicholas Kristof: 


There’s another side of the company: Its site is infested with 
rape videos. It monetizes child rapes, revenge pornography, 
spy cam videos of women showering, racist and misogynist 
content, and footage of women being asphyxiated in plastic 
bags. A search for “girls under18” (no space) or “14yo” leads in 
each case to more than 100,000 videos. Most aren’t of children 
being assaulted, but too many are. 

After a 15-year-old girl went missing in Florida, her 
mother found her on Pornhub - in 58 sex videos. Sexual 
assaults on a 14-year-old California girl were posted on 
Pornhub and were reported to the authorities not by the 
company but by a classmate who saw the videos. In each 
case, offenders were arrested for the assaults, but Pornhub 
escaped responsibility for sharing the videos and profiting 


from them.” 
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Pamela Paul, author of the 2005 best-selling book Pornified, 
is, like Gail Dines, among the first to show us that pornography 
is now “seamlessly integrated” into mainstream society. They 
belong to a rapidly growing cadre of scholars, journalists, and 
activists that supplies piles of evidence for the pornification 
of popular culture, of which hockey is a major part. This is a 
summary of examples offered by Dr. Bernadette Barton, and 
you will certainly be able to think of many more: 


Welcome to the raunch culture in the 2020s —- when the United 
States has devolved into a Hustler fantasy. Naked and half-naked 
pictures of girls and women litter every screen, billboard, and 
bus. Pole dancing studios keep women fit while men airdrop 
their dick pics to female passengers on buses, planes, and 
trains. Christian pastors compliment their “hot” wives from 
the pulpit, and we have whole television programs devoted 
to “the girlfriend experience” — a specialized form of prostitu- 
tion. People are having sex before they date, and women make 
their own personal porn to share on social media. Rape and 
pedophile jokes are commonplace, and those who don’t like 
them are considered prudish ... Internet porn drives trends 
in programming, advertising, and social media, not to men- 
tion the technological development of the web. The first lady 
modeled nude” and the “leader of the free world’”* bragged 


about grabbing women “by the pussy.””” 


Raunch culture is, to no one’s surprise, not restricted to 
the US. Routinely visited by millions of people around the 
world, Pornhub, owned by MindGeek (formerly Manwin), 
is a Canadian company that was born in Montreal in 2007. 
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And Pornhub is not the only business contributing to the 
pornification of women’s hockey. Calendars, for example, 
featuring semi-clad female hockey players are easily available 
online, one of which was recently produced by the Russian 
Women’s Hockey League (RWHL). It features twelve play- 
ers half-naked with flowers and fruits barely covering their 
bodies. According toa RWHL marketing statement, this 2020 
calendar reveals that “along with tough hockey qualities, 
[each] player has tenderness, sincerity and delicacy.”” 

Other types of female hockey players take it to a higher 
level. In 2015, members of the Lytham St Annes [Field] Hockey 
Club, based in Lancashire, UK, posed naked to raise money 
for the Lytham Sports Foundation. David Perkins, chairman 
of the club, said, “Iam so proud of all the girls that have taken 
part in the hockey calendar ... Lytham Cricket and Sports 
Club has always felt like a family and to see the girls sup- 
porting our charity to ensure the future of our club continues 
for generations is brilliant to see.”°! Doesn’t this sound like 
appealing to a higher loyalty to justify the objectification of 
women? Surely, there must be alternative successful ways to 
raise money for community organizations. 

There are, of course, but some of these methods are also 
degrading. A recent example is the Sioux Falls Stampede 
hockey team’s “Dash for Cash” event that took place on 
December 11, 2021. Ten local teachers crawled on the ice to 
collect dollar bills to help pay for their classroom supplies 
in front of a live audience. The Stampede is a United States 
Hockey League (USHL) team based in South Dakota, a state 
that in 2023 ranks second last in the country for average 
teacher salary.” Reynold Nesiba, a state senator representing 
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a portion of Sioux Falls, pronounced, “Teachers should never 
have to go through something like this to be able to get the 
resources they need to meet the basic educational needs of 
our students — whether it’s here in Sioux Falls or anywhere in 
the United States.”°’ Likewise, be it in Russia, the UK, or any 
other place for that matter, female hockey players should not 
have to go through a pornification ritual to generate money 
for their teams’ survival. Naked calendars are not simply fun 
ways to raise money. Similarly, the equipment and uniforms 
provided by Pornhub to the PerthHub women’s street roller 
hockey team portray women as sexual objects, damage their 
self-esteem, minimize their athletic talents, and make them feel 
undervalued.” Female hockey players should be treated with 
as much respect and dignity as their male counterparts — not 
as “something to be bought, sold and then tossed away.” 

It is not surprising that pornography poisons hockey. Por- 
nography affects millions of people’s relationships, attitudes, 
values, beliefs, and behaviors because it is widely used and 
distributed around the world. Porn consumption is not a rare 
act committed by a small group of pathological people, and 
there is much cultural and health-related damage associated 
with porn use. 

This current era features the degradation, abuse, and hu- 
miliation of women never before seen in the mass media. We 
are not talking about erotica, which is “sexually suggestive 
or arousing material that is free of sexism, racism, and ho- 
mophobia and is respectful of all human beings and animals 
portrayed.” Rather, our conceptualization of porn focuses 
squarely on what Linette Etheredge and Janine Lemon refer 
to as sexual media that are “violent and regularly depict 
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participants (mainly young women) in distressed situations 
or scenarios where they are being violently and inhumanely 
treated.”°” Such images and writings are the most profitable 
in the industry and have two primary things in common. 
First, females are characterized as subordinate to men, and 
the main role of actresses and models is the provision of sex 
to men. Second, in the words of Gail Dines, most of today’s 
porn “depicts hardcore, body-punishing sex in which women 
are demeaned and debased.”** A routine feature of contem- 
porary internet porn is painful anal penetration, as well as 
brutal gang rape and men slapping or choking women or 
pulling their hair while they penetrate them orally, vaginally, 
and anally.” 

One of Walter DeKeseredy’s friends and colleagues, Dr. John 
Foubert, recently interviewed Dr. Robert Jensen, an emeritus 
professor of journalism at the University of Texas at Austin and 
author of Getting Off: Pornography and the End of Masculinity. 
Jensen has devoted the bulk of his academic life to studying 
the harmful effects of violent and racist sexual imagery, and 
he told Foubert what he sees today: 


In the last twenty-five years we know that porn got more 
aggressive, porn got more extreme. The sexualization of male 
dominance over females intensified. That is unquestionably 
true. Nobody in the industry would argue that ... We also know 
that porn got more culturally acceptable, not that everybody 
likes it, but it is part of mainstream culture in a way it wasn’t 
before. That is the paradox of porn. You would think that 
something that got more cruel, more callous, more aggressive 


and more racist at the same time would not become more 
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acceptable in the culture. That tells you something important. 
It tells you that pornographic values are in fact mainstream. 
In some sense a lot of that was predictable. What wasn’t pre- 
dictable I think, although in retrospect it should have been, 
is the degree to which younger women would embrace porn 
as a sign of liberation. That caught me by surprise.” 


Jensen says that we now live in a “post-Playboy world.”*' 
Yes, today’s porn depicts much more than only women’s 
exposed breasts and buttocks, as was the case with Playboy 
magazine. Nonetheless, the cable television network A&E’s 
2022 documentary Secrets of Playboy brings to light the fact 
that Hugh Hefner and his friends’ violent traumatization of 
porn models was not a new phenomenon but, until recently, 
stayed a secret. Hefner was Playboy magazine’s founder and 
editor-in-chief. Although Hefner has been deemed progres- 
sive by a legion of followers because of his perceived strong 
support for women’s rights, civil rights, and free speech, the 
documentary features former employees of his disclosing 
that some of the women who lived at Hefner’s mansion and 
who worked at his Playboy Clubs were raped by guests. As 
well, some of Hefner’s former sexual partners reveal that 
he drugged them so that they would give in to his desires. 
One of Hefner’s former girlfriends, Holly Madison, called 
Playboy “cult-like” and said her first sexual encounter with 
Hefner was traumatic. Sondra Theodore, another former 
girlfriend, has accused Hefner of “grooming her at 19, ma- 
nipulating her into participating in orgies and filming sexual 
partners without their consent.” But for reasons such as 
convincing eminent left-wing writers like James Baldwin 
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and Margaret Atwood to contribute their writings to Playboy, 
Hefner was able to occupy a “Trojan Horse of respectability” 
and escape public stigmatization and criminal prosecution. 

Ina January 25, 2022, Facebook posting, Gail Dines described 
Hefner and his entourage’s patterns of sexual deviance man- 
agement as a “mass cover-up by the media, and eco-system 
of patriarchy, for almost 70 years!” She adds: 


Last night’s documentary on Playboy showed that Hefner 
used the same playbook as Epstein.® Pimping, drugging 
and raping women, employing the techniques of a batterer to 
break down the women, and keeping them almost prisoner 
in the mansion. All his “girlfriends” had the same story, and 
Hefner’s vile friends defended him as an intelligent, sensitive 


romantic. 


Thousands, if not millions, of people didn’t know, and still 
don’t know, what, as Rowan Pelling puts it, “Playboy is all 
about,” 


and girlfriends of hockey players. For example, Noureen 


and that large group probably includes some wives 


DeWulf posed (though not naked) while pregnant for Playboy 
in 2015. Flash forward to 2020, when Dasha Mart, wife of 
Belarusian hockey player Alyaksandr Baradulya, appeared 
on the cover of Mexican Playboy. Lindsey Vecchione, the 
girlfriend of Chicago Blackhawks star Jonathan Toews, also 
modeled for Playboy and played in the Lingerie Football 
League for the Chicago Bliss. 

In light of the information about the terrifying treatment 
of women graphically reported in the A&E documentary, 
Pelling rightly asks, “What Did Playboy Ever Do for Women?” 
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For sure, the three women mentioned above garnered con- 
siderable attention, but they also taught young girls that it 
is easier to get noticed with their appearance than with their 
intellectual skills. Given the popularity of magazines like 
Playboy, it is not surprising, then, that many women learn to 
objectify themselves.” 

Many young women featured in Playboy or who want to 
pose in it are not imprisoned and abused in ways like what 
Hefner and his famous friends did to some Playboy Bunnies 
(waitresses at Playboy Clubs). One horrific case that went vi- 
ral in early February 2022 is what the late Soul Train” creator 
Don Cornelius did to two Bunnies. P.J. Masten, an ex-“Bunny 
Mother,” told A&E producers the following: 


It was probably the most horrific story I’ve ever heard at 
Playboy. This story is the story of a massive cleanup that never 
hit the press. These two young girls got in his Rolls-Royce, 
went up to his house and we didn’t hear from them for three 
days. We couldn’t figure out where they were. 


Masten also revealed that the two women were 


bloodied, battered [and] drugged. They were tied up and 
bound. There were wooden objects that they were sodom- 
ized with and [one sister] could hear [the] other sister being 
brutalized. It was horrible, horrible. 

The thing that was so outrageous to me, that made me so 
angry, was that no charges were filed and Don Cornelius’ 
privileges as a number one VIP were never suspended. He 
was back in the club the following week. 
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An unknown number of women aspiring to become “hot” 
women like those in pornographic media are not physically 
abused, but they are bound up in invisible chains. They are, 
as Gail Dines observes, 


held captive by images that ultimately tell lies about women. 
The biggest lie is that conforming to this hypersexualized 
image will give women real power in the world, since in a 
porn culture, our power rests, we are told, not in our ability 
to shape the institutions that determine our life chances but 


in having a hot body that men desire and women envy.” 


Porn today transcends videos, pictures, and adult novels. 
The sexual objectification and degradation of women occurs 
in a wide range of contexts, including calendars featuring 
pictures of naked and half-naked female hockey players. 
In response to the common question, “What's next?,” some 
researchers direct us to the rapid emergence of the gorno or 
gore porn genre of movies like the Hostel and Saw film series.” 
These films combine sadism, torture, and porn, and they gen- 
erate huge revenues for their producers and distributors. That 
there are often sequels (or multiple sequels) to some popular 
gorno movies is a powerful commentary on how violent 
pornography has seeped into mainstream popular culture. 

Incidentally, Jason Voorhees, the main antagonist of the 
grisly Friday the 13th film series, wears a goalie mask that is a 
replica of a 1970s-era Detroit Red Wings fiberglass version.” 
An unspecified number of people who masquerade as Jason 
on Halloween typically buy Jason hockey masks online from 
eBay, Amazon, and other digital retail outlets. Reflect on the 
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banal way Amazon advertises the Wen XinRong model. In- 
stead of saying it is a symbol of horrific violence, the Amazon 
ad lists these features (typos /mistakes and all): 


e This Jason hockey mask is made of Environmentally 
Friendly PVC and is non-toxic. 

e Perfect for Halloween, Masquerade Parties, mardi gras 
celebration, theme parties, Costume Parties, Christmas, 
Easter, etc. 

e Adjustable Elastic Band: Elastic straps with adjustment 
keep the mask in position. Easy to wear and remove. 
One size fits everything. 

e The mask is comfortable and breathable, you can see the 
outside through the two holes in the mask’s eyes, with- 
out worry about shifting or falling off have fun all night 
long. 

¢ SATISFACTION CUSTOMER SERVICE: If you have any 
questions, please contact us so we can make it right. We 
are always engaged in providing high quality products 
and best service for you.” 


Those who buy Jason masks and who are fans of the Friday the 
13th movies tend to be oblivious to the fact that most of the 
women Jason kills are sexually active and those who escape 
his wrath abstain from sex. Additionally, female characters in 
a sizeable portion of slasher films are much more likely than 
men to be targeted by a broad range of violent behaviors, 
including various types of psychological terror and confine- 
ment. The gruesome “punishment of immoral women” who 
violate patriarchal gender norms by having pre-marital sex is 
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a routine major theme in slasher films. Friday the 13th movies 
and similar ones, some argue, therefore contribute to keeping 
women “in their place.” Moreover, stigmatizing women who 
violate gender norms helps groups of men rationalize their 
own deviant or criminal assaults on women.” 

Torture and porn are combined in a new subgenre of 
heavy metal rock music — pornogrind. It includes themes of 
sexual violence against women and necrophilia and gained 
much international attention a few years ago because Connor 
Betts, the mass shooter who killed nine people and injured 
twenty-seven others in Dayton, Ohio, on August 4, 2019, was 
a member of the Menstrual Munchies, a three-person por- 
nogrind band. One of the band’s song titles is “Cunt Stuffed 
with Medical Waste — Sexual Abuse of a Teenage Corpse.” To 
make matters worse, one of the band’s album covers shows 
a woman consuming feces.”* 

Racism is another main element of today’s pornography. 
Black men and women are routinely exploited and stereo- 
typed as being hypersexual, and there is much demand for 
videos featuring “hot-blooded” Latinas and “submissive” 
Asian women. Most, if not all, anti-pornography researchers, 
activists, and practitioners would agree with Dines’s claim 
that “irrespective of the ethnic group, the framing of the 
narrative is the same — the women’s race makes them that 
bit sluttier than ‘regular’ white porn women.” 

Other variants of violent porn are being developed while 
you read this chapter. The rapid growth of the internet has 
globalized lightning-fast access to violent and degrading 
depictions of women and other potentially vulnerable groups 
(e.g., children) in online and offline environments. Such 
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media are diffused to millions of people in only seconds, and 
what used to be hard to obtain and a secret phenomenon is 
now accessible to virtually anyone and is a huge business 
with operations around the world. The internet not only 
eases accessing previously inaccessible materials, but it also 
buttresses gender and racial inequality and helps create an 
environment that normalizes hurtful sexuality, racism, and 
even seeking revenge on female ex-partners. What Dines 
declared nearly fifteen years ago still holds true today: vio- 
lent and racist porn have “come to dominate the internet.””° 

Pornography is the most lucrative business in the world, 
and pornographers are pioneers of new electronic technolo- 
gies. They are closely associated with the development and 
success of video streaming, “tweeting,” DVDs, smartphones, 
and broadband.” Moreover, many people watch sexual videos 
at home by themselves, and this market has driven the home 
entertainment industry. It is impossible to answer just how 
far technology would have gone without pornography, but 
it is certain that many advances, including the availability of 
video in the home rather than in theaters, were driven and 
sped up by the pornography industry. In other words, porn 
drives the technology and sex plays a key role in shaping 
the internet. 

Estimated worldwide, pornography revenues from a vari- 
ety of sources (e.g., internet, sex shops, etc.) recently topped 
USD$100 billion. This is more than the combined revenues 
of Microsoft, Google, Amazon, eBay, Yahoo!, Apple, and 
Netflix. The money that porn makes in the US every year, 
nearly USD$13 billion, exceeds the combined revenues of the 
NFL, Major League Baseball, and the NBA.” 
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Pornography use, production, and distribution will only 
get worse due to easy access offered by the internet. Recall 
the Pornhub visits data presented previously in this chapter. 
What is more, traffic on Pornhub increased nearly 10 percent 
in both Canada and the US during the early stages of the 
COVID-19 pandemic in March 2020.” Here are some more 
disconcerting statistics: 


e A third of young people have seen porn by age twelve. 

¢ 88 percent of scenes in top rented and downloaded porn 
contain violence against women. 

¢ 35 percent of all internet downloads are porn. 

* 20 percent of sexts®* are photos of children, mostly girls, 
fifteen years old or younger.” 


Any group of people or any subject is “ripe for the picking” 
in the porn industry, and the coronavirus is no exception. On 
February 2, 2022, Walter DeKeseredy visited Pornhub’s site 
and 1,335 “Coronavirus Quarantine Porn Videos” were then 
available. Examples of the titles he found are “Tied, Teased & 
Tormented! Coronavirus Quarantine Boredom Cure,” “I Am 
Stuck Home During Lockdown with My Black Ex-Girlfriend 
and She Is Horny So I Deliver,” and “Taboo Coronavirus 
Quarantine — Stepmom & Stepson Try to Escape COVID-19.” 
Not surprising, as well, are the hockey porn videos offered 
by Pornhub. Among the eighty-four listed on February 2, 
2022, are “Getting Her Goalie Off,” “Hockey Wife Cheats on 
Husband,” and “Hockey Night Booty Call.” How does the 
Toronto Maple Leafs organization feel about people viewing 
the video titled “Hockey’s Back!!!!,” which features a woman 
in a Leafs jersey masturbating? 


Elements of a Rape-Supportive Culture in Professional Hockey | 189 


Again, porn consumers can find anything that suits their 
fancy on the internet. It is not our intent to engage in “shock 
theater,” but Natasha Vargas-Cooper’s observation is worth 
repeating here since much of what she describes is now 
“typical”: 


Groups of men have sex with women who are seven months 
pregnant; the ho-hum of husbands filming their scrawny 
white wives having sex with paunchy Black men in budget 
hotels; simulations of father-daughter (or mother-daughter) 
incest; and of course, a fixture on any well-trafficked site: 


double anal.** 


What men and boys consume online, often in groups, are not 
simply “dirty pictures that have little impact on anyone.” 
Rather, the images typically endorse “women as second-class 
citizens” and “require that women be seen as second-class 
citizens.”*° Also challenging the assertion that “pornography 
is just fantasy” are studies done around the world showing 
that degrading sexual images featured on the internet and 
elsewhere are strongly associated with violence against women. 
Of major importance to this book is this fact uncovered by 
Nick Pappas: athletes’ (including hockey players) pornogra- 
phy consumption “can be rampant” and serves “as a ‘how 
to guide’ for sexual deviancy /agegression.”** 

Walter DeKeseredy and Martin Schwartz have given an 
immeasurable number of presentations on the relationship 
between the injurious symptoms of patriarchy and male 
athletes’ violence against women to students, academic or- 
ganizations, and practitioners. Each time they inevitably hear 
some members of the audience, particularly those who are 


190 | Skating on Thin Ice 


hostile to feminism, mutter under their breath, “I don’t want 
to hear this stuff.” Then there are those who are not averse to 
a gendered understanding of the technological “dark side of 
male sports,” but they claim that DeKeseredy and Schwartz 
overlook a fundamentally important determinant of hockey 
players’ violence against women. As some have told them, 
“Follow the money.” They are right — gender inequality often 
intersects with other forms of oppression such as racism and 
social class inequality. In fact, you cannot fully understand 
the absence of deterrence, covered in chapter 3 and other 
parts of this book, without taking another broader structural 
variable — corporate capitalism — into account. 

How does corporate capitalism fit into the equation? What, 
exactly, is going on? The answer to these questions is, quite 
simply, money. More specifically, your money. John R. Gerdy, 
author of Sports: The All-American Addiction, states what many 
of us already know: 


Team owners want more of it. Television networks want more 
of our money as do sneaker and apparel companies. 
Perhaps we have simply become numb to the business 
of sports. The numbers have become so outlandish, almost 
surreal, so large that they no longer mean anything, as if 
it were Monopoly money. The reporting of the signing of 
a $100-million-per-year player will likely be greeted with 
not much more than a yawn at most breakfast tables across 
the country. The fact is professional sports has always been 


about business.” 


Television is an especially important part of this business, as 
demonstrated in Figure 4.1. Developed by independent writer 
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FIGURE 4.1. How the money flows 


General Costs 


Taxpayers 
Public education and 
recreation systems 


Amateur Players 


Merchandise Sellers Sponsoring 
Event Promoters, Sports-Goods 
Sports Federations, etc. Makers 
— 
Professional 
Players 


Taxpayers 
Training facilities and 
stadia infrastructure 


Other Sponsors 


Pay-TV Viewers Program Sponsors 


Source: Adapted from Varda Burstyn, The Rites of Men: Manhood, Politics, and 
the Culture of Sport (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1999), 117, Used with 
permission. 


and scholar Varda Burstyn for her book The Rites of Men: Manhood, 
Politics, and the Culture of Sport,*° it helps you follow the money, 
and there is a lot to follow. Evidence of television being a “cash 
cow” is provided by ESPN and the NHL recently striking a 
seven-year deal worth USD$2.8 billion, with ESPN now being 
the main rights holder for NHL games. The league also signed 
a seven-year deal with Turner Broadcasting, which lets Turner 
Sports broadcast up to seventy-two regular-season games and 
half of the first three rounds of the Stanley Cup playoffs each 
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season. This deal adds USD$225 million yearly to the NHL’s 
revenue, and thus the NHL will earn close to USD$625 million 
annually over seven seasons from its television deals. Its earlier 
ten-year contract with NBC brought in USD$200 million per 
season. Adding the new television revenues to the NHL's ad- 
vertising profits means that it will recoup the money lost from 
hosting empty arena games during the COVID-19 pandemic 
and surpass its fiscal profits like never before.*” 

Most consumers of televised sports and other types of tele- 
vision shows despise being bombarded by advertising, but 
the NHL and other major professional sports leagues don’t 
care. News broke in August 2021 that, following the NBA, the 
NHL will put a3 x 3.5-inch rectangular advertisement on the 
front of teams’ jerseys starting in 2022-3. Since the 2016-17 
season, the NBA has included advertising on its jerseys in 
the form of a 3 x 3-inch square, which resulted in an added 
USD$9.3 million in revenue annually, per team. The NHL 
now has a helmet ad campaign, launched in the 2020-1 sea- 
son, which has so far generated a reported USD$15 million. 

Much money is made from what Burstyn coins the “media 
sectors of the sports nexus.” Some other key components of 
this nexus are not examined here, but the money generated 
by all parts of it combined is, as uncovered by Burstyn, 


equivalent to the gross national products of small nations, or 
the budgets of large states, provinces, and cities. The public 
pays heavily through “leisure” dollars, through taxes for sports 
training and infrastructure, and through sports-related con- 
sumption that benefits a small number of owners, sponsors, 


and star athletes far more than the public itself. 
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Made explicit in other parts of this book is that players’ per- 
formance on the ice and the revenue they produce can trump 
their criminal and deviant behaviors, but the above financial 
data add an exclamation point to what we said earlier. Much 
money is lost if a marquee, albeit deviant, male athlete is not 
televised, as is what happened when champion golfer Tiger 
Woods took a hiatus from PGA Tour play after the maelstrom 
that followed his wife uncovering his infidelities in November 
2009. Woods announced his indefinite leave a month later, 
which, as former CBS Sports executive producer Rick Gentile 
said, caused “not so much a ripple effect, but a tsunami.”*” 
Ponder these financial effects: 


¢ Tournament crowds dropped by 20 percent. 

¢ Television audiences shrunk by 50 percent. 

¢ Television advertising dropped by nearly 40 percent, 
and some experts estimated that ad losses would be at 
least USD$192 million if Woods was out all year. 

¢ Nike, which sponsored Woods, lost nearly USD$30 million 
in sales. 


So far, conspicuously absent from our examination of the 
billions of dollars in revenue made by the NHL is a focus on 
the economic impact of sports betting since the US Supreme 
Court’s 2018 landmark decision to strike down the federal ban 
on sports gambling in all states except Delaware, Montana, 
Nevada, and Oregon. Only Nevada had a major gambling 
infrastructure and thus, effectively, it was the only state that 
allowed sports betting. Many states have now legalized sports 
betting and others will shortly follow suit.”° 
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According to an Oxford Economics study commissioned 
by the American Gaming Association, because of a legal, reg- 
ulated sports betting market, the four major US professional 
leagues will generate combined revenues of over USD$4.2 
billion per year through TV advertising, sponsorship, data/ 
product revenue, media rights, merchandise, and ticket sales. 
The total projected revenue for the NHL is USD$216 million 
per year. Here are some of the study’s other key findings: 


¢ Legal sports betting operations, including wages, sala- 
ries, benefits, and tips, are estimated to support USD$11 
billion of total labor income. 

¢ Total jobs supported in the US, both direct and induced, 
are predicted to be 216,671. 

¢ Legal sports betting is expected to contribute USD$22.4 
billion to the US gross domestic product. 

¢ Fiscal impacts, consisting of state, local, and federal 
taxes, are estimated to total USD$84 billion.” 


Since 2019, the NHL has created betting partnerships with 
MGM Resorts, DraftKings, FanDuel, William Hill, PointsBet, 
Ballys, and other sportsbooks. The NHL’s next step is puck 
and player tracking. Licensed to bookmakers like MGM, 
this enables betting on the distances skated by players, the 
velocity of shots, and the location on the ice from where the 
next goal is scored. In August 2021, NHL commissioner Gary 
Bettman proudly told ESPN reporters Greg Wyshynski and 
David Purdum the following: 


Our original goal in creating this technology was to create a 
broadcast enhancement that can be used in real time, which 
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no other sport has. While not developed with this in mind, the 


application to sports gaming could create even more fans.” 


Some individual NHL teams have also developed relation- 
ships with gambling organizations. The Washington Capitals, 
for instance, transformed a sports bar chain restaurant into 
a William Hill Sportsbook, which was the first one inside a 
US sports arena.” Welcome to the new world of professional 
hockey, and expect even more changes of this sort in the 
future, including a major increase in online sites offering 
hockey betting tips. DraftKings is already in on the act. This 
is an excerpt from its hockey betting guide: 


The winter is all about hockey, and betting on hockey can make 
the season much more exciting. With 1,271 regular games to 
bet on, hockey offers lots of opportunities to win. Learn the ins 
and outs of hockey betting, from NHL puck line to common 
hockey mistakes, so you can successfully bet on NHL games 
with DraftKings Sportsbook.”* 


Sociologist Erving Goffman, who developed the concept 
of the total institution mentioned in chapter 3, observed that 
spectator sports like hockey provide one of many contexts 
“where the action is.” Sports fans, however, are unable to 
experience the action directly encountered by players on the ice 
or on the football field, so they seek action by watching them 
“taking chances” and “putting it on the line.””° Their desire 
for action entails not only watching, but also betting, which is 
something major league sports teams warmly embrace. Still, 
as noted by the late Michael D. Smith, many sports bettors do 
not wager “seemingly irrational sums of money” purely for 
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material gain but also for things that are sometimes of much 
greater significance to them such as honor, dignity, respect, 
esteem, and status among their peers.” 

Former Montreal Canadiens stars John Ferguson and Serge 
Savard (also former GM of the Canadiens) are examples of 
such bettors. Both were teammates and good friends in the 
1960s and 1970s, and they loved horse racing. They cherished 
this sport so much, in fact, that the day before a road game, 
they would rush to Montreal’s Blue Bonnets racetrack imme- 
diately after practice.”* Horse racing was also a routine part 
of their road trips. In an interview with Trot reporter Chris 
Lemon, Savard fondly recollects some of his fun times at the 
track with Ferguson: 


Whenever we were on the road when we played together 
on the Canadiens, he would wake me up and start looking 
at the racing form. We would have our team lunch at 12:30 and 
then we were off to the track for an hour or so. Whenever we 
were in Los Angeles, we’d go and visit the backstretch and 
they treated us so well. That’s what we did the very first time 
I was with the team and we did it a lot more times whenever 


we were there.” 


Savard also revealed to Lemon that his close friendship with 
Ferguson was temporarily put on hold once a race started. 
“Bragging rights were on the line. Win and you got to rub 
it in their noses. Finish last and you’d never hear the end of 
it.” He and Ferguson always wanted to “one-up” each other 
at the racetrack, and, especially for Ferguson, that place was 
where the action was. “I clearly remember being at the track 
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together,” said Savard. “He just loved being there, watching 
the races and enjoying himself. It didn’t matter what track it 
was. You could see how happy he was every time we’d go.” 
He recalls, “I can still remember his voice: ‘Serge, come on, 
we're going to the track.’ I miss those days. They were great 
times.”1°° 

Regardless of why they bet on sports, all sports bettors 
seek drama, no matter which events they watch. Most peo- 
ple don’t tune in to TV broadcasts of horse racing because it 
is a fantastic sport. They, like Savard and Ferguson did, bet 
on it, which can make any sport or game exciting. And this 
excitement translates into bundles of money flowing into 
team owners’ pockets. 

Will gambling worsen the NHL’s neglect to sanction players 
who abuse women? At this point in time, there are no data 
that supply reliable answers to this question. Some critics 
of sports betting nevertheless stress that “game-fixing” will 
become rampant, while supporters of legalization assert that 
it leads to more transparency. University of Paris economist 
Wladimir Andreff opposes legitimate sports betting and told 
ESPN reporter Chris Eden: “All economic analyses conclude 
that the more money there is inflowing to sport, the greater 
the sport corruption.”""! 

Andreff did not offer Eden sound evidence to back up his 
prediction, but this is not to say that game-fixing is a rarity 
or a thing of the past. Recently, Sportradar Integrity Services, 
a partner to more than 100 sporting federations and leagues, 
used its betting monitoring method, the Universal Fraud 
Detection System (UFDS), to find suspicious activities across 
twelve sports in over seventy countries. The results of its 
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study date back to the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic 
and show that soccer is the sport most at risk of game-fixing 
linked to betting. 

In 2021, the UFDS detected suspicious activity in 500 soc- 
cer games, 37 tennis matches, 19 basketball games, 9 hockey 
games, and 6 cricket matches. Europe was identified as the 
worst region, with 382 suspicious matches. Latin America had 
115, Asia Pacific 74, the Middle East 10, and North America 9. 
Andrea Krannich, managing director of Sportradar’s Integ- 
rity Services, told Guardian reporter Jacob Steinberg: “As our 
analysis shows, match-fixing is evolving, and those behind it 
are diversifying their approach, both in the sports and com- 
petitions they target, and the way they make approaches to 
athletes, such as the rise in digital approaches.”'” 

The NHL's investigation into Evander Kane’s gambling 
activities found no evidence that he bet against his own team, 
but the NHL has a history of gambling scandals. Some readers 
who are avid fans of Wayne Gretzky may remember this case. 
In May 2007, former NHL player Rick Tocchet pleaded guilty 
to running a sports gambling ring while he was assistant coach 
for the Phoenix Coyotes under Gretzky. Dubbed “Operation 
Slapshot,” Tocchet was one of three men to plead guilty in 
the case. Included in this triad was New Jersey state trooper 
James Harney, who, according to authorities, took bets in his 
patrol car while watching traffic. Gretzky’s wife, Janet Jones, 
was also publicly implicated for placing bets in the ring. She 
was subpoenaed to testify but never faced charges. Nor did 
her husband affectionately known to millions of hockey fans 
as “the Great One.”'” Returning to the often repeated, but 
highly problematic, second chance narrative, Tocchet was 
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allowed to return to the NHL one year later, on the condition 
that he refrain from gambling. 

Tocchet is not the first NHL employee to be nailed for 
illegal gambling, and he won’t be the last. In 1948, the NHL 
imposed a lifetime ban on players Don Gallinger and Billy 
Taylor for betting on their own teams, but then reinstated 
them in 1970. In January 1946, Toronto Maple Leafs defen- 
seman Walter “Babe” Pratt was suspended by the NHL for 
betting on games that didn’t involve his team. Initially, his 
banishment was forever, but he only missed nine games 
because he admitted his “evil ways” and promised never to 
do them again. He was also later inducted into the Hockey 
Hall of Fame.'™ 

The NHL prohibits players from betting on hockey, but they 
can wager on other sports, and sometimes the consequences 
are financially devastating. That the legendary Jaromir Jagr 
owed more than USD$500,000 to an internet gambling site 
might be the key reason for his longevity in the world of 
professional hockey. Thomas Vanek, too, had hundreds of 
thousands of dollars in gambling debts.'” 

As stated before, nothing is exempt from pornification, 
including sports betting. Sexualized scenes of women are 
now integral parts of sports gambling marketing strategies, 
just as they are in other types of advertising. In Australia, 
for example, one Sportsbet television ad recently described 
the bikini as “one of man’s greatest inventions” while a man 
poked the breast of a woman as she sat poolside. Another 
Australian ad produced by Betfair featured a James Bond— 
type character playing ping-pong with a woman in a bikini 
while a background voice said, “When you have the power, 
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you can do what you want. With whoever you want, when- 
ever you want, wherever you want, as many different ways 
as you want.”!% 

But wait, there’s more! In June 2021, the shirt sponsor of the 
English Premier League Norwich City Football Club was an 
Asian gambling company called BK8. It used pornographic 
images of women in social media promotions that violated 
the regulations of the UK’s Advertising Standards Authority. 
BK8 used YouTube images of women simulating sexual acts 
and a marketing campaign involving young women in their 
underwear placing BK8 stickers on their breasts. These mar- 
keting strategies, after much criticism, were removed after 
three days, but many fans enjoyed them.'” 

More examples of porn in sports betting advertisements 
could be supplied here, but one of the most important points 
that readers should take away is that visual commercials 
featuring sexual images of women are explicitly designed to 
appeal to what film theorist Laura Mulvey has coined “the 
male gaze.” Put another way, they empower heterosexual 
men and privilege their perceived sexual desires while si- 
multaneously objectifying women.’ More specifically, in 
advertisements shot from the male gaze, the camera forces 
the viewer to stare at women’s body parts, usually freezing 
on their breasts and buttocks.'” 

The NHL held its annual All-Star Game in Las Vegas on 
February 5, 2022. Broadcast by ESPN+ and ABC, not only 
were sports betting ads driven by the male gaze prominently 
featured in this televised event but so was the popular singer 
Machine Gun Kelly (MGK), who performed during the sec- 
ond intermission. Recall from chapter 2 that women’s rights 
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groups are deeply uncomfortable, to say the least, with the 
NHL's relationship with Snoop Dogg. Well, its relationship 
with MGK is just as, if not more, problematic from the perspec- 
tive of those who oppose the pornification of our culture and 
the glorification of statutory rape (sexual relations involving 
someone below the age of consent). In a 2013 interview with 
FUSE, MGK made some “controversial” statements about 
Kendall Jenner. He said that she was his first celebrity crush, 
and when asked if he was “counting down the days” until 
she turned eighteen, MGK answered: 


I’m not waiting til she’s 18; I’ll go now. I’m 23, dog, like, I’m 
not like a creepy age, like, you know what I’m saying? I’m 
23 bro, she’s 17, and she’s, like, a celebrity. Like, there’s no 
limits right there. 

Robert Plant, who was one of the greatest lead singers 
ever, for all y’all don’t know he’s from Led Zeppelin, dated 
a girl that was 14. Axl Rose, who was one of the biggest ba- 
dasses ever, dated a girl that was 16 and wrote a song on his 
first album about the girl that was 16. 

I don’t care. Say what you want, man. If Kendall Jenner 
was in your bedroom naked, and you’re 50, you’re going.” 


The NFL is not much better, as proven by the 2022 Super 
Bowl. Snoop Dogg performed during the half-time show 
despite being sued for sexual assault and battery two days 
prior to the game, and he faced similar allegations in De- 
cember 2021. This show also featured Eminem, whose song 
“Superman” includes these misogynistic lyrics: “Put Anthrax 
on a Tampax and slap you till you can’t stand.” Yes, Super 
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Bowl ads “were pretty safe” this time around, but the women 
featured in them, though much less sexualized than in pre- 
vious years, were primarily given “sidekick roles.”""! For the 
trained eye, there were also some examples of more blatant 
sexism during parts of the broadcast, which is not surprising 
in today’s raunch culture. 

What are the solutions to the problems pointed out in this 
book and elsewhere? The first thing to do is to come to grips 
with the fact that there is no quick fix. Yet, there are copious 
reasons to be optimistic, one of which is that the public, gov- 
ernment agencies, the mass media, and sports organizations 
are now much more knowledgeable about the amount and 
consequences of various types of violence against women 
than ever before. Meanwhile, fictional and nonfictional stories 
about the abuse of women, including harms committed by 
athletes, are commonplace in the media. 

Given the persistence of patriarchy and the ongoing multi- 
pronged assault on efforts to advance gender and racial/ethnic 
equality, these are amazing achievements. Still, Dr. Claire 
Renzetti, University of Kentucky professor of sociology, 
editor of the widely read and cited scientific journal Violence 
against Women, and close friend of Walter DeKeseredy and 
Martin Schwartz, alerts us to this sad reality: “It is astound- 
ing that we are still fighting some of the same battles as we 
were 25 — even 40 — years ago, and there is still much work 
to be done.” 

To reiterate what we said in chapter 1, it is essential to move 
beyond initiatives designed “only to stop the bleeding.” The 
central argument of chapter 5 is that those seeking meaningful 
change in the world of professional hockey and other elite 
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male sports must, at the same time, struggle for short-term 
victories and major structural and cultural changes within 
not only revenue-generating sports but also throughout 
our broader society. The nature of sport cannot be changed 
without changing the nature of society. 

Likewise, as the late German sociologist Norbert Elias would 
have put it, studies of the relationship between professional 
hockey, rape culture, and violence against women that are not 
studies of society “are studies out of context.”'’ Therefore, 
following in his footsteps and those of Kevin Young, Varda 
Burstyn, Michael D. Smith, and others who have had a major 
bearing on our critical thinking about male-dominated sports, 
we co-authored a book that situates professional hockey 
within the wider context of society at large. 

Broadening the study of hockey players’ abuse of women 
is of little, if any, value unless it informs policies and prac- 
tices that prevent women from being victimized. Chapter 5, 
then, includes what we and our brothers- and sisters-in-arms 
strongly believe are highly effective means of eliminating 
hockey’s violent, sexist, homophobic, and racist attributes, 
all of which are highly injurious symptoms of the ways in 
which our society is politically, socially, and economically 
configured. Chapter 5 also compels us to ask ourselves, “Do 
we really want to live this way?” 
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It is important to remember that the system by which men reproduce 
their dominance in sport (or any other social institution) is not seam- 
less. Women continue to make grounds at undoing formal sexism 
and the institutionalization of men’s privilege. In sport, women have 
made considerable progress in gaining the right to play, albeit in 
their own segregated sporting spaces. Lesbian women have been, 
more recently and increasingly, accepted into the female-sport fold, 
and women are beginning to use the legislative processes, along 
with shaming, to combat the abuse of their bodies at the hands of 
mostly team-sport athletes. 

~ Eric Anderson and Adam White! 


It was a sad day on February 20, 2022, for many people 
around the world — the end of the XXIV Olympic Winter 
Games. Viewers saw some incredible athletic achievements 
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and became familiar with an international cadre of people 
who exemplified the best that sport has to offer. The Games 
offered many hours of temporary relief from a variety of social 
and public health problems, including COVID-19. Plenty of 
viewers deeply appreciated the Olympians’ camaraderie, 
dedication, and spirit. 

Some people, however, were sad for reasons other than the 
closing of the Games. Toronto Star columnist Heather Mallick 
took the view that it “was the saddest Olympics ever. It was 
a symphony of bad.” Here is why: 


Sadness leaked into so many events and into the Olympic con- 
cept itself ... Communist China, a nation sensitive to mockery 
and desperate for medals, searched worldwide for people 
of vaguely Chinese origin to play for China. It was horribly 
awkward. Was that a win for China or for U.S. training? The 
medals were tainted. 

A lot of things were tainted at this Olympics. In the midst 
of an unwinding doping scandal, the Russian Kamila Va- 
lieva gamely skated. It was a showpiece, not for the 15-year- 
old’s characteristic grace and courage but for child abuse. 
She looked terrified, fell and nearly fell repeatedly, and kept 
on going — one suspects out of terror. 

Her Russian coach, Eteri Tutberidze, already notorious 
for cruelty, berated Valieva in front of the cameras. The child 
wept. That was the Beijing Olympics image that will linger, 
salty tears on ice. 

The Russians, famous for doping, shouldn’t have been 
there, even as the “Russian Olympic Committee,” short- 
hand for Vladimir Putin. They are Russian government 
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athletes as opposed to Russians, just as the Communist 
Chinese athletes don’t compete alone. They represent an 
authoritarian government that tortures Uyghur minorities 
in concentration camps, pollutes with wild abandon, and 
whose secrecy and dishonesty have alienated much of the 


world.” 


Montreal Gazette columnist Jack Todd’s view of the Games 
is equally negative for reasons like Mallick’s. For him, these 
are “the Olympics that should have never been.” Todd’s 
post-mortem, however, also includes much praise for the 
gold-winning Canadian women’s hockey team. Its match 
against the US team, notes Todd, averaged 3.54 million view- 
ers on NBC, which is more than any NHL game played prior 
to this event. In fact, this event was the second-most viewed 
hockey game in the US since 2019. 

We are big fans of Mallick and Todd, and we greatly appre- 
ciate their keen insight, especially in today’s era characterized 
by a rabid war on both critical thinking and those who pub- 
licly point out the harms done by racist, sexist, homophobic, 
and classist governments and corporations. Consider the 
war on critical race theory (CRT) that is currently going on 
in the US in the wake of recent Black Lives Matter protests. 
Those leading the charge against CRT are totally unfamil- 
iar with this body of legal scholarly thought that emerged 
largely out of Harvard Law School in the 1970s and 1980s. 
There are variations in CRT, and no single summary of this 
school of thought can easily be presented here. What we can 
comfortably say, though, is that what all leading experts in 
the field have in common is their emphasis on identifying 
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the outcomes of subtle and overt racism throughout contem- 
porary society and a reinterpretation of civil rights laws to 
expose “legal claims of neutrality, objectivity, color-blindness 
and meritocracy as mere camouflages for the self-interest of 
powerful entities in society.“ 

It is not an exaggeration to say that right-wing critics 
of CRT like Texas senator Ted Cruz know nothing about 
CRT.° What they do know, nonetheless, is that racism is 
very much alive and well in the US and other parts of the 
world and that their attacks on CRT are, as Boston Review 
columnist David Theo Goldberg recently put it, a highly 
effective way 


to stoke white resentment while distracting from the depre- 
dations of conservative policies for all by the wealthy ... [I]t 
is a cynical ploy to keep power and privilege in the hands 
of those who have always held it. Meanwhile, the outcome 
remains what Marvin Gaye sang — to brothers and sisters, 
mothers and fathers — a half century ago: “there are far too 
many of you dying.”° 


Often quoted in this turbulent epoch is this excerpt from 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s famous 1965 sermon delivered 
at Temple Israel of Hollywood: “We shall overcome. We shall 
overcome. Deep in my heart I do believe we shall overcome. 
And I believe it because somehow the arc of the moral uni- 
verse is long, but it bends towards justice.” While the previ- 
ous chapters of this book are likely to have given numerous 
readers the evidence-based impression that positive changes 
are not soon forthcoming in professional hockey and other 
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all-male sports, there is hope, some of which was provided 
by the 2022 Winter Olympics. For instance, returning to Jack 
Todd’s appraisal of this event, he reminds us that Marie-Philip 
Poulin — captain of the Canadian women’s Olympic hockey 
team — “cemented her claim to be the greatest Canadian 
athlete of the past 12 years, beginning with her golden goal 
at the Vancouver Olympics, and carrying through Sochi and 
Beijing, with an overtime beauty at the IIHF World Champi- 
onships in August.” 

The achievements of two Black US women - Erin Jack- 
son and Elana Meyers Taylor — will also be cemented in 
history. Prior to February 2022, only two Black Americans 
had ever won an individual medal in nearly 100 years of 
Winter Olympics. It took these two women less than a day 
to double that record. Jackson also became the first Black 
woman in the world to win an individual gold medal in a 
Winter Olympics event. Shortly after, Meyers Taylor won a 
silver medal in the inaugural monobob event and a bronze 
medal in the two-woman bobsled event, which makes her 
the most decorated Black athlete in the history of the Winter 
Olympics.* 

Despite these and other notable changes, many sports will 
continue to uphold various types of inequality unless the 
ongoing and ever-changing struggle to end them continues, 
strengthens, and becomes more widespread. How do we 
move beyond simply using ineffective bandages and failed 
NHL strategies in responding to the harms covered in this 
book and in other critiques of all-male team sports? This 
chapter answers this question. We propose several strategies 
that target the broader social forces that propel male hockey 
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players to abuse women and that buttress a system that 
promotes and rewards toxic masculinity, corporate greed, 
racism, and homophobia. 

Our recommendations are based not only on many years 
of hands-on social scientific research, but also on DeKeseredy 
and Schwartz’s decades of work in the battered women’s 
movement, with other activist groups, and doing government 
research. Our policy proposals, too, are heavily informed by 
Stu Cowan’s keen insight into the everyday world of pro- 
fessional hockey. If readers don’t know this by now, hockey 
is an integral part of his life. He has been a member of the 
Montreal Gazette's sports department for close to forty years 
and has held basically every position in that division during 
his tenure there. The advanced visions of others, including 
numerous people cited throughout this book, are also rep- 
resented in this chapter. 

We do not merely repeat what has already been recom- 
mended but rather supplement previous suggestions with 
more contemporary initiatives. Nevertheless, there is brief 
coverage of some of the “usual suspects,” such as creating 
and putting into action effective equity, diversity, and inclu- 
sion plans. It is to these approaches we turn first because 
they garnered much media attention at the time of writing 
this chapter. 

That there is so much male violence against women in the 
world today and that women are marginalized in profes- 
sional hockey organizations shows that men’s and women’s 
lives are valued differently throughout society, a sad reality 
demonstrated by this book and other bodies of research, in- 
cluding recent alarming studies of sex selection. As defined by 
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statistician and health economist Howard Steven Friedman, 
sex selection 


is driven by the motive of son preference and is highlighted 
by situations of declining fertility. Son preference refers to 
circumstances where parents place a higher value on having 
a son than on having a daughter. It has many roots. Many 
societies are historically male dominated, with property 
rights, inheritance laws, and dowry systems all designed to 
favor men ... It creates regional ripple effects throughout Asia, 
Europe, and even parts of America, where some prospective 


parents are selecting boys rather than girls.’ 


It is not only in the NHL that women’s worth is less than 
that of men. Men and women are valued differently in a 
wide variety of sports, with soccer being one notable ex- 
ample. Consider that in March 2020, Carlos Cordeiro had 
to quit his position as president of the United States Soccer 
Federation (US Soccer) after publicly claiming, in defense 
of paying female soccer players less than men, that female 
soccer players had fewer physical skills and responsibilities 
than their male counterparts.” Justice did, however, prevail. 
On February 22, 2022, a six-year legal battle over equal 
pay ended with US women soccer players being promised 
USD$24 million plus bonuses matching those of the men. 
US Soccer also committed to giving an equal pay rate for 
the women’s and men’s national teams, including World 
Cup bonuses. 

The words expressed by veteran midfielder Megan 
Rapinoe in her interview with the Associated Press are worth 
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repeating in light of our discussion about assigning value 
to human life: 


The additional hours and stress and outside pressures and 
discriminations we face, | mean sometimes you think why 
the hell was I born a female? And then sometimes you think 
how incredible it is to be able to fight for something that you 
actually believe in and stand alongside these women ... There 
was something more than stepping on the field and wanting 
to be a starter or wanting to score goals or wanting to win or 


wanting to have glory." 


Male professional athletes, their coaches, and their employers 
need to change, an issue to be addressed at length later in this 
chapter. Even so, the path toward meaningful and sustainable 
improvement also requires what happened to the US women 
soccer players. In other words, as recommended by two of 
the world’s leading social scientific experts on sport, Eric 
Anderson and Adam White, team sports like hockey need 
to be gender-integrated, and this entails providing “women 
with the same social training, the same access, and the same 
symbols that men currently have associated with their formal 
participation in sport.”” 

Professional hockey is starting to show signs of effective 
listening, as examined in chapter 2. Some NHL teams, such 
as the Montreal Canadiens, are making serious moves toward 
gender integration, and in January 2022, the Premier Hockey 
Federation (PHF), formerly the National Women’s Hockey 
League, announced that it is adding a seventh franchise in 
Montreal. The PHF will invest more than USD$25 million in 
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direct payments and benefits to its players over the follow- 
ing three years, and its pledge includes more than USD$7.5 
million in salary and benefits for the 2022-3 season. The 
PHF’s investment gives players complete health-care bene- 
fits supplied by each franchise, as well as 10 percent equity 
of each team and control over their own likeness, which lets 
players profit from the use of their images.’ 

Some scholars informed by the sports protection hypothesis 
assert that all-female organizations, such as the PHF and the 
professional women’s Australian rules football league men- 
tioned in chapter 3, not only provide elite female athletes with 
employment opportunities but also enhance their self-esteem 
and confidence and protect them against male violence."* It is 
also argued that women’s participation in sport helps woman 
abuse survivors heal.'° Even so, a recent study of twenty 
women who regularly took part in sport in New Zealand 
uncovered contradictory evidence. Put differently, study 
participants described sport as an empowering context while 
simultaneously perceiving sporting environments as places 
that exacerbate their feelings of risk and defenselessness.'® 

Women’s sport participation can play a partial, albeit 
small, role in protecting women from male violence, but some 
caution is necessary. An overarching emphasis on women’s 
involvement in sport as a key solution is highly problematic 
because it implicitly blames women for their victimization 
by placing on them the burden of trying to prevent various 
attacks by men. The researchers who conducted the above New 
Zealand study expand on this point: “Positioning women’s 
sports participation in this way reinforces the narrative that 
women can resist victimization if they are just empowered 
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enough, while responsibility is shifted away from perpetra- 
tors.”’” No policy attention is given to the structural, social 
psychological factors that motivate men to abuse women. 

What about the value of skills taught in combative sports 
and self-defense courses? Some studies found that they 
boost many women’s confidence and self-esteem, but what 
is taught in these environments reveals a major disconnect 
between the lessons and the reality of male assaults on women 
and girls. Many, if not most, self-defense courses empha- 
size protection from strangers rather than the people most 
likely to attack them — male intimate partners, co-workers, 
friends, and acquaintances. What’s more, combative sports 
and self-defense classes only deal with physical attacks and 
thus do not prevent new electronic means of sexual assault, 
coercive control, psychological abuse, and some other digital 
means of harming women (e.g., cyberstalking).’® 

Hockey and soccer still have a long way to go before they 
are truly gender-integrated and before deeply ingrained 
sexism is completely eradicated, but the NFL hasn’t even left 
the starting gate yet. Super Bowl LVL, played on February 13, 
2022, raked in millions of dollars, but the Cincinnati Bengals 
and Los Angeles Rams organizations paid their cheerleaders 
measly stipends for the time and effort they spent performing 
at the world’s most profitable annual sporting event. These 
women are not alone. NFL cheerleaders in general only make 
a few thousand dollars a year, even though they work thirty 
to forty hours a week when you factor in rehearsals, work- 
outs, charity events, and working at games. To make matters 
worse, some sources report that cheerleaders are required 
to pay for their own equipment, uniforms, and hair and nail 
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treatments. As is repeatedly stated in corny TV commercials, 
“And that’s not all!” Cheryl Cooky, Purdue University profes- 
sor of American studies and women’s, gender, and sexuality 
studies, reports the following: 


The paltry amounts the cheerleaders do receive have frequently 
come only after battles hard fought. Of the 26 NFL teams 
with cheerleaders, at least 10 have been sued by cheerleaders 
for wage theft, unsafe working conditions, harassment, or 
discrimination. The cheerleaders who filed these lawsuits 
often made less than minimum wage. In at least one case, a 
cheerleader claimed she was paid significantly less than her 
team’s mascot, who made more than [USD]$60,000 a year. 
In a landmark case against the Oakland Raiders in 2014, 
the team paid out [USD]$1.25 million in back wages. Raider- 
ette cheerleaders were subsequently paid [USD]$9 an hour, 
minimum wage at the time, for mandatory events, which 
they said was double what they had been paid prior to the 


lawsuit.” 


Valuing male and female athletes equally not only requires 
equal pay but also equal protection from non-economic forms 
of abuse. Made explicit in this book are atrocities committed 
by coaches against male hockey players like Sheldon Kennedy. 
Many female athletes are also targeted by abusive coaches, 
and US women soccer players, again, necessitate attention. 
During 2021, five of the ten National Women’s Soccer League 
(NWSL) teams fired white male coaches or forced them to 
resign because of sexual misconduct, verbal abuse, racist com- 
ments, and perpetuating a toxic work culture.”’ A few years 
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prior, some Chicago Red Stars players reported their coach’s 
(Rory Dames) abusive conduct to US Soccer, which oversaw 
the NWSL at that time but failed to act on the complaints. 
One former Red Stars player who spoke to Washington Post 
reporter Molly Hensley-Clancy on the condition of anonymity 
recalled how Dames 


pushed her into an “emotionally abusive” dynamic that made 
her deeply uncomfortable: texting her at all hours, asking 
her to spend significant time with him outside of soccer and 
retaliating against her when she eventually tried to pull away 
from him. When he asked her as a young player to frequent 
lunches and dinners, she said, she did not feel able to say no.”! 


Christen Press, a US national team star and former Red Stars 
player, said this of her decision to speak to US Soccer officials 
in 2014: 


I was terrified of what Rory would do and say if he found 
out this was something I’d said. And then I was made to feel 
by US Soccer that I was in the wrong, there was nothing to 
report, and that this was acceptable. For so many women in this 
league, you think you don’t have any worth. And if you stand 
up and say what you think is right or wrong, nobody cares.” 


North of the US border, in late July 2022, an independent 
review commissioned by Canada Soccer (CS) and conducted 
by McLaren Global Sport Solutions concluded that CS “mis- 
handled” sexual harassment allegations in 2008 against then 
under-20 women’s coach Bob Birarda, who, at that time, was 
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awaiting sentencing on sexual assault charges. A 125-page re- 
port describes CS as “being dysfunctional and inefficient,” with 
“significant leadership upheaval and transition at the highest 
levels” in 2007 and 2008. The report also concludes that “CS’s 
press release that characterized Birarda’s departure [in 2008] as 
being in the mutual interest of both parties without so much 
as addressing the harassment was a gross mischaracterization 
of the circumstances and failed the victims of the harassment, 
their teammates, and the organization as a whole.”” 

What is the solution? Obviously, major change needs to 
happen at the top, but additional steps are also necessary. 
First, as recommended by Eric Anderson and Adam White, 
radical change is needed in how coaches are hired, trained, 
and assessed. This entails the use of what they refer to as 
“super coaches” whose jobs are not to ensure that coaches 
lead their teams to victory, but who instead “examine how a 
coach trains his or her players for life.” This would be a giant 
leap forward because most coaches lack careful supervision 
and thus are able to easily avoid accountability.” 

The second step toward stopping what happened to the 
aforementioned soccer players, to Sheldon Kennedy, and 
to other athletes abused by coaches is the creation of what 
Anderson and White label a “coaches license,” which 
would be regularly renewed by passing a biannual test 
that evaluates coaches’ knowledge of the latest research on 
human development, ethics, education, injury prevention, 
sports medicine, and social justice issues related to sport. 
Furthermore, coaches who have been punished for abusing 
players and/or other members of their teams would have 
sanctions permanently recorded on their licenses so that 
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they can’t get a job with another team if they were fired for 
deviant or criminal conduct. Coaches would have to show 
their licenses to prospective employers, and they would be 
scanned to reveal any past wrongdoings. 

Cynical readers may say, “Well, that’s all fine and good, but 
what if some teams remain more concerned with winning and 
don’t give a damn about a coach’s past?” This point is well- 
taken, given that Grambling State University hired former 
Baylor University head football coach Art Briles as its offen- 
sive coordinator in February 2022. Baylor fired Briles in May 
2016 after the investigation by the law firm Pepper Hamilton 
found that he and other Baylor employees mishandled cases 
of sexual violence described in chapter 3. Nonetheless, he was, 
not surprisingly, granted an all too familiar second chance. 
Trayvean Scott, Grambling’s athletic director, told ESPN that 
“they did the homework” and were “able to move forward in 
support of Coach [Hue] Jackson’s recommendation. We felt 
it (was appropriate) to give him a chance to really redeem 
himself after understanding where the facts lie.””° 

Much to the relief of thousands of woman abuse survi- 
vors, especially those who were sexually assaulted at Baylor 
while he worked there, Briles resigned from his position at 
Grambling just four days after he was hired. Many interpret 
this as the result of Briles being quickly forced to exit because 
many people were outraged by Grambling attaching its name 
to him.”” Some argue, and there is evidence to support their 
claim, that he is “radioactive” and “forever unhireable.””* 
After all these years, a growing cadre of people are storm- 
ing the professional sports’ second chance bastille, a social 
movement that is destined to gain even more momentum. 
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There is an old Italian saying: “a fish rots from the head.” We 
couldn’t agree more with leadership consultant Jon Gordon’s 
Twitter posting on June 27, 2017: “So do teams and organiza- 
tions. Leadership matters!” It is not only coaches who need 
training and licenses but also hockey team owners like Rocky 
Wirtz, who, to quote Chicago Sun-Times reporter Ben Pope, 
“dropped a nuclear bomb on the concept of accountability” 
on February 2, 2022.*° When, at a televised town-hall meeting, 
a reporter asked him about the Chicago Blackhawks efforts 
to guarantee that what happened to Kyle Beach would never 
occur again, Wirtz angrily replied: 


We’re not going to talk about Kyle Beach. We’re not going to 
talk about anything that happened. We’re moving on. What 
we're going to do today is our business. I don’t think it’s any of 
your business. You don’t work for the company. If somebody 
in the company asks that question, we’ll answer it. 


Asked the same question a few minutes later, Wirtz replied: 


I told you to get off the subject. I’m not going to bring up the 
Jenner & Block Report. I know you are talking about what 
the report was talking about, and I told you we’re moving on. 
It’s out of line to ask this line of questions. Why don’t you ask 
about something else? Why don’t you ask about the general 
manager search? Why do you bring up old business?”! 


Pope is right to opine that Wirtz cannot be trusted to ensure 
that atrocities like those experienced by Kyle Beach remain 
hideous events of the past. The same can be said about some 
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other men in leadership positions within the NHL and other 
all-male sports leagues. Fortunately, the NHL has had the good 
sense to partner with Sheldon Kennedy’s Respect Group for 
a training program for league and club employees to prevent 
bullying, abuse, harassment, and discrimination. It started in 
March 2022 and responds to the report on the Blackhawks’ 
mishandling of Kyle Beach’s case. The Respect Group’s 
program is also part of phase one of the NHL’s four-phase 
Respect Hockey initiative.” 

But training programs alone are not enough. They must 
be accompanied by other initiatives we suggest, including 
placing visionary women from all walks of life in senior man- 
agement positions. One example, mentioned in chapter 2, is 
France Margaret Bélanger. In a lengthy mid-February 2022 
one-on-one interview with Stu Cowan, she clearly articulated 
a well-thought-out plan forward for the Montreal Canadiens, 
one that should be incorporated by the Blackhawks and other 
NHL teams. Stu asked Bélanger about the Logan Mailloux 
situation, and this was her response: 


Look, a lot has been said about Logan Mailloux and that 
dates back to July [2021]. I remember vividly because that 
Friday of the draft was the start of my two weeks holiday 
which, needless to say, changed. This whole series of events 
is unfortunate. My role here is to make sure that from that 
situation we try to get something positive out of it. 

We came out with this plan called Respect and Consent, 
led by Genevieve Paquette. It was presented by Genevieve 
and Rob Ramage when we opened training camp last Sep- 
tember. My action is to make sure that through local organ- 


izations and through the investments we said we would 
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make we make a difference. It’s not just about the money, 
but we said we would pledge $1 million, which is good 
money. But it’s not about the money, it’s about how can we 
invest in the community to make sure that these kids — not 
just guys, by the way, but girls and boys — understand what 
consent means and the very basic respect, which sometimes 
is not obvious to everyone. 

What does respect mean? Hopefully, we have similar 
ideas of what it is. But if you’re 15 or 17, depending on 
where you're from and what are your goals, that can become 
vague. So, this is our plan. It’s to try through some teaching 
and some learning — starting with our hockey team, by the 
way — and eventually opening it to younger kids. For sure, 
we're going to be involved in sports, but are we going to 
open it up to other types of kids in schools? How do we train 
these guys, how do we make sure they understand there are 
things you simply cannot do? 

Icould dwell on the past and try to comment on that deci- 
sion, but it’s really not my role to comment on that decision. 
It’s something that was done and it’s looking for the future 
and trying to see how we can try to turn that into some- 
thing positive. Sheldon Kennedy has his Respect Group and 
we've signed up for that and the NHL is supporting that 
program. We've signed up and we’re going to start train- 
ing probably in March. It’s imminent. All our hockey team, 
everyone around our hockey team, and all the employees 
on the corporate side as well as a first step of training and 


education. We're starting with that.” 


Bélanger should be commended for her leadership and for 
trying to make the NHL a safer place for women. Further, 
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though the past can’t be changed — and shouldn’t be forgotten — 
as of July 2022, it seems that the CAD$1 million the Cana- 
diens invested into the Respect and Consent Action Plan is 
making a difference and that Mailloux is working on making 
himself a better person. Noted previously, the Canadiens 
did not invite Mailloux to their rookie camp in 2021, and the 
OHL suspended him for the first twenty-six games with the 
London Knights. The Canadiens did, however, invite him to 
their development camp in July 2022, and he appears to be 
starting a new journey in his life. 

On July 11, 2022, Mailloux spoke with the media in Bros- 
sard, Quebec, and revealed the process he has gone through 
since being drafted by the Canadiens: 


I’ve been working a lot over the past year. I want to be a 
Montreal Canadien. This is where I want to play in the future. 
It’s definitely been a long journey to get here. 

It’s been a lot of different stuff. A lot of meetings with 
therapists, professionals. I’ve done a lot of certification, ed- 
ucation programs, training programs, stuff like that. So it’s 
definitely been a lot. 

Respect, consent, the whole program they have going on 
here is unbelievable. I think every NHL team should have 
to do it, every junior team should have to do it, I think it 
should start in minor hockey as well. I think it’s something 
that definitely needs to be done more often. 

I think (sexual consent) has a lot to do with communication. 
You have to communicate with your partner what's ok, what’s 
not ok. It’s an ongoing thing consent. I’ve definitely learned a 
lot over the past two years going through everything. So it’s 
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something that can be taken away at any time during the act. 
So it’s an ongoing, mutual agreement for sure. 

I would have changed everything that I’ve done, 100 per- 
cent. I’ve definitely changed a lot as a person over the past 
two years. I’ve learned a lot. I wasn’t educated back then, I 


feel like Iam now.* 


Sheldon Kennedy was also at the Bell Sports Complex on July 
11, 2022, and was invited by the Canadiens to speak with the 
prospects. He, too, is optimistic about the Canadiens’ Respect 
and Consent Action Plan and its impact on Mailloux. Here 
is what he said in an interview with Stu Cowan that day: 


What I see from the Montreal Canadiens is a commitment to 
lead in this space and to me that’s how we're going to have 
significant change. I don’t think this is just a hockey issue. 
This is a societal issue. But if I look at the culture of hockey I 
think we’ve got some catching up to do. 

The whole goal today was to be able to reach the new 
drafted players around the respect initiative, around what is 
respect, what are the issues. What is discrimination, harass- 
ment, abuse, equity, inclusion, and diversity? Basically, what 
is it and how do we communicate around that that’s going 
to be the conversation today. 

I don’t know much about the Logan Mailloux story. I 
know a little bit about it. I just had a chance to meet Logan 
downstairs for the first time and we had a great conversa- 
tion. I felt we could communicate about the issues at hand 
and to me that’s huge. So many times you can never talk 
about these issues. People don’t even know where to start. 
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We had a healthy conversation and I hope nothing but the 
best for Logan and that he continues to learn and be the best 
he can be in his space. 

But for me, I’m here because I see leadership and I see an 
organization that wants to be the best they can be in this space. 


We know about Mailloux’s plans and the assistance he 
received, but what are the Canadiens doing to help the target 
of his abuse rebuild her life? Have the Canadiens reached out 
to her? What have they done to help make her feel safe after 
what Mailloux did to her? And what is Hockey Canada going 
to do to help the survivor of the 2018 group sexual assault 
besides paying her an out-of-court settlement? 

Described in various parts of this book is the dismissal of 
the needs and concerns of women abused by elite hockey 
players, and this must stop. How many times do we need to 
hear about cases like this one involving former NHL player 
Reid Boucher before effective steps are taken? In 2011, Boucher, 
then age seventeen, sexually assaulted a twelve-year-old girl 
whose family hosted him as a billet family in Ann Arbor, 
Michigan, when Boucher played for the USA Hockey National 
Team Development Program. He was originally charged with 
first-degree criminal sexual assault but was allowed to plead 
guilty to third-degree criminal sexual conduct against a minor 
in a Washtenaw County Trial Court on December 13, 2021. 

In February 2022, Boucher was sentenced to four years of 
probation with one year of suspended jail time if he success- 
fully completes the probation. Under the initial charge, he 
would have faced twenty-five years in prison. Circuit Judge 
Patrick Conlin let Boucher enter a plea for the lesser charge 
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due to “unusual circumstances,” such as his age at the time 
of the crime and when it occurred. 

Was justice served? What about the survivor? Boucher 
played for Lokomotiv Yaroslav] of the KHL (after playing more 
than 130 NHL games) before the Russian team fired him on 
February 18, 2022. The girl he abused, on the other hand, is now 
twenty-three years old and has coped with intense trauma, 
self-harm, and substance abuse issues since the 2011 incident. 
When asked about her reaction to the judge’s decision to accept 
Boucher’s plea, she said she is “disgusted. I feel like a lot of 
the progress I’ve made over the last 10 years — that’s been 
undone.” Sarah Rennie, executive director of the Michigan 
Coalition to End Domestic and Sexual Violence, was deeply 
disturbed by Judge Conlin’s reference to the amount of time 
that had passed since Boucher’s assault. She told the Detroit 
Free Press, “It’s an outrageous, unacceptable and illegal plea.” 

Boucher’s abusive conduct, by the way, did not stop in 
2011. On January 21, 2022, The Athletic’s Katie Strang reported 
that in October 2014, Boucher, then twenty-one years old and 
a New Jersey Devils prospect, tried to get a fifteen-year-old 
Canadian girl to send him pictures over Facebook. Strang 
also details that in January of the same year, Boucher tried 
to get photos from a seventeen-year-old New Jersey girl by 
messaging her via Facebook.*” What’s more, Boucher fled 
from his Michigan-based team to play for the OHL’s Sarnia 
Sting from 2011 to 2013 before joining the NHL. 

In January 2022, shortly after Boucher pleaded guilty in 
the Michigan court, the OHL claimed that it was unaware of 
the allegations made against Boucher during his tenure with 
USA Hockey. Sting officials also declared ignorance. Team 
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president Bill Abercrombie, who was vice president of oper- 
ations during Boucher’s time in Sarnia, told the press, “I’m 
sure the league and we're going to try to dig in and find out 
how it got overlooked and who’s responsible.”** Something’s 
not right here. So, again following the advice of Anderson 
and White, players (like coaches) should be required to get 
licenses. This would greatly minimize the chances of abusive 
players like Boucher flying under the radar. 

There are numerous reparations and conciliation-based 
strategies that the Canadiens and other sports teams should 
examine, many of which are suggested by a large cadre of 
criminologists. It is beyond the scope of this chapter to review 
them, but what they all have in common is an emphasis on 
parallel justice, an issue briefly discussed in chapter 1. This 
entails greater efforts by the NHL and the teams affiliated 
with it to help people like the young woman abused by 
Mailloux and the women sexually assaulted by members 
of the 2003 and 2018 Canadian World Junior teams. One 
promising approach is to give a woman a safe opportunity to 
confront an offender with her anger and pain (either face-to- 
face or through an intermediary) and to ask the offender to 
account for himself.*? Of course, some survivors may not 
wish to participate, but for many, the opportunity to explain 
the harm they suffered would be welcome. 

The term parallel justice was coined by Susan Herman, 
former executive director of the National Center for Victims 
of Crime. These are its guiding principles: 


¢ Justice requires helping survivors of crime rebuild their 
lives. 
e All victims deserve justice. 
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e All victims should be presumed credible unless there is 
reason to believe otherwise. 
¢ Victims’ safety should be a top priority. 


Victims should experience no further harm. 


Victims’ rights should be implemented and enforced. 
Victims should be told what happened to them was 
wrong, and that every effort will be made to help them 


rebuild their lives. 
e Victims’ needs should be addressed through a compre- 
hensive, coordinated community response. 


Decisions about how to address victims’ needs should 
be based on sound information and research.” 


We are unsure if Sheldon Kennedy’s Respect Group training 
program and the Canadiens’ Respect and Consent Action 
Plan include strategies aimed at preventing young men from 
consuming violent and dehumanizing porn. If not, for reasons 
provided in chapter 4 and elsewhere (e.g., Nick T. Pappas’s 
The Dark Side of Sports), any education and/or training pro- 
gram aimed at reducing hockey players’ violence against 
women is incomplete without such initiatives. Research 
done by Walter DeKeseredy, Martin Schwartz, and others 
conclusively shows that the correlation between in-person 
violence against women and porn consumption is related to 
some types of pro-abuse male peer support. 

Male peer support also motivates men to send women 
sexual pictures or messages (including porn) that female 
recipients do not want. Further, male peer support influences 
many vindictive men to distribute sexual pictures of their 
former female partners on the internet without their consent. 
And there are male sexist online communities with members 


228 | Skating on Thin Ice 


who never come into face-to-face contact with each other but 
often exchange violent pornographic written, audio, and 
visual communication with their peers.*' Sociologist Michael 
Kimmel describes one variant of this subculture: 


Online chat rooms are, by their nature, spaces of social in- 
teraction among men. These chat rooms are the closest thing 
to a pornographic locker room in which bonding is often 
accomplished by competing with other guys. In the online 
chat rooms, a description of a violent sexual encounter might 
be followed by another user’s “Oh yeah, well last night I did 
this to the woman I was with ...” which would be followed by 
another response designed to even top that. The competition 
can become heated — and violent — rather quickly. What we 
had stumbled on was the “homosocial” element in hetero- 
sexual porn viewing, the way in which anything, including 
intimacy with a member of the opposite sex, can be turned 


into a competitive moment with other guys.” 


Added to trainings about respect, consent, bullying, intim- 
idation, abuse, and harassment should be modules that 
help hockey players develop what Laurie Mandel, founder 
and director of the Get a Voice project, refers to as collective 
courage. She directs us to the fact that, on their own, young 
men, including those who are athletes, “won’t stand up and 
say something.” Programs like hers help them “use voices 
of courage and leadership — and to work together, so that if 
they see something happening and speak up, someone will 
say something too. When they do it together, it really works 
well.”“° Curricula like Mandel’s teach athletes to challenge 
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their peers’ use of porn. They also teach them that, to quote 
what Nick Pappas says about keeping company with fellow 
athletes who use porn, “choosing to walk with a herd that 
engages in unhealthy behavior increases the likelihood of 
stepping in its residual dung sooner or later.” 

More will soon be said in this chapter about collaborating 
with men and boys. As a prelude, we must say that there are 
more than a few good men in the hockey world, including 
in the NHL, who “do the right thing”* by standing up to 
toxic masculinity, rape culture, and their accompanying 
harms. In fact, there may be more than we realize. Social 
psychologists have a concept that is relevant here: plural- 
istic ignorance.*° This concept refers to situations where 
individuals think that they are the only ones who oppose 
the majority position because no one else is speaking up. 
In a locker room, for example, or a hangout, or any place 
where men gather, a popular topic is bragging about sexual 
prowess and achievements. Yet, many times it is only one 
or two loud braggarts making claims of sexual aggression, 
and a group of other men who assume that they are the only 
opposition. So, the group ethos is sexual aggression, and 
everyone goes along with it. It might even affect behavior, 
as boys or men who think that they are loners might be- 
have in a way to conform to the group, not realizing that 
most of the group might actually be feeling the same way. 
A program, then, that encourages boys and men to speak 
up against toxic masculinity might have more support than 
many realize. 

Professional sports leagues that actually care for the 
friends, relatives, and romantic partners of their employees 
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will reduce the conditions that lead to the harms described 
throughout this book and prove that there are better ways 
to treat women, racial/ethnic minorities, members of the 
LGBTQ+ community, and others who are routinely sub- 
jected to what Anderson and White see as hostile forms of 
“out-grouping.””” In a section of her book calling for the 
hiring of more female sports journalists, Jessica Luther states, 
“Tf we can one day get football and empathy in the same 
conversation on a regular basis, we will have a sure sign that 
we are doing something right.”“° The same can be said about 
hockey, but we have a long way to go. For example, ESPN 
reporter Emily Kaplan asked former Florida Panthers GM 
Dale Tallon if he believed the NHL should adopt a specific 
domestic violence policy and his answer was: “It’s something 
I never even thought of ...”” 

As of May 2023, the NHL was the only one of four major 
North American professional sports leagues without a specific 
violence against women policy. Hopefully, one will soon be 
developed, but it should not only hold perpetrators account- 
able. When asked about the need for such an NHL policy, 
Terry O’Neill, executive director of the National Employment 
Lawyers Association, echoed our words and told Emily 
Kaplan: the league must pay equal attention to the needs of 
the women abused by NHL employees.” Note, too, that Jeff 
Benedict strikes a chord by stating that if professional sports 
leagues can create strict guidelines about substance abuse, 
they can certainly create rules that govern other off-the-field 
conduct such as woman abuse.”! 

Today more than ever, social justice advocates know that 
progressive people of all walks of life cannot eliminate one form 
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of inequality, like patriarchy, by ignoring others. One type, in 
particular, that has historically plagued hockey and received 
scant attention is racism. Some critics, such as R. Renee Hess, 
founder and executive director of Black Girl Hockey Club, 
contend that white supremacy “runs rampant” throughout 
hockey, as it does in the NFL and other all-male elite sports 
leagues.” Recent evidence of this is San Jose Barracuda for- 
ward Krystof Hrabik’s imitation of monkey movements in a 
January 12, 2022, taunt that targeted Bokondji Imama (who 
is Black) of the Tucson Roadrunners.”* The AHL suspended 
Hrabik for thirty games, but many people maintain that not 
enough is being done to curtail racism in the hockey world. 

Ponder these statistics. In the NHL’s 105-year history, there 
has never been a Black general manager until the San Jose 
Sharks hired Mike Grier in July 2022, and there has only ever 
been one Black head coach. Dirk Graham stood behind the 
Chicago Blackhawks’ bench for fifty-nine games in 1998-9 
and was fired shortly thereafter. Also, only two Black assistant 
coaches have ever raised the Stanley Cup: Tampa Bay Light- 
ning video coach Nigel Kirwan (2002 and 2020) and goalie 
coach Frantz Jean (2020). The on-ice situation isn’t much 
better. Only eighteen Black players appeared in more than 
five games in 2019-20, and there were just a few more who 
identify as Asian (eight), Indigenous (six), Hispanic/Latino 
(four), or Arab/Middle Eastern (four).* As if you don’t al- 
ready know — hockey is the whitest of North American sports. 

Homophobia is also rampant in the world of hockey. While 
the NHL is the lone major professional sports league in the 
world in which every franchise hosts a Pride Night, only one 
openly gay player (Luke Prokop) is currently under contract 
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to an NHL team (the Nashville Predators) and no openly gay 
men are currently playing. Not surprisingly, other hockey 
leagues are homophobic. For example, a study of semi-pro- 
fessional male hockey players in Australia (none of whom 
identified as gay or bisexual) found that 68 percent reported 
teammates using homophobic slurs in the previous two 
weeks and 60 percent reported using such slurs themselves. 
The players surveyed are from eleven different countries, 
including 25.3 percent from Canada and the US.” 

What is to be done? One obvious and often-stated answer 
to this question is education. Most people would agree, but 
they might also call for rule changes as well as the public 
shaming of sexist, racist, and homophobic hockey teams. 
There are other possible solutions too numerous to review in 
one short chapter. Regardless of what steps are taken, always 
heed these words of caution based on Kevin Young’s many 
years of studying sports violence: 


Even when challenged, embarrassed and disciplined, we 
know from the past that sport changes slowly and that its 
powerful hegemonic structures display astounding elasticity 
that allows it to bounce back and enable [hurtful] practices ... 
to persist, even flourish. Examples are all around us, hiding 
in plain sight. If this were not true, how else could we explain 
what, on the one hand, is argued to be a transformed, more 
responsible and more modern world of ice hockey whose 
values and practices, on the other hand, don’t seem to have 
changed much over the past 40 years? Despite some unde- 
niable changes on the ice and in the commentary booth, the 
NHL remains a dangerous place to work.”° 
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Changes, though, as said before in reference to Grambling’s 
hiring of Art Briles (followed by his quick resignation), are 
happening, and there are signs of powerful gatekeepers skating 
on thin ice. Keep in mind that Sportsnet fired Don Cherry in 
2019 for his on-air claim that recent immigrants to Canada 
ignore Remembrance Day. This was an especially important 
historic event because, since 1982, Cherry constantly used his 
role on the television program Hockey Night in Canada to, as 
sociologist Kristi Allain frames it, “valorize the experiences 
of white working-class men —- men that he ... feels are at risk 
from new social forces (for example feminism, immigration, 
and the movement away from physical labor) that look to 
devalue their cultural positions.””” 

More transitions are coming. In the words of John Gerdy: 


Sports’ influence and standing in our culture will change. 
Nothing can grow unabated forever. Even a star burns bright- 
est just before it explodes. The institution of sport in [North 
America] is like a house of cards, ever in danger of collapsing 
from its own weight. It is like a runaway freight train that 
will surely derail at the next great bend in the tracks. It has 
become grossly distorted from what it was meant to be and 
indeed from what we want and need it to be. How much more 
of organized sports’ negative influence can we continue to 


absorb as a culture before we rise up and scream, “Enough!”** 


Transforming the toxic professional hockey culture is not easy, 
and the problems we have outlined will not be eliminated by 
regulatory changes or education alone. A massive overhaul 
is necessary, and those seeking social justice in the NHL and 
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other professional sports should be mindful of Audre Lorde’s 
scolding of those who think that minor tweaks of the status 
quo will make a difference: “The master’s tools will never 
dismantle the master’s house.”*’ Related to this point, and 
following Elliott Currie’s critique of hurtful political develop- 
ments that occurred during Donald Trump’s term as president 
of the United States, those seeking change in profit-generating, 
all-male sports need to think systemically — that is, they need 
to view the racist, sexist, and homophobic practices that exist 
within these contexts as consequences of broader social forces 
rather than simply the injurious outcomes of decisions made 
by particularly insensitive individuals like Gary Bettman.” 
One of the most important steps in solving the problems 
identified in this book is creating solidarity among various 
groups who want to make elite hockey leagues better places 
for people of all walks of life. Structured social inequality, 
whether it is in hockey or other institutions, thrives on frag- 
mentation and divisions. Hence, it is vital to develop what 
Currie coins as “an alliance of broader constituencies.” 
This means working closely with women’s groups, LGBTQ+ 
coalitions, communities of color, and other progressive or- 
ganizations that want to be “hockey’s agents of change.” 
Academics, too, especially sociologists and criminologists, 
need to be part of this alliance. In the second edition of his 
book Sport, Violence and Society, Kevin Young reveals that while 
there is a voluminous social scientific literature on various 
types of violence and aggression, mainstream sociologists 
and criminologists have not been fleet of foot in dealing with 
violence in sport, and there are several reasons for this, includ- 
ing the fact that many, if not most, sociologists do not treat 
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the study of sport as a worthy scholarly enterprise. Hockey 
violence expert Michael D. Smith frequently expressed his 
frustration with the marginalization of his work to Walter 
DeKeseredy and his other close colleagues. 

Hockey is not completely outside the purview of academic 
inquiry. Since the 1990s, as uncovered by Julie Stevens and 
Andrew C. Holman, it has garnered more scholarly attention, 
but the bulk of the work done to date, as noted in their review 
of contemporary relevant literature, comes from 


historians and literary scholars whose interests focus on the 
lost or misunderstood meanings of signal past events in the 
sport. They have been concerned chiefly with the ways that 
hockey represents symbolically and figuratively — the identi- 
ties of the communities that sponsor the game. The literature 
is rich and growing and intellectually profound ... The field 
of hockey studies would benefit from getting closer to the 
game, from making connections with those who experience 


the sport daily or weekly at rink side.” 


The connections called for by Stevens and Holman are clear 
in this book. No one can accuse Stu Cowan of not spending 
enough time rink side. He lives and breathes hockey, and 
sociologists who study long-ignored problems in this sport 
can learn much from him, as well as from others whose lives 
are deeply entrenched in hockey arenas. Additionally, Walter 
DeKeseredy spent much time playing and watching hockey, 
and he learned many lessons about the damage done to both 
women and men by sexism, racism, homophobia, and hege- 
monic masculinity as a competitive hockey goaltender during 
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his teenage years. His ice-level and rink-side experiences 
played a key role in his transition from a well-meaning man 
to a feminist man. Martin Schwartz made the same transition, 
but his changeover is grounded in life events that transpired 
in other social contexts. 

Our personal and political journeys are not over, and we 
are prepared for the long haul. Regardless of how long it takes 
to get there, the hard, time-consuming journey toward a truly 
egalitarian hockey world is worth it, and we encourage all 
men to become our fellow travelers and allies with women 
in their struggle to end male violence. Also, as our friend 
and colleague Rus Funk points out, always keep in mind 
that working collaboratively with women is as much about 
“liberating men from the constraints of masculinity” as it is 
about helping to save women’s lives and supporting their 
inherent right to live in peace.™ 

There are major disagreements among progressive men 
working to prevent violence against women, but they all 
agree with this observation: “Since it is men who are the 
offenders, it should be men — not women —- who change their 
behavior.” This may sound like a rather simplistic point, but 
it is an essential one to repeatedly bring forward: male-on- 
female violence will not stop until men stop abusing women. 
What, then, can men do? 

Perhaps first and foremost, following the advice of social 
scientists who specialize in the dark side of sport, male coaches 
and men in senior sports management and ownership positions 
need to publicly speak out against woman abuse, bullying, 
homophobia, racism, and sexual harassment, as well as strictly 
prohibit these and other hurtful behaviors. Second, as stated 
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earlier in this chapter, men in these positions should have 
ongoing training in social justice issues and so should male 
athletes. Of special relevance here is what sports sociologist 
Michael Messner uncovered in his research: 


A few of the heterosexual men whom I interviewed objected 
to —and eventually rejected — the sexism and homophobia of 
the jock subculture. But they were rare exceptions to the rule. 
For young men who truly wanted athletic careers, rejecting one 
of the key bonds to the male peer group would have ruined 
their chances of success. So, whether they like the sexism and 
homophobia or not, most went along with these things. And 
when verbal sparring and bragging about sexual conquests 
led to actual behavior, peer group values encouraged these 
young men to treat females as objects of conquest. This sort 
of masculine peer group dynamic is at the heart of what 


feminists called the “rape culture.” 


You are already aware of these problems, and we would be 
remiss if we didn’t say that Messner’s observation is now 
nearly thirty years old. But this is not to say that what he 
witnessed is non-existent today, especially given the breadth 
of the harms covered in previous chapters. All the same, there 
has been considerable growth in the number of male allies in 
the feminist movement to end woman abuse over the past 
thirty to forty years. More hope is provided by the availability 
of effective anti-sexist training that focuses on male athletes’ 
roles as leaders instead of perpetrators. One that stands out 
for leading experts in the field is the Mentors in Violence 
Prevention (MVP) model. It was conceived and co-developed 


238 | Skating on Thin Ice 


by Jackson Katz in 1993 at Northeastern University’s Center 
for the Study of Sport in Society. Although MVP is primarily 
used in US colleges and high schools, it could be tailored to 
be applied in other countries including Canada. 

MVP is a multi-ethnic, mixed-sex, and mixed-gender 
identity program, and it has made inroads into professional 
sports as part of the broader struggle to end violence against 
women. Deemed successful by many leading experts in the 
field, MVP, according to Jackson Katz, 


expands the number of men willing to take a stand to prevent 
sexual assault and relationship abuse. MVP has been especially 
effective at challenging and inspiring male leaders in the dom- 
inant and multiracial cultures of athletics, fraternities, and the 
military to partner with women to reduce gender violence. 
In highly interactive MVP workshops, everything is fair 
game for discussion: the difference between prevention 
and “risk reduction” strategies; the pleasures and perils of 
hook-up culture; victim-blaming; the role of alcohol in sex- 
ual assault; the role of porn culture in shaping social and 
sexual norms; the symbiotic relationship between sexism 
and heterosexism; the many intersections of race, sex and 
gender; harassment and abuse directed toward members of 
LGBTQ communities, and ways to prevent it; and the role 
of women as bystanders when women are the perpetrators 


of harassment and abuse.” 


Some readers may say, “Well that sounds good, but can 
you be more specific about the lessons taught by the MVP 
program?” Previous work published by us, and others, lists 
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many things men and boys are taught to do individually or 
collectively in dressing rooms, on the bench, and elsewhere, 
but it is beyond the reach of this book to repeat all these 
strategies. Below, however, are a few examples informed by 
strategies developed by Donald Sabo and Michael Messner: 


Resist locker-room sexism, homophobia, and racism. 
This not only includes refusing to laugh at hurtful jokes 
and challenging racist, sexist, and homophobic practices 
in the locker room, but also bullying tactics used against 
other men. 
¢ Teach young athletes social justice values and practices. 
Parents and community members can help children to rec- 
ognize harmful stereotypes and to question practices such 
as making fun of an athlete because he “throws like a girl.” 
e Fight sexism, racism, and homophobia in sports media. 
It is, for example, worthwhile to phone or email to ob- 
ject to images of female athletes as sex objects, or male 
athletes as dumb jocks. 


Some communities and teams may want to start their own 
men’s organizations, and that is warmly welcomed. In doing 
so, avoid reinventing the wheel and search for organizations 
that are already doing social justice and anti-violence work 
and find out how they are doing it. Also, to avoid simply 
duplicating what others are doing, contact women’s orga- 
nizations to determine what type of new work is required. 
This helps avoid “burnout,” which typically happens when 
people take on too much work, and it addresses the serious 
problem of time demands. 
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The insights of Indigenous men, men of color, lower-class 
men, men who are disabled, gay men, and men who repre- 
sent other marginalized groups should be considered when 
developing a progressive men’s group. There may be several 
other collectives that can provide what Australian feminist 
legal scholar Skye Saunders defines as male “champions of 
change” with new insights that can help them serve as role 
models for hockey players and other types of athletes. The 
insights of women who belong to these groups should also be 
counted. Unfortunately, most progressive men’s anti-violence 
groups mainly consist of those who are white, middle class, 
and heterosexual. At every training session, regardless of 
which philosophy informs it, coaches, owners, managers, 
athletic directors, and others involved in the educational 
process must be conscious of who is not there and that their 
perspectives are not being heard.” 

Mahatma Gandhi is well known for leading the people 
of India to independence from British rule in 1947. He is 
also famous for making this statement: “You must be the 
change you want to see in the world.” Similarly, US author 
and speaker John C. Maxwell wrote, “most people want to 
change the world to improve their lives, but the world they 
need to change first is the one inside themselves.””' Feminist 
men agree. To join other male champions of change, men 
must first, as Jackson Katz states, “have the courage to look 
inward.”” Agents of change in all-male athletics also need 
to stay involved in the ongoing process of self-examination, 
self-discovery, and transforming themselves, with the ultimate 
goal of shedding their toxic masculine baggage. 

Much, if not most, of this book emphasizes that one of the 
most important determinants of male hockey players’ violence 
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against women is male peer support. Yet, as demonstrated by 
the MVP program and research done in countries outside of 
North America like Sweden and Australia, male peer groups 
can also be important means of violence prevention if their 
members are actively and effectively encouraged to challenge 
other men and disrupt toxic peer norms.” In fact, we are 
starting to see what Swedish researchers Kalle Berggren and 
Lucas Gottzén describe as a growth in transformative responses 
within all-male friendship networks. These are unambig- 
uous emphases on ending male-on-female violence while 
simultaneously supporting an individual group member by 
encouraging him to seek help.” 

Hundreds of suggestions could be added to the inventory 
of useful means of changing oneself and sexist men, but Ron 
Thorne-Finch makes the most important point of all: 


Men can no longer excuse themselves and pretend it does 
not happen. They are all responsible in some way — even 
only indirectly. Distancing themselves from the issue will 
not accomplish anything; only active involvement will bring 
about the needed changes. The time has come. The longer 
men procrastinate, the most they jeopardize the emotional 
and physical well-being of millions of women.” 


In chapter 3, we introduced Lee Bowker’s standards of grat- 
ification thesis, which asserts that fathers teach boys that 
women and children are subordinate to the man of the family. 
It is unclear exactly how many North American fathers (and 
fathers in other countries) do this, but we can safely conclude 
that well-meaning men outnumber abusive men. Nevertheless, 
how many of these men have meaningful discussions with 
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their sons about woman abuse, racism, heteronormativity, 
and other major symptoms of inequality in our society? We 
assume the answer is “not many.” This is worrisome and 
must change. Equally troubling are “angry hockey dads” 
like this one, described by Ed Condran: 


A few seasons ago, my older son’s ice hockey team, comprised 
of 9- and 10-year-old children, only had one goalie on the 
roster. The concern was what would happen to the team if 
he were injured or was stricken with an illness. A quarter of 
the way through the season, a second netminder was added. 
The goalies split time during a game. 

The new goalie played the entirety of the next game and 
the other goalie’s father lost it. After the contest, he grabbed 
his son’s stick and marched out onto the ice. The referees wit- 
nessed the bad intent and grabbed the incensed parent, who 
promptly hurled the stick which struck another dad on the 
arm. The hothead then tried to pick a fight with the new goal- 
ie’s dad, who (wisely) didn’t take the bait. The out-of-control 
hockey father and his son left the organization the next day.”° 


Some readers may recall former professional hockey player 
Patrick O'Sullivan.” His father, nicknamed “Crazy John,” 
took the label “angry hockey dad” to a new level. Below are 
atrocities O’Sullivan recalled in an interview with Sportsnet: 


¢ Several times, when Patrick was eight years old, Crazy 
John served him a dinner of Spam and baked beans. 
When Patrick vomited up the meal, Crazy John forced 
him to eat it. 
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e There were nights when Patrick was locked outside un- 
til morning. He was forced to run, weighed down by his 
sweaty equipment, behind his dad’s van after games. 
He was woken up in the night to do “pushups until my 
arms gave out ... situps until my stomach cramped.” 

e “When I came off the ice after practice or a game, I never 
knew exactly what was next, but I knew it was going to 
be bad.” 

e “T’d be looking at an hour or two or more of my father’s 
conditioning program, running the steps in the arena 
stands like a hamster on a treadmill or chasing after the 
van for two or three miles. If he didn’t think that was 
toughening me up, he’d slap me around. Every year he 
was ramping it up: slap in the face when | was eight; a 
slap with more force and a kick in the ass when I was 
nine; a punch when I was 10; a big right hook on my jaw 
and a kick in the gut or ribs until I was gasping when I 
was eleven, twelve and thirteen.” 

¢ Patrick was regularly beaten after cutting the lawn if his 
job was not up to Crazy John’s impossible standards.” 


Patrick O’Sullivan’s experiences give a whole new meaning to 
Crosby, Stills, Nash, & Young’s song “Teach Your Children.” 
Obviously, then, on top of making it clear in more ways than 
one that behaviors like Crazy John’s are unacceptable, the 
entire minor league hockey community needs to repeatedly 
send this message to all hockey dads: 


What could possibly be worth doing so much emotional, phys- 
ical and mental damage to your son or daughter? A college 
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scholarship? A cup of coffee in the NHL? Hope you didn’t 
say yes to either of these. No matter how far your player 
goes in hockey, a tortured childhood is never worth it. Youth 
hockey is supposed to be a fun, nurturing environment for a 
child, where they learn motor skills, teamwork, and a sense of 
camaraderie with their peers. They’re supposed to be getting 
exercise and hanging out with their friends — not working 


towards an ultimate goal.” 


All hockey dads and every type of father also need to hear this: 


Clearly one of the most important roles a father — or a father 
figure — can play in his son’s life is to teach by example. If men 
are always respectful toward women and never verbally or 
physically abuse them, their sons in all likelihood will learn 
to be similarly respectful. Nevertheless, every man who has 
a son should be constantly aware that how he treats women 
is not just between him and the women - there is a little set of 
eyes that is always watching him and picking up cues about 
how a man is supposed to act. If a man says demeaning and 
dismissive things about women, his son hears it. If he laughs at 
sexist jokes and makes objectifying comments about women’s 
bodies as he watches TV, his son hears it.°” 


What happens when our sons get older? Adolescence is a 
time when young people’s peers become progressively more 
important and when they distance themselves to some degree 
from their parents and/or receive more independence from 
them.*! This is one of the key reasons why having patriarchal 
peers is a strong predictor of woman abuse and other types 
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of deviant behavior. Yet, many young men still live at home 
and have close relationships with their parents who supply 
transformative responses. This was the case with Andreas, a 
twenty-two-year-old Swedish man interviewed by Berggren 
and Gottzén. He told his stepfather about his violence against 
his girlfriend, and his stepfather responded, “What the hell 
are you doing? If you love her as much as you say you do, 
then why do you behave like that?” Andreas’s mother also 
provided transformative responses. During quarrels with his 
girlfriend, he would seek her advice, and she told him to try 
to calm down by counting to ten as a means of reducing rela- 
tionship conflicts and coping with his anger. Andreas recalls: 


Ihave never had any self-awareness to change myself except 
for this with my mom, because my mom had figured out that 
it was wrong, what I was doing ... This situation where | 
grabbed my girlfriend, then mom said: “Maybe it’s best you 
start going to [anti-violence organization]. They can help you. * 


The above example demonstrates that mothers, too, have 
a key role to play in the anti-violence and anti-sexist educa- 
tional process. One interesting approach proved to be very 
successful for Walter DeKeseredy’s friend Darlene Murphy. 
She had frank, ongoing discussions with her sons about 
sexuality and healthy intimate relationships (something 
fathers should do too). She emphasized that when a woman 
says “No,” she means “No.” She also stressed that sex is a 
powerful source of energy, but one that can be, and should 
be, controlled. Darlene is a highly skilled and well-respected 
mediator in Ontario’s Durham Region,*® and boys raised by 
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strong, assertive women like her who have close relationships 
with their mothers during their teenage years grow up to be 
kind, successful men. They have learned to see the world 
through a progressive female gaze. 

The time has come for more male teachers and school ad- 
ministrators to “step up to the plate” and demonstrate some 
progressive leadership by offering programs on social justice 
in their schools. They can also do several things on a personal 
level, such as talking to male students and male faculty in 
assemblies, classes, at sporting events, in faculty and staff 
training, and in private conversations. School staff should 
also employ these strategies informed by Ron Thorne-Finch 
and Robin Warshaw: 


¢ Confront students, teachers, and athletic staff who speak 
about racism, sexism, homophobia, or violent and dehu- 
manizing pornography in an approving manner. 

¢ Confront students and staff who perpetuate and legiti- 
mate rape myths. 

¢ Take every opportunity to speak out against the injus- 
tices covered in this book. 

¢ Use social media to encourage discussion about the 
harms examined in this book and how men and boys 
can work together to reduce them. 


Much more can be done, and we know that the initiatives 
recommended here are simply not enough to reshape pro- 
fessional hockey and other all-male sports riddled with toxic 
masculinity, racism, and other highly injurious symptoms 
of living in an unjust society. Again, these proposals are 
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intended to be meaningful additions to what has already 
been recommended in previous books on the dark side of 
hockey, such as Laura Robinson’s Crossing the Line and Evan 
FE Moore and Jashvina Shah’s Game Misconduct. We want 
to work together with people like them to help change the 
rules of the game not only because we love the sport, but 
also because, as Colin D. Howell, retired director of the 
Centre for the Study of Sport and Health at Saint Mary’s 
University in Halifax, Nova Scotia, observes, attempts to 
fix hockey are strongly connected to the broader struggle 
for both social justice and the empowerment of those who 
are marginalized by society in general (e.g., members of the 
LGBTQ+ community). 

The problems with hockey that we explored are sustained, 
in part, by four widely held beliefs: (1) inevitability; (2) resig- 
nation; (3) intimidation; and (4) dismissal. The first belief is 
that hockey players’ violence against women is “just one of 
those ugly, painful things” thrown at women. The second is 
that the NHL and other elite hockey leagues will never change 
for the better given the massive benefits they garner from the 
current status quo. The third is that elite hockey organizations 
are too powerful to overcome. The last belief sees sport as an 
inconsequential element of society.*° These beliefs, however, 
are being contested, and those doing so are commended for 
their courage. Based on our own experiences and those of our 
friends and colleagues involved in the struggle for social jus- 
tice, we believe that the prevention of violence against women 
in the world of hockey and elsewhere is both a profound act 
of bravery and a dramatic act of revolution. Fortunately, we 
are not alone. Echoing our conviction are the recent words of 
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National Post columnist Sabrina Maddeaux. In her commentary 
on the 2022 gang rape allegations against the 2003 and 2018 
Canadian World Junior hockey teams, she rightfully observes 
that “hockey doesn’t need an action plan as much as it needs 
a revolution. The era of boy-kings must end.”*” 

Now that you have read this book, what do you make of 
the connection between professional hockey, rape culture, and 
violence against women? What is missing for you? What did 
you struggle with? What insights excited you? What infor- 
mation enriched your understanding of the sordid features 
of hockey? What part will you choose to play in the growing 
movement to curb the vast amount of pain and suffering 
identified in this book? It is always necessary to keep in 
mind this line of reasoning raised by Renate Klein: “Ending 
abuse is not only about specialized services delivered by 
trained professionals. It is perhaps more importantly about 
‘humdrum’ cultural change in which everyone does things 
a little differently every day.”** Also remember that you will 
be part of the evolving story of violence against women. This 
problem is part of your history, directly or indirectly. It will 
also affect your future. Please don’t be a bystander. 


Afterword 


The NHL draft is a tedious event at the best of times. Unlike 
the slim, trim, high-definition approach taken by the NFL and 
the NBA, the NHL parades everyone from the assistant GM 
to the owner’s ten-year-old grandson onto the stage before 
announcing the pick. 

The 2021 draft, however, was worse than usual. It was 
conducted over Zoom because of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
so there was no hometown crowd to cheer the local pick or 
boo commissioner Gary Bettman. It also took place on July 
23-4, a month late because the pandemic-wrecked season 
had run late, so hockey journalists were condemned to a 
tedious parade of gangly, pimply faced eighteen-year-olds 
in the company of their extended families, either jumping up 
to cheer when they were chosen or putting on a long face as 
their draft stock fell. 
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It was too much for this aging scribe. With the Canadiens 
drafting thirty-first out of thirty-two teams, I decided to hit 
the sack. At some point in the night, I woke and fumbled for 
my phone, curious to see whom the Canadiens had drafted. 

I scrolled down and scrolled down — and there it was. 
Logan Mailloux, defenseman, the London Knights. Even 
in my befuddled state, it only took about thirty seconds to 
process the news. The fabled Montreal Canadiens, winners 
of twenty-four Stanley Cups and renowned as the class of the 
National Hockey League, had drafted a young man convicted 
of image-based sexual abuse in Sweden. An athlete whose 
own stated preference was that he not be drafted. 

There was zero doubt — the Canadiens had just generated 
a firestorm. How could GM Marc Bergevin and assistant 
GM Trevor Timmins not have anticipated what was coming? 
How could they wreck the organization’s reputation for the 
thirty-first pick in a relatively weak draft? 

The answers are embedded in the hockey culture that is 
the subject of this book. It is a culture that treats women as 
disposable objects to be used and discarded, that has been 
excusing such behavior with the “boys will be boys” mantra 
for so long now that even highly paid and experienced ex- 
ecutives such as Bergevin and Timmins can fail to see what 
a sportswriter who was barely half awake could process in 
half a minute: the shit was going to hit the fan. 

At every step after that, Bergevin and Timmins made 
things worse. Clearly unprepared for the fallout, they left it 
to ham-fisted vice president of public relations Paul Wilson 
to handle the response, which consisted mostly of trying to 
manipulate reporters by favoring some while shutting out 


Afterword | 251 


those who were too critical or too aggressive in their ques- 
tioning. The approach backfired completely. When the team 
struggled terribly at the beginning of the following season, 
Bergevin, Timmins, and Wilson all lost their jobs as part of 
the ongoing fallout from the Mailloux draft. 

How could the executives have made such decisions? 
I believe the answer is that it’s because they operate in a 
hockey culture that, at heart, sees nothing wrong with what 
Mailloux did, nor with the Chicago Blackhawks purposely 
ignoring video coach Brad Aldrich sexually abusing prospect 
Kyle Beach, nor with the 2018 alleged gang sexual assault 
involving members of Canada’s World Junior gold-medal 
team, in which an inebriated young woman had consensual 
sex with one junior player, who then invited several of his 
junior hockey buddies to join them in the hotel room. What 
happened that night led to a CAD$3.55-million lawsuit that 
was settled by Hockey Canada acting, for reasons that still 
remain unclear, on behalf of the perpetrators. 

That led to a series of explosive revelations from investi- 
gative reporters Rick Westhead, Katie Strang of The Athletic, 
and others, culminating in the news that Hockey Canada 
had settled twenty-one sexual misconduct claims since 
1989 for a total of CAD$8.9 million. That such an approach 
was obviously routine (and a blatant misuse of funds from 
sponsors, parents, and the government) gives some indica- 
tion of the depth of the misogyny behind decisions taken 
by Hockey Canada’s directors, the actions of some NHL 
executives, and the players themselves, who operate with 
the brazen entitlement of those who know they will never 
be held accountable. 
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As Skating on Thin Ice makes clear, the decision-makers 
and the actors in these dramas act as they do on the basis of 
aggrieved entitlement, the sense that well-to-do white males 
are somehow unfairly treated by society and are therefore 
entitled to act as they please and take what they want. The 
status quo, in other words. 

It wouldn’t be possible if the victims of rape and domestic 
abuse weren't ignored, belittled, abused, or subject to nightmarish 
interrogations at every turn. Investigators don’t investigate, 
they cover up. As of this writing, it has been ten months since 
Westhead’s shocking revelations about the payoff to hide the 
alleged gang rape in London, Ontario. During that time, the 
NHL has supposedly been investigating the very short list of 
current NHL players who were known to be (1) among the 
junior players at the hotel in London that night, and (2) who 
have not, like Cale Makar, Victor Mete, and several others, 
made it clear that they were not participants. 

It has been two months since commissioner Gary Bettman 
declared that the investigation was “getting really close to 
the end” and still — no ending. 

The investigators initially hired by Hockey Canada to 
look into the assault were no better, and police department 
investigators in London have left the impression that they 
couldn’t find a squad car if it cruised into a swimming pool 
at a police picnic. 

All this, of course, is deliberate. The point is not to find out 
exactly what happened but to stall, obfuscate, and buy time 
for the story to fade from the 24/7 news cycle. 

The abuse is almost as old as the NHL itself. In 1918, more 
than 100 years ago, Canadiens defenseman Sprague Cleghorn 
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was arrested for beating his wife with a crutch. (This begs 
the question: Would Cleghorn have been arrested had he not 
used a crutch?) The authors of Skating on Thin Ice make very 
clear that despite studies, newspaper reports, television ex- 
posés, and empty promises, nothing in hockey has changed 
since the late Blackhawks star Bobby Hull was treating his 
three wives (and who knows how many other women) as 
punching bags and getting away with it, simply because he 
was the biggest star in the game in the 1960s. 

There are millions of fans who still believe that’s as it 
should be. Boys will be boys, don’t ya know? Like Stu Cowan, 
I received a raft of hate mail after criticizing the Canadiens 
for drafting Mailloux. Most was of the “your a fucken fagot” 
variety penned by anonymous, semiliterate trolls, but the 
most persistent of the abusers was a former professor of an- 
imal science at McGill University. In one lengthy rant after 
another, he accused me of ruining poor Mailloux’s life. Of 
the fate of the young woman, whose life in a small Swedish 
town had been torched when she was only eighteen years old, 
the professor had nothing to say. He was too busy weeping 
over a young athlete who, after the usual slap on the wrist 
punishment, still stood to make millions of dollars playing 
a kid’s game. 

That’s why this book is so very necessary. The toxic male 
culture in the world of hockey is real, and until the dark side 
of the sport is exposed and challenged, no one in its glare 
will be entirely safe. But it takes courage to write a book like 
this. As the authors make clear, Skating on Thin Ice is by no 
means the only book on the subject, but it goes well beyond 
a mere catalog of atrocities to point the way to a solution. 
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A prime example of movement in the right direction is the 
Respect and Consent Action Plan conceived in the wake of 
the Mailloux draft controversy by France Margaret Bélanger, 
president of sports and entertainment for Groupe CH, the 
Canadiens’ parent company. 

Much of it comes down to education. If boys as young as 
thirteen or fourteen have never been confronted with the 
idea that forced sexual encounters or battering women is not 
just wrong but criminally wrong, it’s too much to expect that 
young athletes facing peer pressure to degrade women will 
depart from what they know. Mailloux himself has become 
one of the more articulate supporters of Bélanger’s initiative. 

It’s still an uphill struggle — but if there’s hope, it lies 
in everyone who loves the game supporting Bélanger’s 
approach and moving in the opposite direction from the 
Chicago Blackhawks and their chairperson, Rocky Wirtz, 
by espousing change and following up on commitments. 
There is, of course, more to it than that, but I will leave it to 
authors who have spent their lives studying one of the more 
intractable problems in our society: the sexual, physical, and 
psychological abuse of women. 


Jack Todd 
Columnist and Author 
Special to the Montreal Gazette 
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